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New Year, new beginnings
By Pat Malone
The most trying and eventful year in Cornwall Flying 
Club’s history is slipping behind us, and we look 
forward to a new year free from internal distractions 
so we can get on with all the work that needs to be 
done. Thanks to Club member Leith Whittington we 
are forging ahead with the rewriting of the Articles of 
Association, something that should have been done 
many years ago and which gave us so much trouble 
in 2018. Leith’s expertise means we hope to have the 
new Articles drafted sooner than we originally 
intended, at which point the draft will be submitted to 
the members for approval. At its December meeting 
the Board voted to record its gratitude to Leith and 
noted that while we would have completed the job 
had he not offered his help, the Articles would have 
taken much longer to conclude.

At the same time, a Code of Conduct has 
been drafted – two codes, in fact, one for the 
members, and an additional one for the Board. These 
have been looked at by Club member Nick Straw, a 
lawyer, and they too will be submitted to the 
membership for a decision. CFI Bruce Abbott is 
engaged in rewriting the Flying Order Book, so we will 

end up with a completely refurbished suite of 
guidance documents which should be future-
proofed, as far as such a thing is possible.   

The Board meeting on December 11th also 
reviewed our insurances. Premiums have gone up 
because of the acquisition of the C172 G-EGLA, 
and we also have to revisit the insurance on the 
C152 G-BNSM now that its new zero-timed engine 
has increased its value. The hull value was 
previously put at £27,000 and it was recommended 
that we raise it to £37,000. However, because of 
the wondrous ways in which insurers operate it’s 
cheaper to insure it for £40,000 than for £37,000, 
so we’ve gone for the higher figure. It’s interesting 
to note that the value of C152s is rising quite 
strongly as supply diminishes. Few if any other 
aircraft can take the sort of treatment these planes 
withstand in flight training, and they’re now much 
sought-after.

The cost of the new engine for SM has 
made a big hole in the bank balance, and given 
that it’s come at our quietest time we’re keen to 
generate some cash flow – hence the discounted 
membership fee for those who pay during 

‘Clear land, braking action poor, poor, poor…’



December. Up until January 14th members who 
renew will be charged £150, but memberships will 
lapse on that date, and those who renew 
thereafter will pay the £20 joining fee. So if you 
haven’t yet renewed, it will never be cheaper than 
it is today. We’re also offering a discount to aircraft 
owners who pay their hangarage for the year up 
front. This was popular last year, with some 80% 
of owners taking advantage. Treasurer Corinne 
Dennis will set up a separate account in which an 
engine fund will accumulate; it will also hold up-
front payments for flight training, which hitherto 
seem to have got lost among general revenues.
We’re also having to pay out for hangar damage to 
an aircraft, and we want to reinforce the fact that at 
least two people who are familiar with moving 
aircraft in confined spaces are required to move 
aircraft in the Main and Trago hangars. If one 
person moves an aircraft and damage is caused, 
that person will be responsible not just for the 
excess, but for the entire cost of the damage. 
The Treasurer is also revisiting our charging 
regime, where there are legacy concessions and 
special arrangements which have been overtaken 
by time. The parachute club, for instance, pays £25 
for a day at the airfield, which is not good business 
for us. There are several similar deals which need 
to be looked at.

Plans to relocate the fuel bay are moving 
ahead, and the possibility of providing Mogas and 
UL91 are being investigated. There’s also been a 
suggestion that we provide JetA1 for the helicopters 
that drop by, but we’ve got a certain amount of 
market research to do before a decision is made.
It was suggested that the Tower could be closed 
one day a week, which would save us the £50 
honorarium we pay a Duty Manager; but the Board 
decided we’d probably lose more than we saved in 
missed phone calls and unpaid landing fees, and 
we want to be known as an airfield which will 
provide a radio service seven days a week.
Lastly, we’re looking again at differentiating more 
clearly between Trial Lessons and Introductory 
Flights, as some people who bought vouchers – 
through third party suppliers, not from CFC –
believed they were getting a hands-on lesson when 
they were paying for an experience flight. Having 
identified the confusion, we are constrained to act 
to mitigate it.

This year the Board will meet on the second 
Monday of every month, so if you have something 
you’d like to put up for discussion, please inform the 
Airfield Manager, the Duty Manager or any member 
of the Board. May I wish everyone a prosperous 
New Year, and fair flying weather in 2019.

LA – top plane, top premium

Runway repairs
Runway 03/21 has benefitted from the labours of a work 
party who cut back the encroaching turf from the 
numbers and runway centreline, which in many places 
had been completely obliterated. Pete Chapman put out 
a call for volunteers, and just after Christmas members 
came with gardening tools to exhume the concrete lines. 
The workers were Pete Chapman himself, David 
Thomas, Martin Woods, Jim Holloway, Ian Dunn, Kevin 
Stephens, Sarah Phillimore and Pat Malone, to whom 
we are all hugely grateful – many thanks, all. Bear in 
mind if using 03/21 that there’s quite a groove in the 
middle now and the surface will take a while to settle 
down, so nosewheels (if you have one) might track 
oddly – best land slightly off the centreline.

Sarah, Martin, Jim and Ian at work



Weathering the winter
By Jay Gates
Well, we reached the Winter Solstice at 22.32 in 
the evening of December 22nd and I think we can 
safely say that we are definitely into winter. 
November, with its early onset of poor weather, 
ended disappointingly with a total of 254 
movements. This is a drop from the 345 
movements recorded in November 2017. We lost 
ten days  to bad weather – a third of a month with 
no revenue. Fuel sales followed the same trend 
with only 2,600 litres dispensed compared to 
3,200 in November 2017.
December has fared no better. The seemingly 
continuous conveyor belt of Atlantic low pressure 
systems and their accompanying fronts seem to 
be passing over us for days on end, including 
‘Deirdre’, the fifth storm of the season. Up to 
December 23rd we had lost 11 days of flying due 
to poor visibility, driving rain and high winds. 
Despite the deluges, the airfield is holding up 
magnificently, and there is currently no sign of 
wear or damage to any of the runway surfaces as 
a result of aircraft movements. However, losing 
almost 50% of available flying days in December 
up to now will have an effect on finishing the year 
on a movements high! Up to December 23rd we 
had recorded 127 movements in the month, 
compared to 170 for the same date last year. Fuel 
sales are equally poor with just over 900 litres of 
avgas dispensed, compared with just under 1,100 
litres in the same period last year. 
The loss of flying days has not affected the Flight 
Training Programme, although the hours are 

reduced from 2017 with only 29 hours flown up 
to the 23rd. Thanks to a great team of 
Instructors we have continued our success of 
getting students to their GST examination flight. 
On December 11th Tony Hunston passed his 
PPL(A) GST with Terry Earl. We have now 
passed the average of more than one PPL/
LAPL/NPPL student success a month 
throughout 2018. Our instructing team of Bruce 
Abbott, Kevin Jones, Nick Chittenden, Ollie 
Smith, Rod Bellamy and Terry Earl have done 
the club proud.

An unusual student ‘pass’ was that of Roger 
Edgecombe, a college lecturer and a new flying 
student, who joined us in early November just 
as the weather began to deteriorate. For more 
than a month every slot booked for Roger to 
begin had to be cancelled due to weather. From 
day one Roger said he wanted to study 
towards his examinations, and after a fourth 
cancellation Roger asked if he could sit his Air 
Law exam. So on December 3rd Roger’s 
cancelled lesson turned into an exam session, 
and he duly passed his Air Law. When his next 
flying lesson was cancelled on December 8th 
he asked if he could sit his Human Factors 
exam, and once more he passed! So he had 
put two of the required licensing exams behind 
him before he had even climbed into an 
aircraft! That must be a first for the club? 
Thankfully, between December 8th and 23rd 
some breaks in the weather allowed Roger to 
complete two flying lessons with Nick 
Chittenden. 
It gives us great satisfaction whenever any 

Terry Earl congratulates Tony Hunston

Roger Edgecombe with Terry



members are honoured by a national aviation 
body. As you can see elsewhere in this newsletter 
Corinne Dennis has received yet another 
accolade. But few of us remember that she was 
also awarded the ‘Jackie Moggridge Cup’ by the 
British Woman Pilots' Association (BWPA). This 
trophy is awarded by the BWPA to a British 
female pilot for achieving excellent qualifications 
in her chosen pursuit. We finally got to see the 
trophy when Corinne brought it into the club with 
her name engraved on the base.
We have also welcomed another new aircraft to 
the club. One of our student members, Jeff Nudd, 
who is being trained by Gary Perry on his Ikarus 
C42, decided to buy his own C42 while still under 
training. Gary assisted Jeff in identifying a suitable 
aircraft, and they both travelled over to the east of 
the country to view and purchase the plane. On 
December 11th G-CVAL arrived from 
Cambridgeshire and is now safely housed in the 
main hangar. Also of interest to us was the fact 
that the aircraft arrived from an airfield that we 
have not recorded before, and so Chatteris 
Airfield can be added to the list of airfields linked 
to Bodmin.
It is always nice when helicopters visit Bodmin, 
especially when they choose us for training 
purposes. We are used to seeing Fleet Air Arm 
helicopters from Culdrose and Yeovilton popping 
in for an hour of circuits and hover handling. More 
recently the new Cobham Training Academy, 
based at Newquay, had sent their AW139 Search 
and Rescue training helicopter on a number of 
occasions. Cobham have now expanded their 
fleet and training provision, and are carrying out 
advanced training for a number of foreign 
governments on the single turbine engine AS350 
Squirrel, now renamed as the Airbus H125. We 
have had three visits in the last month from the 

Squirrel operating under the call signs ‘Hornet 55’, 
‘Hornet 66’ and ‘Hornet 88’. The helicopter still 
retains its MoD DHFS yellow and blue colour 
scheme, with the red, white and blue roundel and 
a military registration, in this case ZJ248. We have 
been told to expect more visits as they increase 
their training programme, and they are introducing 
an advanced twin engine turbine helicopter 
shortly, namely the Bell 412 Griffin, as part of their 
training fleet. 
Maintenance work around the airfield continues, 
and Roger Davis, along with Howard Fawkes, 
really got dirty when they disappeared down into 
the dark bowels of the underside of the clubhouse 
to get a job done before severe winter weather 
arrived. The infamous ‘Beast from the East’ last 
March caused untold damage to our old plumbing 
system with over 50 splits, bursts, fractures and 
leaks to the old, poorly lagged copper pipe 
system. Steve Farnell replaced most of the 
damaged pipework with modern plastic pipes and 
brought in sufficient lagging to be able to lag the 
whole underfloor system. Roger has completed 
the lagging, working in uncomfortable 
surroundings, and we hope we can face anything 
that the winter weather has to offer. 
Howard Fawkes and Martin Woods have also 
been busy installing the additional alarms, 
flashers, sirens and wiring that are required to 
bring our clubhouse back to compliance with 
current Fire Safety legislation. There’s an article 
on what they have achieved elsewhere in this 

Corinne with trophy

Cobham Airbus H125 at Bodmin



newsletter. The clubhouse is now L1 compliant, 
and a much safer place as a result of the sterling 
efforts of both Howard and Martin.
The Christmas lunches took place in the 
clubhouse on December 2nd, 9th and 16th and more 
than 40 people took advantage of meals provided 
by Carol in Diner 31. The four-course dinner was 
superb, with a great choice for each course and 
the atmosphere on each day was great, with much 
jollity and laughter. Once more, thanks go to Carol 
and Steve, plus Leslie, for putting on such a great 
spread and making all of the Christmas lunches 
such a success. To finish the festivities the 
American Street Car owners, who meet in the 
clubhouse once a month, also held their informal 
Christmas ‘Snacks’ meet on December 23rd. Once 
more it was well attended despite the poor 
weather. They have already booked their breakfast 
meets throughout the whole of 2019. We look 
forward to seeing them. 
On a sad note, we have to report that a stalwart of 
the early days of the Cornwall Flying Club has 

passed away. Betty Smerdon, wife of the 
club’s former CFI Dickie Smerdon, died in the 
Midlands on November 26th at the grand old 
age of 98. She was laid to rest close to her 
home in Leicestershire. The older members of 
the club will remember Betty with fondness.
Finally, one of the nice things about having an 
‘office’ with a 360 degree vista and is high 
enough up on the edge of Bodmin Moor to 
afford an uninterrupted ‘big sky’ view is that 
you get to see some cloudscapes that are truly 
breathtaking. If you are a nephologist, you get 
to see cloud types that rarely seen. Here at 
Bodmin you do get to see many unusual cloud 
types, and one of the rarest is the 
‘Stratocumulus Fluctus’. This is better known 
as the ‘Kelvin-Helmholtz wave’ cloud, and it is 
so rare that it made it onto the BBC weather 
report on December 22nd as a ‘Weather 

Watchers’ photographic submission, when 
presenter Sarah Keith-Lucas described its 
rarity and how it forms. Usually, it’s when the 
airflow at the top of a stratus cloud is moving 
more quickly than the airflow at the base of the 
cloud. The cloud curls over, rather like the 
breakers on the sea shore, as you see from 
the picture below, taken looking towards 
Davidstow. Such a cloud is a warning to the 
pilot to steer clear, as a ‘Kelvin Helmholtz 
wave’ indicates potential severe turbulence. 
More unusual clouds in future newsletters, 
maybe!
Pub quiz question – what is a nephologist? 
Nephology is a branch of meteorology, and a 
nephologist is a person who studies clouds.  
A very Merry Christmas, and a prosperous 
New Year to all. May 2019 be a great year for 
you and yours.

Rare cloud waves over Bodmin Moor

Roger Davis down under

Club stalwart Betty Smerdon



Clubhouse fire safety 
brought up to scratch

The positive changes to our systems, as a result of 
the changes to requirements, meant that persons 
with hearing disabilities would now be able to react 
to a fire emergency due to the flasher beacons. This 
is something that was missing in our old system. The 
comprehensive upgrade meant that the clubhouse 
fire cover was now considered to be of L2 standard. 
This means that the club will now be able to attract a 
lower buildings insurance premium, which further 
reduces unnecessary costs to the club.
The work involved in making all of the necessary 
changes was quite comprehensive. This project 
required both Martin Woods and Howard Fawkes, 
working freely over two full days, to run dozens of 

metres of new electrical cable throughout the 
clubhouse, make new cable runs up into the tower, 
cut out ceiling blanks for the new detectors and 
sounders, fit all of the new equipment and complete 
a major rewiring job in the ground floor fire control 
panel to link up all of the new equipment into the 
system. Most of the cable runs had be routed 
through the roof spaces and this called for some 
dexterity and patience, Martin and Howard working 
in a confined spaces and in less than ideal 
conditions. Together they did a magnificent job of 
installing and commissioning everything, with 
Howard also completing all of the complex electrical 
installation to the required L2 certificated standard. 
To top it all, Martin donated all of the new equipment 
to the club.
Finally, Martin conducted training with the Duty 
Managers in how to maintain the legal requirements 
of weekly and monthly checks of fire alarms, 
emergency lighting and battery power availability. He 

Having the newly-revived Cornwall Strut hold their 
monthly meeting in our clubhouse has not only 
raised the profile of the club, but also made it a lot 
safer. Martin Woods, one of the Cornwall Strut 
members, is building a new aircraft that he intends 
to hangar at Bodmin. Martin is a qualified Fire 
Engineer, and during a strut meeting his eyes 
wandered around the room and he noticed that we 
might not be fully compliant with current 
regulations covering fire safety systems 
in small premises like our club.
The Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) 
Order 2005 became law in October 
2006 and replaced multiple pieces of 
legislation with one simple order. It 
requires that any persons who have 
some level of control in premises must 
take reasonable steps to reduce the risk 
from fire, and make sure people can 
safely escape if there is a fire. Its prime 
function was to set out the legal 
requirements for premises used for 
non-domestic purposes, such as 
Cornwall Flying Club. It segregates all 
types of non-domestic premises into 
complexity and size, where we would 
fall into the category ‘Small and Medium 
Places of Assembly’. The definition of 
‘Small Place of Assembly’ is one where 
60 or fewer people can be accommodated at any 
one time, i.e. the clubhouse.
Martin offered to conduct a complete survey of the 
clubhouse and tower, at no cost, to see whether we 
complied with the regulation, but more importantly 
with the newly-amended British Standard BS 
5839-1, which covers fire detection and fire 
systems in commercial buildings, and which came 
into force in August 2017. This covers the planning, 
design, installation, commissioning and 
maintenance of fire detection and fire alarm 
systems in and around commercial buildings. 
As expected, Martin’s survey discovered that we 
were deficient in a number of areas. We required 
an additional five smoke detectors, including one in 
the Tower, which had no fire protection whatsoever, 
an additional heat detector, four new sounder 
beacons, two flasher beacons, an additional 
emergency call point, two new batteries in the 
control panel and a new tamper-proof fuse spur.

Martin (left) and Howard install the wiring



also donated a Fire Check Record Keeping Book 
so we can keep a record of all these legal checks.
As a result of Martin Woods’ generosity and 
installation knowledge, plus Howard Fawkes’ 
professional electrical skills, we now possess a 
Clubhouse that is replete with nine smoke 
detectors, four sounders beacons, two flasher 
beacons in the clubhouse, one heat detector in the 
kitchen, one emergency fire call point at each end 
of the clubhouse and a fully upgraded fire control 
panel. 
Thanks to Martin and Howard we are now safer 
than we have ever been. Well done, gentlemen.

Scholarship win 
for Corinne
CFC Board member and Treasurer Corinne Dennis 
has won a £1,000 British Women Pilots Association 
Scholarship which will be used to help her refine the 
Advanced Level aerobatic routines she flies in her 
Pitts Special G-TWRL.
Corinne received her Scholarship, sponsored by Air 
Total, at a BWPA ceremony before Christmas at 
Boarstall in Buckinghamshire. The award is for a 
flying project “which described a realistic, feasible, 
well-planned and interesting project which also has a 
high chance of completion”. 
Corinne will spend the scholarship money on 
obtaining professional ground assessments of her 
flying. She explains: “From the cockpit it can be 
difficult to judge precisely whether your judgement is 
perfectly accurate, and there’s an advantage in 
having a critical expert eye on the ground. I need that 
sort of feedback to take my flying to the next level.”
Corinne, who built and maintains her own aircraft, is 
pictured receiving her award from commercial pilot 
and instructor Julie Westhorp, Chair of the BWPA’s 
Awards and Scholarships Committee.

Let’s build a 
plane right here!
We may be a small flying club in a fairly remote part 
of the country, but as far as Light Aircraft 
Association Chief Executive Steve Slater is 
concerned, Bodmin is a centre of excellence for 
everything his organisation represents. 
On this airfield we have all the expertise you could 
possibly want to help you choose and build your 
own aircraft, or inspect and buy one that someone 
else has built. There are people to help and advise 
you throughout your build, people to inspect your 
work and sign it off, people to test-fly your aircraft 
and teach you to fly it, and when you’ve got your 
PPL they can help you build your skills with 
continuation training.
“People in many parts of Britain would be envious of 
what you have here,” Steve said at our 
AEROCLUB/Cornwall Strut evening on November 
28th. “In fact there are some large urban centres 
that don’t have the sort of access you have here.” 
Steve mentioned the re-establishment of the 
Cornwall Strut by Pete White as another positive 
move and thanked him in particular for his work with 
young people, on whom the future of general 
aviation depends. 
Apart from Pete, Steve’s roll of honour includes:
*Nigel Ramsey, co-ordinator of the Cornwall Strut, 
founder of the Suffolk Strut, leader of the Solent 
Strut, engineer and expert on Shadow aircraft;
*Rod Bellamy, engineer of distinction, acres of 
accolades; 
*David Millin, LAA board member, chairman of 
Devon Strut and specialist in coordinating LAA 
Struts and Type Clubs. 
Mike Hanley, LAA inspector, builder, runs Roche 
Airfield with…
*Peter Gibbs, engineer – electrics and avionics;
*Francis Moyle, experienced autogyro pilot and 
fixed wing pilot who helps to run St Merryn Airfield. 
*Howard Fawkes, LAA CRI and coach.
Steve Slater has an unusual connection with Rod 
Bellamy, whose father Viv commissioned the Currie 
Wot aircraft which Steve purchased last year. This 
plane, G-APNT, is famous as the ‘Airymouse’ 
owned by Westlands test pilot Harald Penrose – he 
bought her from Viv Bellamy in 1959 and wrote a 
book of that name about his adventures in her 
during his retirement. Steve and Rod were meeting 
for the first time, and Rod was able to help Steve 
with information on the aircraft and the people who 
appeared in photographs Steve has collected of 



Airymouse. During her life she’s had a number of 
engines of various sizes, she’s been flown on floats 
and she’s had several owners all over the country. 
But Rod is happy that she’s now in good hands.
Steve also owns a Cub, a Tipsy Trainer and various 
other ‘projects’ and has promised to try to bring 
Airymouse to Bodmin next summer, headwinds 
permitting. He was introduced by Pete White as 
someone who brought a deep knowledge of grass 
roots flying back to the LAA executive, something 
that has previously been missing. Steve said that 
the LAA had had five chief executives in seven 
years before he took over, but said it wasn’t 
because of shortcomings in the organisation, which 
he characterises as excellent on every level, and 
vital for the continuation of private flying in Britain.
Without the LAA, we couldn’t do half of what we do 
– either because we couldn’t afford to, or it simply 
wouldn’t be possible at all. The LAA is trusted by the 
CAA to take responsibility for aircraft on Permits to 
Fly – that is to say, anything that does not hold an 
EASA Certificate of Airworthiness, which covers 
everything up to an including the DH Comet at the 
Shuttleworth. If it’s home-built, it’s less than 400 hp, 
it weighs less than two tonnes, or it is an ‘orphan’ 
aircraft without manufacturing support, it is probably 
eligible for a Permit to Fly. You could in theory get a 
Certificate for any aircraft, but the expense would be 
horrendous. Steve said the LAA has 7,800 members 
and 300 inspectors, with 2,700 aircraft on Permits to 

Fly and 600 building projects in train. That’s more 
than all the commercial and military aircraft in the 
sky put together. He outlined the way in which the 
LAA had changed since it was founded as the 
Popular Flying Association in 1946. In those days, 
most homebuilts started out as sets of plans; today 
most kits are part-built, and many more people are 
flying aircraft they have not themselves built – they 
don’t have the background understanding that 
comes with building. Kit aircraft can be much more 
sophisticated, and much more expensive; an RV-8 
runs to six figures. 
Membership is stable – rising slightly, which is 
unusual among general aviation organisations – 
and while the number of LAA aircraft has doubled 
since 1994, and the number of hours they fly has 
risen by 50 percent, the number of accidents has 
remained constant at about 55 a year. “That’s one 
of the reasons the CAA and the insurance 
companies trust us,” Steve said. “The CAA is keen 
to have us take on more responsibility – they want 
us to take over gyrocopters, and the Yak fleet – 
we’re looking at both.”
The LAA is also responsible for advocacy and 
consultation, for engineering and inspection 
regimes, and for training and education of builders 
and pilots. They run training courses in woodwork 
and metalwork, and such specialities as Rotax 
engines. Their turnover is £1.2 million, and they’re 
spending £50,000 a year to bring on new, younger 
engineers and inspectors – the current roster, like 
the membership, is getting long in the tooth. One 
third of LAA members are over 65. 
“We are sponsoring younger pilots with bursaries of 
£1,500, available to those who have gone solo,” 
Steve said. He identified the main challenges 
general aviation faces as increasing controlled 
airspace and loss of airfields. “The CAA’s airspace 
management is non-existent,” he said. “They have 
no legal system for reclaiming controlled airspace. 
As an example, runway 31 at Glasgow closed 12 
years ago but it’s protected by a fillet of airspace 
which cannot be reclaimed, and aircraft are forced 
to go round. At Durham Tees Valley, the controller 
can take a tea break when he or she has no traffic 
to deal with, but when the controller is on a tea 
break, the airspace is closed to everyone – even 
though it’s axiomatic that there’s no traffic in the 
zone. The lack of CAA diligence in investigating 
these issues is a real cause for concern. Thank god 
for Grant Shapps and the All Party Parliamentary 
Group on General Aviation. They now have 311 
Parliamentarians, and they’re the largest single 
interest group.”
There are other, less obvious challenges, one of 
which is long-term liability on homebuilt aircraft. 

Steve Slater with Rod Bellamy



“We’re finding that years later, people can be sued 
by those who have bought their aircraft. In the 
United States some builders are cutting up their 
aircraft rather than selling them.”
But on the most basic fronts, the situation is sunny. 
“We had 958 arrivals at the LAA rally at Sywell this 
year,” Steve said. “There were up to eleven aircraft 
on final simultaneously, and aircraft were departing 
at the rate of 143 per hour.”
What does the future hold? Obviously the LAA is 
geared up for electric aircraft, and microjets will be 
making an appearance – but the drone business is 
likely to be overwhelming. From next year the CAA’s 
drone department will be bigger than the GA 
department – keep your eyes peeled.

The Grace Spitfire, 
and other film stars

Dismal December weather, with the wind howling 
around the Tower and horizontal rain lashing the 
windows, failed to put  damper on the December 
AEROCLUB night, at which the renowned author 
and documentary producer Graham Hurley told us 
about some of his most famous work – the TV 
programmes he made on the Grace Spitfire, Perfect 
Lady and Going Solo.
We watched the latter, which some of us were 
surprised to realise is now almost 30 years old – the 
Spitfire’s restorer Nick Grace died in a car accident 
in 1988. It tells the story of how his young widow 
Carolyn chose to honour Nick’s memory by learning 
to fly the Spitfire, and indeed she and her son 
Richard have kept it flying at air shows around the 
country ever since. 
Graham Hurley, whose professional credits include 
filming the Titanic and the Bismarck at the bottom of 
the Atlantic, rates the Spitfire documentaries among 
his favourite works. Although not a pilot, he has 
been an aviation aficionado since childhood – his 
father was an RAF navigator on Beaufighters in the 
war – and he gets airborne when he can.
He came across the Grace Spitfire under 
restoration at St Merryn when he was making a film 
about the 50th anniversary of the maiden flight of the 
type, and he became so fascinated by Nick Grace’s 
meticulous work on the project that he made 
another film about it – that was Perfect Lady. A 
1944 Mk IX built at Castle Bromwich, the aircraft 
had been credited with the first kill over France on 
D-Day. She’s been converted to a two-seater for 
training with the Irish Air Corps, and Nick had saved 
her from scrap. Graham explained how Nick had 

been killed in a car crash for which he was blameless 
– he was broadsided by a driver who had passed out, 
having forgotten to take his insulin – leaving Carolyn 
with two small children, and the completed Spitfire. 
The story of her type conversion and first solo were 
told in this engaging and emotional film, Going Solo.
Graham harked back to his own early life, when his 
father – a clerk with Clacton council, both before and 
after his stint as an RAF aviator – had saved enough 
money to take the family to Jersey from Ipswich 
airport in a de Havilland Dove. When the cockpit door 
opened the pilot stepped out, and it was a woman! 
Seven-year-old Graham asked whether she was the 
stewardess. “No, I’m the pilot,” she replied, somewhat 
brusquely, and refused to give Graham a barley 
sugar.
Many years later when Graham was a big important 
documentary-maker Carolyn Grace introduced him to 
Jackie Moggridge, the famous ATA pilot who had in 
fact delivered the Grace Spitfire to its unit in 1944. 
After the war, Jackie said, she had worked as a pilot 
for Channel Airways, flying a de Havilland Dove. Did 
she remember, Graham asked, an impertinent small 
boy who had mistaken her for a stewardess? Yes, 
she did. “That was me,” said Graham. And Jackie 
added: “You didn’t get your barley sugar, did you.” 
When Jackie died in 2004, her ashes were scattered 
over Dunkeswell from the Grace Spitfire.
Graham had many more hoary tales, of flights in 
military jets and their associated discomforts, and of 
his insider’s association with RIAT – his book Air 
Show tells of a year’s preparation for the world’s 
biggest air show, and it’s available on Amazon 
together with two dozen other books by Graham 
Hurley. Many thanks to Graham for making the trip to 
Bodmin, especially on a wild and uncongenial night 
when decent folk were indoors, and thanks as usual 
to Pete White for arranging the talk.

Graham Hurley (right) with Pete White



AEROCLUB and Cornwall Strut at BODMIN AIRFIELD 
On Wednesday 13th February 2019 at 19.30, (18.00 for a meal) 
 

 
 

Leith Whittington – Professional Navigator  
 
Leith joined the Flight Operations section of British United Airways in late 1969 as a 
Trainee Navigator working in Flight Dispatch between training flights and terms at the 
London School of Navigation, Sir John Cass College, London. The long haul fleet comprised 
four Vickers VC10 aircraft with routes to North, East and West Africa, South America 
together with occasional charter flights to North America. 
 
In 1973, British United Airways combined with Caledonian Airways. British Caledonian 
was born. At this time the long haul fleet comprised the four VC10’s and six Boeing 707’s. 
All long haul flights carried Flight Navigators and the route network expanded to include a 
wide range of destinations on charter work. 
 
Aeronautical navigation at that time was by traditional methods. Leith will explain the 
methods and tools of navigation at that time and tell the story of the replacement of the 
professional navigator with electronic systems which, by the late 1970’s, had removed 
them from the flight deck: The electronic age had begun. 
 
Many navigators were made redundant and moved into other careers or retired. Leith’s 
journey was different and took him into the training school where he trained pilots how 
to use the systems that had replaced him and others on the flight deck. 
 
 
All are welcome at our evening social events so bring your family and friends but please 
do contact Jay on 01208 821419 especially if you would like to book a pre talk meal  from 
Diner 3 1. (Dining from 18.00) 
 
 
Pete White, AEROCLUB, 01752 406660 or 07805 805679 or pete@aeronca.co.uk   
 



BODMIN AIRFIELD EVENTS 2019
 

May 4th (Sat). LADIES DAY FLY-IN. When we encourage ladies to fly-in, drive in, cycle in, 
walk in or what ever mode of transport suits you and enjoy the ambience of our little airfield 
nestled on the side of Bodmin Moor.

May 18th (Sat) RIN TOP NAV Competition---Come and join us at this prestigious navigation 
event which is open to pilots of all ages. Loads of fun using just the basic skills we were all 
taught when in training. 2018 saw 10 crews taking part so come along and grow that number!

June 29th (Sat) Theatre Night! To celebrate the 100 year anniversary of the 1st non-stop 
Atlantic crossing by Alcock and Brown in June 1919. We have invited The Foundry Group, a 
superb national touring company, with their comedy play ‘The Magnificent Men...‘to Bodmin 
Airfield for just the one night so book your seat soon! Food and a Bar will be available.

July 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 9th, 10th & 11th Wing Walking at Bodmin. After the very successful wing 
walking events in 2017 and 2018 we are back to give you the chance of a lifetime to soar 
above Cornwall on the wing of a Boeing Stearman biplane. This is becoming very popular, 
especially for charities, and we already have over 75 people booked. Please use the contact 
details below if you want to join us and have a go…

July 20th (Sat) Action Stations. For our annual Action Stations event at the airfield we have 
invited military aircraft, military vehicles and re-enactors to join us to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of D-Day and the Normandy landings.  Plus our special guests are Help4Heroes.

August 4th (Sun) LUNDY ISLAND FLY-OUT The annual ‘Lundy Sunday’ event is well 
supported by our local flyers as well as pilots from around the UK, Ireland and the Channel 
Islands. 
PPR is essential from Pete White 01752 406660 or 07805 805679.

September 7th (Sat) The 2019 Cornwall Strut Fly-in.  The first Cornwall Strut fly-in, in 2018, 
was a great success and we once again invite all to join us including classic and vintage 
vehicles.

TMT Nostalgic Flight Tiger Moths will be in action in 2019 and the dates will be 
released as soon as they available.

All are welcome and remember we have the Diner 31 cafe available for food and 
beverages. Pete White — Events Director, AEROCLUB & Events Organiser 01752 406660 -- 07805 805679 
--pete@aeronca.co.uk 
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