
Downwind approaches in a 40-knot wind? No bother…

Big savings on block bookings
As presaged in the March issue of the Bodmin 
Flyer, the Club has decided to offer block booking 
discounts which many members will surely find 
beneficial. 
If you buy a ten-hour block, you will be entitled to a 
10% discount, which means that at current prices 
you’d save £145 on G-EGLA and £130 on the 
C152s. The ten hours will have to be used within 
six months of the date of purchase. 
The purpose of offering block booking discounts is 
to kick-start the flying season, to encourage people 
to fly in order to improve their handling skills and 
confidence, to generate cash flow at the end of a 
long thin winter, and to increase utilisation of our 
assets. For serious hours-builders we’re offering a 
15 percent discount on a 50-hour block, which 

equates to a saving of more than £1,000 over our 
current rate for the C172 – and that’s already the 
lowest in the south west. A 50-hour block on the 
C152s will save a pilot £975.The usual caveats apply 
– there’s a three-hour minimum charge if you take an 
aircraft away for a full day, and fuel bought elsewhere 
will be paid for by the Club at the Bodmin rate. Block 
booked hours can only be flown in the mainland 
United Kingdom – the Club doesn’t have the 
resources to recover aircraft that go tech in Ulan 
Bator or wherever. The 50-hour block offer applies 
only to Monday-Friday flights, and as with the ten-
hour discount block, hours must be flown off within 
six months of the date of purchase.
If you want any more details talk to the Airfield 
Manager or any Board member. Happy flying!
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Stirring the 
alphabet soup
By Nick Chittenden 
As of March 1st 2019, Cornwall Flying Club Ltd 
received approval as a Declared Training 
Organisation (DTO) from the CAA. At the same 
time the existing Registered Training Facility (RTF) 
approval was permanently withdrawn. 
So what does this mean for the club? Well, as of 
April 9th 2019 all RTFs will be defunct, and indeed 
they’ve technically been obsolete since 2012 and 
operating solely on ‘grandfather rights’ after the 
CAA stopped registering any new facility under 
that system. Had we not become a DTO then, as 
of 9th April, we would not have been able to 
undertake any ab initio training at Bodmin. 
Unfortunately EASA and the CAA did not enable 
the DTO legislation until late last year, so existing 
RTFs only had a few months to make the transition 
to a DTO.  
One of the drawbacks of the RTF was that it had 
no oversight from the CAA. Some might see the 
lack of oversight as advantageous; believe me, it 
wasn’t. As a DTO we have direct contact with the 
CAA and a Licensing Officer has been appointed 
to periodically audit our paperwork, including the 
annual training and safety reports. As Bodmin is an 
unlicensed aerodrome we also had to carry out a 
Risk Assessment to identify and mitigate potential 
issues which might occur during flight training in 
such an environment. 
As for personnel, I am the ‘Responsible 
Representative’, effectively working as 
accountable manager with the primary role of 
compliance, including oversight of the Introductory 
Flight program. Bruce Abbott is ‘Head of Training’ 
and CFI, and Richard Saw is ‘Safety 
Representative’. Bruce and I have updated several 
documents to reflect the change. 
All this change is very much behind the scenes 
and makes little noticeable difference to the 
training program from the student’s perspective. 
We can currently train for the EASA PPL, EASA 
LAPL, EASA Aerobatic rating and all National 
licences and ratings.
*The Board commended Nick Chittenden for the 
work he has done on our DTO application, which 
was far from straightforward and involved a lot of 
time spent in of document study, official 
clarification and CAA form-filling, all absolutely 
essential if we were going to be able to stay in 
business, and all done gratis in his spare time. 
Thanks, Nick, and well done. – Pat Malone

Not a pretty sight…

The roof over 
our heads…
By Pat Malone
At the AGM in November Pete Chapman proposed 
that all members be asked to contribute to a special 
fund for the repair of the Clubhouse. This was 
voted for overwhelmingly by the 64 members 
present, with no votes against. Later, Peter had 
second thoughts – was the Clubhouse so 
dilapidated, he wondered, that it wasn’t worth 
throwing good money away on repairs? Should we 
instead start raising money for a replacement 
building?

So the Directors decided to have a full 
structural survey done, and asked Roger Davis to 
do the job. Roger’s report was presented to the 
March meeting of the Board, and in fact, it’s 
relatively good news. The report says that while the 
building is cosmetically poor and quite a lot of work 
is urgently required, the basic structure remains 
sound and should have a few years of life in it yet.
So we’ve decided to activate Plan A, as outlined by 
Pete in November, and ask for £25 from each 
member to rejuvenate the building and add at least 
another decade to its life.

We are hugely indebted to Roger for 
undertaking the survey, which involved crawling 
under, around and over the building, stripping 



panels and looking at remote crannies where 
for many years no light has shone – and this is 
on top of the repair work that Roger volunteers 
to do every week for the benefit of all. In March 
the Board yet again recorded its thanks to 
Roger for his work.

The survey shows that the most 
pressing problem is the kitchen, where the 

ceiling is starting to drop, followed by the bar 
window, which is bowing outwards. Next in line 
for treatment is the front of the building. The 
rest is cosmetic, Roger says, as the underlying 
structure appears sound. At the front, the 
windows and doors have rot at the bottom, and 
both window sills are rotten. The skin is rotten 
below the window sills. 

Along the side by the wood store it looks 
horrible, but the rot is largely confined to the 
skin. There is some rot in supporting structure 
at the bottom which would have to be dealt with, 
and some minor woodworm further up. There 

seems to be a shiplap skin underneath for at 
least part of this wall, and it looks to be solid.

The area that needs most work is the kitchen 
wall, where the underlying structure needs 
extensive rebuilding. The ceiling in the kitchen is 
starting to sag, possibly because the supporting 
structure is rotting. Roger says there is also at 
least one, and could be as many as three, water 
tanks above the kitchen – that’s a lot of weight! 
The soil vent pipe needs repair, while the waste 
pipes under the gents toilet are leaking and 
damaging floor supports; they need to be re-
routed. There are four Crittall single-glazed 
windows which probably should be replaced 
while the frames are being rebuilt. Putting 
insulation under the cladding would also be a 
good idea.

The clubhouse is actually made up of two 
buildings, joined where the kitchen and bar 
begin, and they are different widths. Roger 
suggests rebuilding out to the width of the wider 
hut – the main room – which would allow us to 
expand the kitchen slightly, and wouldn’t cost 
any more in terms of materials. The roof is 

underfelted and should be watertight; only minor 
repairs are needed to patch it up. The valley 
between the roof and the Tower needs attention 
to prevent leaks, and ventilation is required in the 
roof space as there is evidence of mould on the 
underfelt. Roger says: “In my opinion the repairs 
aren’t too technical as the club house is basically 
a shed, and the work could be done in-house 
with a couple of people.”

This being so, the Club will be emailing 
the members in the near future seeking 
contributions to pay for the materials. A donation 
of £25 has been suggested, but don’t let that 
stop you if you feel able to contribute more. The 
more we get, the more work we’ll be able to do, 
the more comfortable the clubhouse can be 
made, and the longer it will last.

Rot under doors and windows

Ugliness is only skin-deep

Loo leaks and other nasties



Consultation on the 
Articles of Association
Every full member should by now have had a copy 
of the draft Articles of Association of the Club, 
which was emailed out for consultation on March 
17th. Amendments will be incorporated into the 
document before it is sent again to full members to 
vote on adoption – a protracted process, but one 
which is required by company law. The comment 
period closes on April 16th.

Our current Articles, which date from 1991, 
have long been recognised as being unfit for 
purpose, and the need for an update has been 
accepted at the last two Annual General Meetings. 
The Articles pre-date the internet and made no 
provision for electronic voting, although the Club 
established that it could be used in Board elections 
because it had been properly adopted at an AGM. 
The new version sweeps away out-dated 
provisions and incorporates others more suited to 
the Club’s operations in the 21st century. 

Club member Leith Whittington has brought 
his professional expertise to the business of 
updating the Articles, and we are grateful for the 
time and effort he has invested over the last few 
months. Without his assistance the rewriting of the 
Articles would have been a much more difficult 
proposition, probably involving outside 
consultancies and associated costs.

Once a final text is agreed we will pass a 
Company Resolution to adopt the Articles, which 
will be done after the ballot of members on the 
issue. Any comments on the Articles should be sent 
to chairman@cornwallflyingclub.com before April 
16th. 

Why we need a 
Code of Conduct
By Pat Malone
Members have also been sent a copy of the new 
Code of Conduct, which will be adopted at the 
same time as the Articles of Association. Some 
may question why we need a written Code, 
which after all sets out only what common 
decency ought to tell us – that we owe it to our 
fellow members to behave in a reasonable 
manner. Unfortunately, a recent regrettable 

incident highlights exactly why we must take 
action. 

In March a female student complained 
to the Duty Manager that she was unlikely to 
come and fly with us again due to the boorish 
behaviour of a small group of men in the 
clubhouse. Their conversation, language and 
manner made her feel so uncomfortable that 
she was unable to wait in the clubhouse for 
her instructor, and went elsewhere.

Who among us thinks it’s okay to 
behave like this? Somebody does, which is 
why we are forced to write down officially that 
members should “conduct themselves in a 
manner which does not cause distress or 
discomfiture to fellow members or visitors”, 
and to set out methods for dealing with such 
behaviour, and the sanctions that will follow. 

Cornwall Flying Club should be a 
place where any member should feel able to 
bring his or her family without fear of being 
embarrassed or ashamed at the barrack-
room language and loutish behaviour of a tiny 
minority. The Code of Conduct equips us to 
deal with such a situation.

We’re not asking for saintly behaviour, 
simply for acceptable standards of decorum. 
It ought to go without saying, but it seems 
that in the modern world, it doesn’t. So we’ve 
said it. And we will act upon it.

GPS Rollover 
Keep a close eye on your GPS on April 6th, 
the date of the ‘GPS Rollover’ which may 
cause some systems, especially older ones, 
to default to an incorrect date and give a 
nonsensical position readout. The rollover 
happens because for various reasons the 
week number encoded into the GPS signal 
only goes up to 1023, after which it reverts to 
Week Zero. Timing is supremely important 
with GPS – an error of one nanosecond in 
timing equates to one foot of position – so if 
your GPS suddenly thinks it’s 1980 again, it’s 
not going to give you a trustworthy fix. The 
current period began on August 22nd 1999, 
and April 6th is the date on which the rollover 
happens. Most modern GPS receivers 
shouldn’t be affected, although tests on some 
units have showed that they interpret the 
rollover as the date shifting back to January 
6th, 1980. While you should never repose all 
your faith in your GPS unit, April 6th is a day 
on which to be particularly attentive. 
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In like a lion…
By Jay Gates
As the old weather adage goes, ‘March winds’… 
and you’re not wrong there! But first, February.
February was running pretty much in line with the 
year before and, as expected, it ended that way. 
We enjoyed a total of 314 movements in the 
month, which accords almost exactly with 2018 
where we had 303 movements. The best day was 
24th February where we recorded a creditable 47 
movements, all down to the incredibly spring like 
weather that we experienced at month 
end. The fuel figures followed the 
same trend as the previous year; we 
had dispensed 2,130 litres by the end 
of 28th February, which compared to 
2,100 litres recorded for February 
2018. So all in all it didn’t look bad 
when you realise that we actually lost 
a full 11 days of flying due to inclement 
weather during the month, i.e, fully 
40% of the month lost to non-revenue!
So we ran into March hoping that we 
can sustain, at the very least, an 
average that would mirror the year 
before. But then the ‘March winds’ 
decided to blow, and blow they did. No 
sooner had the month started than 
Storm ‘Freya’ blew in from the south 
west with 44 knot gusts and sustained winds of 
over 25 knots for almost three days. No sooner 
had ‘Freya’ headed off than she was followed by 
Storm ‘Gareth’ who blew in from the north west 
with 43 knot gusts and sustained winds of over 
25 knots for a full four days, followed by two 
further days of 20 knot winds and persistent rain. 
Who calls a storm ‘Gareth’? It doesn’t project a 
name that brings fear to the heart where visions 
of epic bad weather are concerned. Nothing 
personal to any Gareth’s out there, of course. 
One of the windy lows that came over us a day 
after ‘Gareth’ had passed then deepened and 
was named Storm ‘Eberhard’ by the German 
Meteorological Service. ‘Eberhard’ went on to 
cause much damage and some fatalities in 
Germany. In the first half of March nine days 
were lost – 50% of available time – and a total of 
only 82 movements were recorded, and just 720 
litres of fuel dispensed. In March 2018 we had 
203 movements with over 1,650 litres of fuel 
dispensed over the entire month. It will be 
interesting to see how March eventually turns 
out. The aftermath of any strong frontal weather 

system, associated with a deep low, is that the 
post frontal skies are often beautifully chaotic and 
fabulous to look at. With ‘Freya’ this turned out to 
be exactly so. Pilots know to keep well away from 
any ‘anvil’ cloud – or to give them their proper 
name, Cumulonimbus Capillatus or 
Cumulonimbus Incus – as these are giant super 
cells, often rising to over 40,000 feet, containing 
everything violent that a pilot never wants to 
meet; rain, hail, ice, updraughts, downdraughts, 
turbulence, lightning and much more. They 
normally glide around as individual cells, easily 
spotted and easily avoided. A day after the 
passage of ‘Freya’ a connected frontal line of no 

less than seven embedded anvil clouds, both of 
the Capillatus and the Incus variety, were spotted 
south of the airfield moving along the south coast 
in one dangerous grouping. Beautiful to see such 
a rare mass gathering of this beautiful cloud 
formation in one place, but thankfully they never 
came over the airfield.
Despite the indifferent weather, we have seen one 
or two interesting visitors. The furthest visitor 
welcomed was Cessna 182 G-BFZD who came in 
from Sleap in Shropshire, dropped off one person 
and then immediately headed off to White 
Waltham before doing the reciprocal route later in 
the day. Quite a day out for one pilot! One very 
interesting visitor carried a registration that some 
of our members would not realise was actually 
British, namely a lovely Cirrus SR22T Platinum 
that arrived from Fairoaks in Surrey carrying the 
registration 2-RORO. Those of our members with 
a maritime background will know that like British 
aircraft, British ships have callsigns beginning 
with the letter ‘G’.  Who could forget, for example, 
that the magnificent Merchant Navy flagship, 
Cunard’s ‘RMS Queen Elizabeth 2’ carried ‘GBTT’ 

That’s close enough, thanks



as her callsign. There were never enough 
callsigns to go round, so British ships were also 
assigned ‘M’ as a callsign. The beautiful P&O 
Liner ‘SS Orsova’ carried ‘MABA’ as her callsign. 
British ships required even more callsigns, and 
smaller ships were assigned a ‘2’ callsign – I 
recall sailing as a cadet on the training ship 
‘Lancastrian’ which had the callsign ‘2DCR’. And 
so it is with aircraft registrations, but with a twist. 
We are surrounded by Crown Dependencies – 
the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands – who 
wanted their own registers too. So ‘M’ was 
assigned to the Isle of Man, and the ‘2’ 
registration was assigned to Guernsey. Thus 
2-RORO is owned by a Guernsey corporation, 
and one would assume something to do with 
the shipping or maritime transportation 
industry connected to roll-on roll-off traffic.
As always, we welcome military rotary visitors 
and it is always gratifying to host the ‘big 
daddy’ of the services when a Chinook 
helicopter comes calling. On March 12th when 
Storm Gareth was blowing through we got a 
call from 27 Squadron Operations at RAF 
Odiham to ask if one of their Chinook HC.4 
helicopters, which was exercising with troops 
in the Davidstow area, could come in to 
Bodmin for approximately 20 minutes of circuit 
training, arriving at 1550 local time. Naturally, 
we accepted the request. Well, 1550 local time 
became 1710 local time and it would appear that 
Storm Gareth had beaten the RAF as he was a 
‘no-show’, and the daily airfield shutdown was 
under way. That was until 1711 local when ‘Titan 
2’ called Bodmin Radio inbound. By this time, the 
dreadful driving wind and rain had given way to 
driving wind only, but 40 knots of wind is 
obviously nothing to worry a Chinook. The wokka 
duly arrived, interestingly showing no alpha-
numeric identification marks other than her 
Royal Air Force logo. After a suitable amount of 
circuits Titan 2 headed back to Davidstow to 

continue with the official exercise and the airfield 
closed, allowing us to record just that one 
movement for the whole day. But what a 
movement it was!
We had an interesting set of visitors over a three-
day period in March with the arrival of a team 
from Rescue Global. Rescue Global are a UK 
Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) that 
specialises in Worldwide Disaster Management 
and Resilience, and who have recently relocated 
their headquarters from London to Cornwall. We 
were contacted in mid-February by their 
Operations Manager, Mike Robinson, to ask if 
they could use the airfield to conduct a training 
exercise for their Tactical Advisory and Pathfinder 
Teams who would use the airfield as a mock 
forward operating base and plan to use, and 
operate, a newly designed UAV drone that can 
carry and deliver small critical payloads into 
disaster and remote areas. Mike is an aviator 
himself and is a former Army Air Corps (AAC) 
Lynx Helicopter Commander. Mike came down to 
the airfield in late February and we held meetings 

to discuss and agree on how best to facilitate 
their training requirements and to agree protocols 
for drone use at a ‘live’ airfield. (See separate 
article in this newsletter.)
Our generous benefactors continue with yet more 
wood donations for the clubhouse log burning 
fire, and again, it is Richard Bracey we have to 
thank for a pile of pallets. Once cut up they will 
make a welcome addition to the wood pile in the 
shed. Thanks also to Reg Stainer for his 
continued donation of a ready-chopped small 
tree, to go with his previous timber donation. 
Roger Davis (what would we do without him) 

Cirrus on the Guernsey register

Our only movement that day



continues his never ending efforts to maintain and 
repair the estate. In March he has serviced, 
cleaned, sharpened and oiled the gang mowers, 
and given them a run with a quick runway and 
taxiway cut. He is now working to bring the topper 
back to pristine condition, ready for the summer 
grass growth. I have said it before, and I say it 
again – this club is truly lucky, and honoured, to 
have such selfless people who give of their time 
so freely to keep the club and the airfield looking 
so neat and tidy and in some semblance of 
working order.
Bodmin Airfield is, as always, very proud of its 
community outreach programme and the part it 
plays in local society. This programme of 
engagement also encompasses the local schools, 
and especially the Work Experience programme 
which we offer to 15 year olds. Normally we select 
applicants to spend up to a week with us 
throughout July, sometimes having two students 
per week. This year we have already assigned 
places to six students in July. It is very rare for 
students to come along in March, but this is what 
has recently happened. We accepted a spring 
request to take Josh Gowling, a 15 year old pupil 
from St. Piran’s School in Hayle. Josh wants to be 
an airline pilot (who at that age doesn’t?), had a 
great week with us and he was given a variety of 
tasks throughout the week to enable him to get a 
flavour of the variety of jobs that need doing to 
keep a flying club and a small airfield operational. 
He washed club aircraft, swept hangars, filled the 
wood shed with logs and learned all about the 
history of ICAO, and how this brings the CAA and 
EASA regulations that govern our world. The best 
part of his week was probably the fact that Josh 
got to go flying, not once, but twice. He was 
invited along on a G-EGLA introductory flight by a 

customer whose wife did not want to accompany 
him on the day. The customer generously invited 
Josh to take the empty seat. Then one of our 
many great members, Jeff Stratton, who flies G-
CSUE, the Savannah VG Microlight, came in to 
do a spot of flying later in the week and asked 
Josh if he would like to spend an hour in the skies 
above Cornwall with him. Naturally Josh accepted 
and loved the experience, and we are grateful to 
Jeff for the opportunity that was afforded to Josh, 
and let him take such great memories back to 
school.

Josh gets a taste of aviation

Corinne’s on the telly!
Members may recall that last year a film crew 
who were making a TV documentary series 
about Devon and Cornwall came to Cornwall 
Flying Club to film Corinne Dennis and her Pitts 
Special G-TWRL, which she built herself and 
flies to aerobatic display standard. Well, the 
episode will be aired this month – on Monday 
April 29th at 9pm on More4. So be in, or set your 
recording timers…
The ‘Devon & Cornwall’ series starts on Monday 
April 1st and the programme featuring Corinne is 
episode five. According to the producers, the 
series “celebrates the people who live and work 
in this beautiful corner of Britain and revels in the 
incredible landscapes in which they live.”
*Thanks to Corinne, we will soon have the 
opportunity to offer Aerobatics Training or 
Experience Flights at Bodmin in the very latest 
cutting edge aerobatic hot-ship: the Extra 330 
LX. This is a brand new, high performance two-
seat competition aerobatic aircraft operated by 
Nick Wakefield of The Aerobatics Company 
based at Shobdon.
The aircraft was flown into Bodmin on March 26th 
so that Nick Wakefield could to spend two days 
coaching Corinne for her display flying. The 
tuition is being partly funded by a bursary from 
Air Total which was awarded to Corinne by the 
British Women’s Pilot Association. Corinne 
reports that the coaching has been hugely Corinne with her Pitts



beneficial and rewarding, and she and is 
looking forward to the next training session 
when she has practiced all her homework and 
got up to speed on everything Nick taught her.
More information on aerobatic flights will be 
published in an upcoming newsletter, but if you 
want to book, please contact Nick directly on  
nick.wakefield@theaerobaticscompany.co.uk 
or 07818 423579. Logistics will be coordinated 
by Corinne – Corinne@twirlybatics.com

Nick, Corinne, Pitts and Extra

A woman’s place is in the air
By Pat Malone
Five percent. That’s the level of women’s 
participation in aviation, and despite every effort 
to encourage girls to look on flying as a pastime 
or a career, it’s stuck at that level pretty much 
since the earliest days of aviation. The question 
of how we’re going to get more women into 
aviation is a complex one, and sometimes the 
answers may be counter-intuitive. Refreshingly 
(for a white male of a certain age) the blame is 
not pinned solely on white males of a certain age 
– at our Aeroclub meeting in March the Archivist 
of the British Women Pilots Association, Beverley 
Harrison, set out the fruits of her own research on 
the topic, some of which had surprised her. For 
instance, at an aviation careers exhibition all the 
boys had asked for information on becoming 
pilots, while all the girls had expressed interest in 
becoming air hostesses. So there are deep-
seated cultural influences at work, and 
stereotypes rule perceptions.

Women have nonetheless ploughed an impressive 
furrow in the aviation industry, and there are many, 
many role models for girls to emulate. Beverley gave 
us a quick run-down of some of the female high-
achievers in flying, starting with Letitia Ann Sage, who 
was the first British woman to fly – in a Lunardi 
balloon in 1785. Gertrude Bacon was another 
balloonist; the daughter of a scientist, she flew in the 
19th century to make astronomical observations. She 
was also said to be the first woman to fly in an 
aeroplane in Britain, in 1909. Dolly Shepherd was a 
fairground entertainer who parachuted from hot air 
balloons from 1905 onward; she gave it up one day 
before her jumping partner was killed, and lived to be 
96 – when she was 90, she made a tandem jump with 
the Red Devils. In 1910, Lilian Bland became the first 
woman in Britain, and possible the world, to design, 
build and fly her own aircraft, the Bland Mayfly. Her 
uncle sent her a postcard picturing an aircraft, and 
Lilian built a model of it; later she scaled the model up 
to full-size, stuck an A.V. Roe 20hp engine in it and 
flew it away. She lived to a great age and is buried in 
Sennen.
Hilda Hewlett was the first female ‘PPL’ receiving her 
aviator’s certificate in 1911 – it was number 11. 
Famous female pilots of the ‘golden era’ of flying, the 
1920s and 30s, included the Duchess of Bedford, 
who disappeared over The Wash when she was 70 
years old; and Mary, Lady Heath, who set a world 
altitude record (for either gender) of 17,000 feet, flew 
to Cape Town and qualified as an aeronautical 
engineer, became an alcoholic and died at 42 after 
falling down the steps of a tram. Mary, Lady Bailey 
flew a Gypsy Moth to Cape Town and back in 1928. 
The Hon Mrs Victor Bruce a motorcycle racer who 
had the distinction of being prosecuted for speeding 
at Bow Street Magistrates Court on three consecutive 
days, became the first woman to circumnavigate the 
globe, in a Blackburn Bluebird between 1930 and BWPA’s Beverley Harrison with Pete White
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1931, and later founded a successful air charter 
company. She looped the loop in a Chipmunk at 
Thruxton at the age of 81 and lived to be 94.

Perhaps most famous of all was Amy Johnson, 
who was also a licensed engineer and flew to 
Australia in her Gypsy Moth, Jason, in 1930. She 
joined the Air Transport Auxiliary and died at the 
age of 37 when the Airspeed Oxford she was 
ferrying from Prestwick to Oxford crashed into the 
Thames Estuary; it was said that she had missed 
her way and run out of fuel, but there were 
theories that she had been shot down by mistake. 
She parachuted into the Thames, but such were 
the temperatures (it was January) that she didn’t 
last long, and a man who dived in to try to save 
her, Lt Cdr Walter Fletcher, commander of the 
Haslemere, also died of hypothermia.
The Air Transport Auxiliary furnished a number of 
female role models, many of them West Country 
women like Lettice Curtis, born and bred in 
Devon. Lettice was a prickly character who tried to 
get a job as a test pilot at Boscombe Down after 

the war; an accomplished engineer, she started 
as an observer and worked her way up, and was 
still flying when she was 80. Ann Welch was a 
Cornish girl who had her first flight in a Fairey 
biplane from Wadebridge in 1930; as well as 
ferrying aircraft in wartime she pioneered gliding, 
paragliding and microlight flying, and apart from 
the OBE her honours included the FAI Gold 
Medal for services to aviation. Joan Hughes, only 
five-foot-two, wore built-up shoes and carried 
cushions with her so she could reach the controls 
of the four-engined bombers she flew with the 
ATA. A flying instructor from the tender age of 18, 
she was the youngest pilot in the ATA and carried 
on flying until 1995, including stunt-flying for 
movies like Those Magnificent Men and The Blue 
Max. Both she and her contemporary Jackie 
Moggridge died in Taunton; Jackie Moggridge’s 
ashes were scattered over Dunkeswell by her 
friend Carolyn Grace from a Spitfire Jackie had 
first ferried during the war, later converted to a 
two-seater to the detriment, Jackie said, of its 

handling qualities. (The women in the ATA were 
still around after the men had died because male 
ATA pilots were originally too old for combat, or 
otherwise impaired – one had one arm and one 
eye, and they were nicknamed the ‘Ancient and 
Tattered Airmen’. Female pilots were all much 
younger.)
Jackie Moggridge, Jean Lennox Bird and Freydis 
Sharland were the first to receive their RAF 
‘Wings’ although Freydis never bothered to pick 
hers up. Most ATA women found it difficult to fly 
commercially after the war, during which they’d 
eventually won equal pay with their male 
counterparts. One, Monique Agazarian, started 
her own airline, Island Air Services, in order to 
keep flying – she became Chief Pilot, Managing 
Director and Chairman. Sheila Scott was rarely 

Mary, Lady Heath – altitude record

Lilian Bland – aircraft designer and pilot

Concorde pilot Barbara Harmer



out of the news in the sixties and early seventies 
because of her record-breaking flying exploits. She 
flew round the world in a Piper Comanche in 1966, 
and did it again in 1970; a third circumnavigation, in 
a Piper Aztec, took her to the North Pole. In more 
modern times, Polly Vacher crossed the Pole in a 
light single and also flew to the Antarctic during a 
circumnavigation; Eve Jackson flew a Shadow 
microlight to Australia in 1987, while in 1991 Flt Lt 
Julie Gibson became the first female RAF pilot, flying 
the C130; Sgt Julie Wiles was an Army helicopter 
pilot who joined their display team the Blue Eagles, 
in 2002. Former air traffic controller Yvonne Sintes 
became Britain’s first airline Captain, flying for Dan-
Air in the 1970s, while Barbara Harmer qualified as a 
Concorde First Officer.
Role models really do count, Beverley said, when 
asked how we could attract more female pilots to 
Cornwall Flying Club – and of course we have a 
perfect role model in Corinne Dennis, whose 
achievement in building her own Pitts Special and 
flying it to competition standard never fails to 
enthuse young girls who visit the Club, and their 
parents, too, male and female. Pete White’s 
engagement with YES, the youth education branch 
of the LAA, is a positive asset, and Pete himself 
pointed out that many of the Scouts who visited 
Bodmin Airfield were girls who thought the Girl 
Guides insufficiently adventurous. With various 
scholarships and aviation promotions, and with 
women reaching the highest levels of management 
in the airlines – Carolyn McCall at easyJet and 
Christine Ourmières-Widener at Flybe are good 
examples – the opportunities for women in aviation 
have rarely been brighter.
At the conclusion of Beverley’s talk she was 
thanked by Pete White, who did not miss the 
opportunity to mention that we have a Ladies Day 
Fly-in on Saturday May 4th – let is hope we can 
increase our percentage on that day.

Sheila Scott, 
sixties 
record-
breaker

Davidstow open 
for microlights
By Lloyd Edwards
Davidstow airfield now has some good runways to 
use. These useable runways have been made 
easy to locate from the air as the numbers have 
now been clearly marked out. (See also our web 
site, davidstowflyingclub.org, airfield information.) 
Please be aware only microlights can fly in, and 
PPR is essential. Extreme care must be taken 
when taxiing to the club house. In particular, be 
aware that sheep and ponies run loose on the 
moor and can cross the runways and taxiways at 
any time. Park aircraft on the hard standing or on 
the grass in front of the clubhouse. There is a 
landing fee of £5, which also gives the visiting 
pilot temporary membership of the club for the 
day and unlimited airfield use for take-off and 
landing practice. Inside the clubhouse you can 
make tea and coffee, or heat up soup etc.
Within easy walking distance there are two 
interesting museums. One is called the Davidstow 
at War Museum and the other is the RAF 
Davidstow Moor memorial museum. Both 
museums are well worth a visit.  
We do encourage you to fly in for a visit, but do 
ring first to check on weather, helicopter 
movements etc, and to make sure someone is 
there to welcome you.
Contacts:
John 07793799676
Bill 01566781332
Ian 07450271613
Info@davidstowflyingclub.org

Microlights only at Davidstow
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May 4th (Sat). Ladies Day Fly-in, when we 
encourage ladies to fly-in, drive in, cycle in, walk 
in or what ever mode of transport suits. 
May 18th (Sat) RIN TopNav Competition—
Crews wanted – let’s keep Bodmin’s reputation 
flying high in this prestigious competition.
June 29th (Sat) Theatre Night! To celebrate the 
100 year anniversary of the 1st non-stop Atlantic 
crossing by Alcock and Brown in June 1919 we 
have invited The Foundry Group with their 
comedy play ‘Those Magnificent Men…'
July 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 9th, 10th & 11th Wing Walking 
at Bodmin. The chance of a lifetime to soar 
above Cornwall on the wing of a Stearman. We 
already have over 100 people booked!

Aeroclub evening
Our Aeroclub speaker on Wednesday April 17th is a 
representative of Counter Terrorism Policing – a lady 
who prefers to remain anonymous because of the 
nature of her job, which is to help keep us safe from 
the multifarious groups who wish us ill. Her talk will 
have special relevance to those people who operate 
from small airfields in the UK – that is to say, us.

Topics to be covered include government strategy, the 
nature of the threat, international terrorism, hostile 
reconnaissance, firearms attack, other UK threats, and 
online social networking. All are welcome, and bring 
family and friends – please let Pete White or Jay Gates 
know if you want dinner beforehand.

The play’s the thing
Tickets have finally gone on sale for Those Magnificent 
Men, the play which is taking British airfields by storm. 
Several dozen have now signed up to stage the two-
man show, which celebrates the 100th anniversary of 
Alcock and Brown’s first non-stop flight across the 
Atlantic, and has been described as “side-splittingly 
funny” by reviewers. But the idea started here and will 
be staged first at Bodmin in our own hangar  
‘auditorium’ on June 29th. Tickets are £15 and can be 
had from Pete White, pete@aeronca.co.uk.

The Magnificent Men themselves

Ladies Day in May!

Upcoming events

July 20th (Sat) Action Stations. Military aircraft, 
vehicles and re-enactors to join us to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of D-Day and the Normandy 
landings. Our special guests are Help4Heroes 
August 4th (Sun) Lundy Island Fly-out
PPR is essential from Pete White 01752 
406660 or 07805 805679
September 14th (Sat) The 2019 Cornwall 
Strut Fly-in. The first such event, in 2018, 
was a great success. Once again we invite all 
classic and vintage vehicles to join us.
TMT Nostalgic Flight Tiger Moths will be in 
action on 4th & 5th May and 29th & 30th 
June 2019. Contact pete@aeronca.co.uk to 
book a flight.
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Preparing for 
the worst

“This week saw our Tactical Advisory and 
Liaison Team (TALT) and our Pathfinder team 
(PF) deploy to Bodmin Airfield in central 
Cornwall; a fantastic location for Rescue Global 
personnel to conduct an internal training 
exercise as part of our Annual Training Plan 
(ATP).” 
So said the summary statement on their social 
media page – quite a compliment for Bodmin. So 
who are Rescue Global? They’re an internationally 
recognised Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) 

based in Redruth who provide education, training, 
resilience, relief, support and assistance across the 
whole of a disaster cycle. To conduct complex and 
much-needed activities around the world they work 
with governments, other NGOs, charities, the 
military, private sector and academic institutions 
and on special projects.
A look at a selection of the disaster management 
missions and operations they’ve been called in to 
over the past half dozen years gives you some idea 
of the work they do and the environments they are 
called on to work in. These include:
2013 Uttarakhand Province in Northern India due 
to severe Monsoon flooding.
2014 Samar Province in Eastern Philippines and 
the aftermath of Super Typhoon Ruby.
2015 Kathmandu in Nepal for Earthquake relief.
2016 Ecuador for earthquake relief.
2017 Dominica in the Caribbean following Category 
5 Hurricanes Irma and Maria.
2018 Sulawesi Island in Eastern Indonesia after a 
devastating earthquake followed by a tsunami.
Not all of their work is disaster relief, with resilience 
training being an important element. Civil servants 
from Sikkim were trained in ‘crisis and disaster 

management’, and Rescue Global sent a training 
team to Nepal to provide Buddhist monks, nuns 
and scouts with basic disaster preparedness 
training and emergency medical aid provision. 
On March 4th a mix of a Tactical Advisory and 
Liaison Team (TALT) and a Pathfinder Team 
arrived at Bodmin airfield and set up camp for a 
three day, two night stay. Over the next few days, 
four more Pathfinders arrived and the whole 
team of 10 staff completed their training and 
conducted the majority of their required 
exercises. Their visit was the second in a series 
of internal exercises to test the function of the 
TALT, who are often the Command and Control 
element when Rescue Global is required to 
deploy to a location. The exercise was also used 
to train and test mission planning and monitoring 
of Pathfinder teams, and to trial new equipment 
and procedures, including the use of UAV drones 
designed and built by an Oxford University-linked 
engineering company. The drone looked like a 
small version of a paramotor, but with a tricycle 
undercarriage. It is designed to carry small 
payloads into disaster areas where access is 
difficult. The design team explained that it could 
take off in less than he width of runway 13/31 at 
Bodmin. Unfortunately, Storm Freya prevented 
the airborne trials of the UAV. However, the 
Rescue Global team spent time in both the 
briefing room on technical instruction, and in the 
main hangar on practical instruction in the use of 
the drone from three UAV engineers. The drone, 
due to the nature of where it is expected to 
operate, is robust, versatile and fuel efficient, and 
Rescue Global is advising on its potential 
humanitarian uses.
They were well looked after by Dottie in Diner 31, 
and Mike posted a social media message 
thanking Dottie for providing their sustenance. In 
fact, they enjoyed their stay so much that they 
asked if they could come back again in the 
summer and conduct another exercise, but the 
next time they would like to arrive by skydiving in! 
That could be interesting. – Jay Gates

Global Rescue makes camp



Epic by Thruster

Thruster at the pumps at Leicester

Epic flights don’t always involve vast distances 
and mortal peril. Flying home from faraway 
Lincolnshire, against a headwind, in a microlight 
with a cruising speed of 58 kt, must qualify as 
heroic in anybody’s book. Lloyd Edwards tells 
his story.

Thruster Air Services, the company behind the 
humble Thruster microlight, has a new owner. 
He is Mark Garner and he’s based at Wickenby 
Airfield in north-east Lincolnshire. He’s such a 
lovely chap, always willing to help, and he’s 
supporting original owners with parts. He sold 
G-MZKS to new owner John, who wanted to 
establish a new group around the microlight at 
Davidstow. My part was only to ferry the 
aeroplane from Lincoln to Cornwall. A friend of 
mine asked: “How many volunteers were 
there?” This was an attempt to stop me doing it, 
as he knew it would not be an easy task.
Originally the plan was to fly up in John’s 
Europa, then fly the Thruster back. John’s 
aeroplane sprang a fuel leak the day before, 
and what with one thing and another I decided 
to drive. The car journey up was uneventful but 
took six and a half hours – a lesson in just how 
far away this destination was. There was fog 
around, with the kind of autumn feel of slight 
unpredictability that this brings to flight planning. 
I felt a slight tension, too, over ergonomics. For 

example, the throttle is a lever is on the floor! I’m a 
GA pilot with most of my flying on taildraggers, 
with the throttle coming out of the panel or the 
wall. I’ve flown the odd microlight before, and a 
Kitfox Mk2, which is similar in weight, but I had 
little time on the Thruster. Gary of Air Cornwall 
helped me calibrate my ‘low-inertia’ brain on 
Mandy’s blue Thruster Sprint, based at Bodmin. 
This helped assess the low inertia characteristics 
and specifics of how it all worked – like the bungee 
cord trim system. 
I needed to get on with things as I had a seven-
knot headwind. G-MZKS cruises at 58kts at the 
low sweet spot of two-strokes, 5100rpm. The 
Rotax 582 does not like to be flown above 5300 
rpm, the resonance zone, which shortens life. 
Takeoff at Wickenby was uneventful – only I have 
a technique of allowing the microlight to unstick, 
but then holding it down till we see best climb 
speed. It allows the prop to unload, and this allows 
the two-stroke engine to rev-out. Peak HP is way 
up at the 6700 mark, see. This is where the fun 
starts, as the Thruster is off in an instant and 
climbs like Billy-oh! I stepped the climb to allow the 
engine to rest for a while on the way up. 
My Kitfox hours helped with two-stroke water 
cooled engine management. It is different. No 
cruise climb, as the throttle is the oil feed for the 
engine. Also, no cruise descents, as to glide down 
for a while with the throttle shut is to starve the 
bearings of oil and heat up the internals, and the 
water jacket clamps the pistons. They call it shock 
cooling. If I’m at 3000ft, I plan five miles out to get 
lower with the same throttle setting. A slight 
pressure down on the stick and enjoy a slightly 



faster cruise. Easy, and kind on the engine too. 
By the way this aeroplane flies so well the only 
trim is for up pressure and this I did not use.
Oh! yes, where were we... Step-climbing 
out, full power, 55kts indicated, Ts and 
Ps all good, to 1200ft,  then level for a 
steady rest of the engine – then more at 
full power to 2200ft. The fog inversion 
what-not didn’t help navigation, but I 
had the dead reckoning well-planned, 
and a small AWARE GPS nav device 
giving spot position. It takes a while 
to assimilate local features. Lincolnshire 
is full of disused WWII airfields and is 
very flat. Every town has a very pointy 
church spire, too. The misty conditions 
made the arrival at Leicester one where 
the airfield creeps into view quite late. It 
was busy, too, as everyone had waited 
for the visibility to clear, then got 
airborne. This happened to me all the 
way, as conditions were similar across 
central England.
Kemble seemed a long way away, with a 
two hour stretch. I had set the microlight up at 
5100, and it flew hands AND feet off. What more 
do we want? This aeroplane was not bent, has 
new wing skins, and the stronger blue top engine. 
There were areas that need attention, but nothing 
expensive or that a few hours’ work will not sort. 
Kemble was busy as heck, and a 737 came in 
behind me. I kept it mega-tight as only a 
microlight can, and landed on the grass. Mega 
bucks for fuel and landing, but that’s the game. As 
for experience, I’d say it’s still worth it. At Kemble 

they dismantle aeroplanes, and it 
has good food stops. I could not 
partake as it was fuel and go; time 
was my enemy.
To depart there was lots of holding at 
taxiways – knowing the airfield would 
help, but it’s well marked. I was 
thanked on the way out, but felt I 
could be in the way if not alert. Next 
leg to Dunkeswell, another two hours 
away. Did I mention the AWARE 
GPS fell out my pocket? I smashed it 
at Leicester. ‘Dead-reckoning’ all the 
way, but the weather improved. The 
compass was fine in the Thruster, 
with little error. I did have a mobile 
phone in my pocket for a fix if 
needed. At this point had to fight 
‘bottom pain’ after sitting in a plastic 
seat for hours! Some noise fatigue 
was setting in, too. I considered 
paracetamol… but not yet. I 

eventually landed at Dunkeswell at 16:55 
wanting fuel, and a bit keyed up about whether 
I’d be able to get it. Without fuel the flight would 

have had to terminate there, which I know 
would disappoint those waiting eagerly at 
Davidstow. We have to watch these things  – the 
elements that push a pilot to continue a flight.
Light was going to be another issue. As the flight 
went on, the light became poor, and with the sun 
very low on the horizon, navigation was mostly 
by looking over the side. By the time I landed at 
Davidstow at 18:10 I didn’t have a headache, but 
my bottom was very sore. Total flying in the 
Thruster was 6.5 hours. 

Gaydon test track near Banbury

Kemble aircraft graveyard






