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Start them young: Pete Chapman explains what makes 
aeroplanes tick to Stithians Beavers. See story within

That’s the way the money goes…
By Pat Malone
Our Cessna 152 Sierra Mike has been in for its 
Annual, during which the seat rails were condemned 
as unfit for further use. They’ve been repaired so often 
that the safety case for replacement was clear, but that 
doesn’t make it any easier on the pocket. Old Cessnas 
are very popular as trainers because they’re so robust. 
Their prices have been firming appreciably in recent 
years, and the cost of spares has been rising at a 
similar rate. A new set of seat rails for SM came in at 
£1,300, and we were lucky to get them for that. But 
following on from the cost of the new engine for SM in 
the winter – the thick end of £20,000 – and the 
unexpected £800 bill for fixing the radio in Yankee 
Hotel, it’s become abundantly clear that we’re not 
charging enough to make running these aircraft viable. 
Over the years we’ve been unable to build a proper 
cash buffer to handle unexpected costs. (‘Unexpected’ 
is a bit of a misnomer because we have to accept that 
‘known unknowns’ are definitely going to whack us.) In 

the past we’ve tended to stumble along from crisis 
to crisis, digging deeper holes for ourselves when 
things got really difficult. In fact, right now we’re still 
paying off a loan that dates from Chiefy’s time, and 
it’s costing us almost £700 a month. At this stage 
it’s not worth retiring that, even if we had the 
reserves to do it comfortably. But we’ve never had 
enough uncommitted money to refurbish the 
aircraft, or upgrade the kit – all in all, the planes are 
looking fairly shabby.
At the same time, there’s a national instructor 
shortage, and their scale of prices has firmed, too. 
Compared to what’s being offered elsewhere, we 
pay fairly poorly –  we need to retain our instructors 
and attract new ones, and £30 an hour is not over-
generous, especially when preparation, briefing 
and debriefing time is not included. Paying poorly 
costs us money – we lost ten lessons in the last 
week of April because we didn’t have enough  
instructors. Facing these two challenges, the Board 
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decided at its April meeting to raise prices 
for the Club aircraft. Even when the new 
prices are applied – which won’t be until 
June 1st – we will still be the least expensive 
training provider in Devon and Cornwall, 
especially when our block booking 
discounts are taken into consideration.
From June 1st the self-fly-hire rate on the 
C152s will go up to £145 an hour, and the 
rate for the C172 G-EGLA will be £165. 
Training rates will be £180 for the 152s and 
£195 for EGLA. The cost of trial flights and 
introductory flights will go up by similar 
percentages. Obviously we don’t like having 
to raise prices, but we have to bite the 
bullet.
It’s worth remembering that block bookings 
can be made at the old rate up to the end of 
May. That means you can get ten hours self-fly hire on 
the C152s for £1,170, including the ten percent 
discount we offer for block bookings. Ten hours on G-
EGLA will cost you £1,305. Blocks of ten hours must 
be used up within six months from the day of 
purchase.
At the April Board meeting, thought was briefly given to 
introducing fees for some of the things other flying 
clubs charge for as a matter of course – circuit 
charges, briefing charges and so forth – but the idea 
was dismissed pretty quickly. We’re also looking at the 
advantages and disadvantages of leasing rather than 
owning aircraft – if you have any feelings either way on 
the subject, please talk to a Board member. We’ll be 
discussing the issue at the May Board meeting.
The matter of clubhouse repairs, as set out in the 
survey commissioned in March, was also discussed at 
the April Board meeting; it was agreed that work 
should begin, and an email be sent to all members 
soliciting donations as agreed by the AGM in 
November. The email will probably come in late May 
because we didn’t want it to get mixed up with 
notifications about the Articles of Association; the 
Board signed off the most up-to-date iteration of the 
Articles as being the version we commend to the 
members, and Ballotbin voting on whether to adopt the 
new Articles is the last stage in the process.

Richard Bracey on the CFC stand at Wadebridge

The show must go on

away our brochure are serious about making 
bookings.
Experience flights over the wild moors and rugged 
coastline were the primary interest, although trial 
lessons attracted a significant number. As one 
might expect at a garden show the average age 
was quite high, and many people said they wanted 
to book a gift for a child or grandchild. We’re 
looking at taking on-site bookings – best to catch 
them when they’re in the first flush of enthusiasm.
The show brought home to us how much the 
newly-sanctioned experience flights have 
expanded our offer. We’re not just promoting trial 
lessons and flight training courses to likely 
customers; we’d find potential experience flight 
takers everywhere. But we must be careful to stay 
within the letter of the statute, which stipulates that 
introductory flights must never be more than a 
marginal part of our business. 
The show also gave us a chance to road-test our 
kit and our information, and we need to rethink 
some of that. But it was a great start, and thanks 
are due to Pete Chapman for doing all the 
organising, Roger Davis for setting it up, Pat 
Malone and Richard Bracey for manning it on the 
day, Richard Saw for taking the stand down, and 
to Corinne Dennis, Lionel Ford, Howard Fawkes 
and Mark Joce for standing ready to pitch in.
 

We have a major show coming up – the 
Launceston Steam Fair at Five Lanes on the 
Whit weekend, Saturday 25th, Sunday 26th and 
Monday 27th May – and anyone who can help 
(and wants to get into one of Britain’s best 
steam fairs for free – entry expenses will be 
paid) should contact Jay Gates, Pat Malone, 
Pete Chapman or any Board member. It’s a 
long weekend so we’ll need a roster of people 
who can do a couple of hours at a time.

The Cornwall Flying Club stand at the Garden 
Show in Wadebridge on April 6th was a great 
success, which surprised many of us – the two 
helpers on the stand, Richard Bracey and Pat 
Malone, were kept busy from start to finish, and 
they estimate that more that 20 people who took 
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Four wheels good…
Bodmin Airfield’s Sunday morning drive-in for 
classic American and British cars has been 
positively reviewed in the enthusiasts’ 
magazine ‘Street Machine’. Keith and Dottie 
Elderkin, who run Diner 31, are classic car 
enthusiasts who have a lot of like-minded 
friends – in fact Keith’s own American pick-up 
(pictured below) is one of the cars featured in 
the article. While Bodmin is described as “off 
the beaten track” the article says the meet 
takes place on the fourth Sunday of each 
month, and is great publicity for Cornwall 
Flying Club outside the aviation sphere.

Doing it upside down
Nick Wakefield is bringing his 315hp Extra 330LX 
G-CLCA to Bodmin on Friday May 31 and 
Saturday June 1 to offer aerobatics flights. The 
amazing Extra is a factory-built, state-of-the-art 
unlimited aerobatic machine, the two-seat version 
of the World Championship winning Extra 330SC. 
It has dual controls, good visibility, is comfortable 
and will fly virtually any manoeuvre you could think 
up. The beauty of the design and the power of the 
engine allow for very graceful low-G aerobatics, if 
that tickles your fancy. Nick’s background is in 
display flying, competition aerobatics and as an 
instructor, and he’s been introducing people to 
aerobatics for over 20 years. His aim, he says, is 
to ensure you enjoy the trip and do as much or as 
little as you are comfortable with.
They’re planning four slots of two hours each day. 
After a full briefing, each flight is 25 minutes chock 
to chock and priced at £249. Flights can be logged 
as Pu/t. See www.theaerobaticscompany.co.uk, 
email enquiries@theaerobaticscompany.co.uk or 
call Nick on 07818 423579
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Pilots of tomorrow?
By Jay Gates
There’s nothing more glorious to see at the 
airfield than a classic, vintage and historic 
military aircraft, especially one that is decked 
out like this one. The last day in March saw 
the arrival of a beautiful 1942 Aeronca O58B 
Grasshopper, G-BRHP, in her D-Day 
markings. She was flown in especially by her 
owner, Reg McComish, who came in to take 
part in the visit by Beavers to the airfield. The 
Beavers are the most junior, and the 
youngest, of the four steps of Scouts, all 
aged between six and eight years old. As 
they get older they transition to Cubs, then 
Scouts and finally Explorer Scouts. This visit 
saw an excited bunch of 17 Beavers being 
given a tour of the airfield and a look at our 
aircraft. They were allowed to sit in them, 
which was a highlight of the day for all of 

them. The visit had an educational 
purpose as all the Beavers – from the 
Stithians Troop – were working 
towards achieving their ‘Aviation’ 
badge, so many little exercises were 
held throughout the day to help them 
on their way. This included having 
Reg McComish (left) explain to the 
Beavers everything about his 
magnificent warbird. Corinne Dennis 
talked to them about her Pitts Special 
and gave a rousing display of 
aerobatics, while Pete Chapman 
patiently showed them over his Robin 
DR400. Pete White and John Colgate 

arranged the visit and made all the preparations, 
while Richard Saw and Pat Malone also helped out. 
Afterwards Pete White thanked all the helpers for 
their efforts, noting that all the youngsters were very 
well behaved and a credit to their leaders, which 

helped make the whole day even more of a joy 
for all of us. “The ‘future flyers’ were a 
pleasure to work with, and their enthusiasm 
should be bottled and used to enthuse some 
of the older folk we share our world with,” Pete 
said. “Anthea Colgate, thank you for 
organising the visit and please bring them 
again...”
These and our front page photograph were 
taken by Derek Boyce, and you can see more 
of them on the Flickr site at https://
www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/
albums/72157707662052275  
Please feel free to pass on the link and the 
photographs, if publishing the photos or 
posting them on the net please show due 
credit to the photographer. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/albums/72157707662052275
https://www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/albums/72157707662052275
https://www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/albums/72157707662052275
https://www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/albums/72157707662052275
https://www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/albums/72157707662052275
https://www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/albums/72157707662052275
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Two weddings 
and a pregnancy
By Jay Gates
All it takes is an equinox, and bang – everything 
changes.
We had a poor start to March, and it looked like we 
would not be coming close to equalling the 
movement and fuel statistics for the previous 
March. And then March 20th happened, the spring 
equinox. The moment occurred at 1758 local time, 
when the sun was over the horizon longer than it 
was below the horizon, which appeared to be the 
spurt that was needed. The last ten days of the 
month gave us glorious weather, which meant that 

we finished off the month with 358 movements 
compared to 203 in March 2018, and we dispensed 
over 3,300 litres of fuel compared with 1,650 litres 
last  March. So we looked forward to April being 
equally good. 
The end of the first quarter of the year (Q1) gave us 
an opportunity to compare the corresponding 
quarter of 2018 to see how we are doing. And even 
taking into account annual variations of weather, 
we’re looking good up to now. For instance, the Q1 
comparisons between 2018 and 2019 using aircraft 
movements, fuel dispensed and club aircraft 
utilisation as indicators are extremely positive. We 
had 561 movements in 2018; 1185 this year, an 
increase of 111%. We dispensed 4174 litres of 
avgas in Q1 2018; 8006 this year, which is 92% up. 
The club aircraft flew 87 hours in Q1 last year, but 
190 hours this – that’s 118% up. 
This is an extremely pleasing increase under any 
circumstances. When all three categories are taken 

into account, it gives a year-on-year Q1 comparison 
of 107% growth across the board. We have many 
people to thank for these figures – too many to 
mention here – but they include the duty managers, 
the instructor team and all the other volunteers who 
make the airfield what it is today. Well done to all 
those involved. 
Of course, you can work yourself into the 
poorhouse if you don’t get the pricing right, and as 
you read on the front page of the newsletter, the 
Board is taking steps to ensure the long-term 
viability of the Club.
April has not disappointed. There are signs 
everywhere that spring is well and truly upon us, 
with stunning displays on and around the airfield of 
daffodils, primroses and bluebells. The skylarks are 
in full voice over the airfield as their nesting season 
gets under way, and to confirm that spring really 

has arrived, our resident swallows 
began to arrive on April 16. Finally 
back from their marathon 6,000 mile 
migration from southern Africa, they 
are swooping low about the airfield 
and rebuilding nests in the hangars.
As for the statistics, we’re already 
ahead of April 2018 when we recorded 
476 movements with 3,750 litres of 
fuel dispensed. Thus far, with a few 
days of the month of April left to run as 
I write, we have recorded 579 aircraft 
movements and have dispensed over 
4,050 litres of fuel. Splendid weather 
over the long Easter weekend helped 
the figures, and we look forward to 

this continuing.
The good weather has also seen a lot of visitors 
from around the country, and in a few cases, from 
abroad. We’ve had a lovely old Jodel, registered in 
France but spending a part of her year in 
Perranporth, popping in for an extended stay with 
us as she has a major maintenance programme to 
undertake. We also has a very rare Samba 
microlight, registered in the Czech Republic but 
spending its time in Ireland, paying us an overnight 
Easter visit. This was followed by a Belgian R44 
Raven I helicopter from Kortrijk which called in for 
fuel en route to Tresco, and again when heading 
back to Belgium. We finished off the Easter 
weekend with an American-registered PA28 
dropping in from St. Marys for fuel and heading 
home for Cockerham airfield in Lancashire. 
Cockerham is an airfield we’ve not recorded before, 
and as always it is nice to be able to chalk up a 
new destination. In April we also had callers from 

French-registered Jodel came in for maintenance
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other ‘rare’ home fields including Chilbolton in 
Hampshire, Ranston Farm in Dorset, Benington in 
Hertfordshire and Lower Upham Farm in Wiltshire. 
We also had one of the rarer visitors when a 
beautiful RAF 2000 GTX-SE Autogyro, G-BXAC, 
arrived from Eggesford. One of the more intrepid 
visitors was a flex-wing microlight which came all the 
way from Priory Farm airfield, near Tibenham in 

Norfolk, in one day. The pilot of the Quik 9125 set up 
his tent for a night stop and was amazed to be 
greeted by Bill Brooks, the man who designed the 
Quik 9125. Bill was also staying over at the airfield 
for the Easter weekend as he was conducting 
training with Nick Chittenden on behalf of the BMAA.
April saw the arrival of a superb 1944 Piper J3C 
Cub, G-BHXY, in her original D-Day markings, and 
witnessed the departure of the glorious 1943 Boeing 
Stearman G-CIJN, which headed back to 
Dunkeswell after a three month stay here. We also 
got a visit from one of the Henstridge-based Tiger 
Moths, this one being 1939-built G-ALWS.
Our training department continues to do a grand job 
of bringing on our student pilots and achieving 
fantastic results. Over the past month we have 

successfully taken two more students, Jack 
Madgwick and Caroline Barkey, through their 
GSTs. Jack is the son of long-time club member 
Ian Madgwick (a pilot in the Penguin Group who 
happens also to be a British Airways Boeing 
747-400 Commander), while Caroline Barkey has 
just returned to flying after the birth of her 
daughter. Impressively, she not only passed her 
GST, but sat and passed eight of the nine 
examinations required for her PPL in a single all-
day sitting (as they had expired during her 
pregnancy). Caroline has a great aviation pedigree 
as she was previously a glider instructor and 
taught many ATC cadets how to fly. She is also 
married to a Fleet Air Arm Merlin helicopter pilot. 
Other notable training achievements were first solo 
flights completed by Andrew Molden and Roger 
Edgecombe. We also welcome back instructor Olly 
Smith, recently returned from his Austral Summer 
Season of flying as a Twin Otter Commander for 
the British Antarctic Survey between October and 
March. One of our long-time members, Grant 
Forbes, who has been with us for over 15 years, 

has just taken delivery of his new Pioneer 300 
aircraft, G-CGTL, which is now safely installed in 
the main hangar. This aircraft has a retractable 
undercarriage, a variable pitch propeller and a 
full EFIS-equipped cockpit. Nick Chittenden gave 
it a test flight and Rob Bellamy gave it the 
engineering once-over prior to delivery, and both 
gave it the thumbs up. Nick and Grant will soon 
be flying together as Nick performs the required 
type conversion with Grant.
Our Introductory Flight programme remains as 
popular as ever, and in April Sandy Wilkinson 
was flying a young couple over the Cornish north 
coast in G-EGLA when the gentleman in the front 
asked Sandy to make a few orbits over Rock. 
Sandy obliged, and as he was doing so the 

Samba on the Czech register

Belgian R44 wanting fuel

CFI Bruce Abbott congratulates Caroline Barkey
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gentleman took out a ‘real’ rock and made a proposal of 
marriage to his fiancée in the back seat. Naturally, she 
said ‘yes’ and after they both shed a tear of happiness, 
Sandy brought them safely back to Bodmin. This is the 
second similar flight with a marriage proposal, as last 
summer Howard Fawkes, after a secret pre-flight 
briefing from the gentleman involved, flew a couple over 

a field just outside Withiel where the name of the lady 
onboard and the words ‘Marry Me’ were staked out in 
the field in 20 foot high letters. Thankfully she also said 
‘yes’ which, thus far, gives Cornwall Flying Club a 100% 
success rate in the matrimonial proposal department.
As always, we would not be the club we are without the 
assistance, volunteering and effort of a small number of 
our members. The last month has not disappointed, 
and the list of projects completed continues to be ticked 
off a very long list. Roger Davis has serviced the grass 
topper, including giving it a fresh coat of paint, as well 
as having previously serviced and sharpened the gang 
mowers. This meant we could get them all out together 
for the first time in over a year and run both the re-
engined tractor with the topper, and the Freelander with 
the gang mowers. Thanks to Roger, Richard Saw and 
Sandy Wilkinson we have completed three full cuts of 
the airfield and it not only looks fresh, neat and tidy at 
ground level, but pilots are reporting how well she looks 
from the air. Thanks also to both Hector and Zebedee 
Chittenden for tidying up all the edges around the 
parking area and the new hangar, with the club petrol 
hand mowers, over the school holidays. To top (no pun 
intended) the list of project achievements around the 
airfield, Roger has relaid a power cable from the 
maintenance hangar to the private hangar and for the 
first time in many, many years there is now not only 
electricity to the hangar power points for using power 
tools when working on their aircraft, but there is full 
floodlighting inside the hangar. This club is truly blessed 
to have such selfless members who give their time so 
freely to keep the clubhouse and the airfield in working 
order. To add to that list, we can now put the name of 

Tony Swash up in lights. Tony has just retired and 
decided he wants to learn to fly at Bodmin. So 
after only his second lesson, he changed into 
working clothes and asked to do something 
around the airfield. He was set to work weeding 
the signals square, and says he wants to continue 
doing work around the airfield whenever he can. 
Tony, you are welcome!
Other much required husbandry continues. 
Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service has given us a 
clean bill of health over our fuel installation and 
documentation management. We had a full audit 
under the provisions of the Petroleum 
(Consolidation) Regulations 2014, which are a 
legal requirement for any person, or company, 
that stores, or dispenses, petroleum products as 
we do with our avgas. 
On April 10 we also completed our annual 
maintenance check on our fire equipment. Anyone 
who wonders how many fire extinguishers we 
have around the airfield will be happy to know that 
36 fire extinguishers were serviced and 10 old 
ones were replaced. These extinguishers, which 
are of the CO2, foam and water variety, are to be 
found in the main hangar, maintenance hangar, 
new hangar, Trago hangar, clubhouse, tower, 
Diner 31 (including a Fire Blanket, also serviced) 
and the Freelander. On the airfield front we called 
in our local farmer, Colin Best, to conduct the 
spring Mole Hunt down at the Runway 13 end, as 
the mole colony across the lane in the large field 
opposite the airfield has shown signs of 
encroachment onto the airfield, with one individual 
conducting a slow march towards the runway 
threshold. Finally, I hope you didn’t miss the TV 
programme featuring our very own Corinne 
Dennis on Monday April 29; Corinne was followed 
around by a camera crew from the series ‘Devon 
and Cornwall’ while she prepared to an aerobatic 
display last summer.

Roger Edgecombe goes solo, watched by Terry

TV star Corinne and Pitts
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PPR 01208 821419 

For further details contact Pete White 07805 805679, pete@aeronca.co.uk

Food all day from

All Vintage & Classic Vehicles welcome

Saturday 4   May 2019th
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For those who would 
voyage to Perranporth…
Ben Ellis, a member of our club and the CFI at 
Perranporth Flying Club, would like to remind CFC 
members to use the correct contact number when 
calling for PPR at Perranporth. Recently, messages 
requesting PPR have been left on Ben’s training 
number, but these will not be picked up if he is out flying 
or working around the airfield. The Perranporth Tower 
number is the correct one to use for PPR, and it is: 
01872 552856.
Ben says some very old guides – pre-2014 – give the 
training number for PPR, but the Perranporth website, 
Pooleys and the AFE guide all give the correct Tower 
number. PPR enquiries made on the flying training 
number might not get picked up for some time, which is 
why it is best not to leave a message. And while a radio 
call is okay 95 percent of the time, relying on it will get 
you into trouble. Perranporth is notamed as closed this 
Saturday, May 4th, for example – they have a driving 
event – and if you try to land, you’ll be getting the dawn 
knock from the boys at Gatwick.

Who’s got video magic?
Do you put stuff on YouTube? We’d like to set up a 
Cornwall Flying Club YouTube channel, and we need 
help from people who know their way around it. That 
means editing video as well as uploading it… do you 
have that magic? If so, have a word with the Chairman, 
Pat Malone – editor@hotmail.com – or any of the Board 
members. Ideally we’d like more than one video expert 
in order to ensure that the workload never gets 
onerous.
The other side of the coin, of course, is that we’ll need 
video content for the Channel. Do you have Go-Pro 
footage of your flights, or other video that might be 
suitable? Again, tell the Chairman.

Ladies’ Day help wanted

Friday May 31 – Sunday June 2: 
Devon Scouts Aerocamp

Saturday July 20: 
Action Stations H4H

Friday Sept 20 – Sunday Sept 22: 
Cornwall Scouts Aerocamp


Join the FOG team – new volunteers always welcome. 
Contact Pete White for details

By Pete White
Saturday 4th May is our first Bodmin flying event of 
this year, and we look forward to an airfield full of 
aircraft bringing visitors to our great Club.
Because it is in fact a Ladies Day Fly-in we are 
expecting a large proportion of visitors by air or 
road to be ladies and some will be searching for 
details of what a little airfield like Bodmin can offer 
in the way of tuition and others will just want to 
enjoy the ambience and watch others engaged in 
the joys of flight.
As a Club we will need volunteers to help our 
guests in many ways – marshalling the aircraft on 
the field; booking in aircraft and pilots; helping the 
car drivers in the car park; assisting our Diner 31 
crew; chatting to our guests and making them feel 
at home; ensuring our airfield looks smart and tidy.
If you can help us in any way please contact me 
and then we can meet at about 0900 on Saturday 
to brief for the day’s proceedings.
My contact details – pete@aeronca.co.uk, 01752 
406660, 07805 805679.

Upcoming FOG events

mailto:editor@hotmail.com
mailto:editor@hotmail.com
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They’re here! Mag Men come to Bodmin
‘Wonderfully entertaining….has the makings of a 
West-End hit.’ – The Times*
‘An up, up and away fringe hit! Spiffing perfection.’ –
 The Daily Telegraph*
…and now, coming to a hangar near you! If you don’t 
yet have your tickets for Those Magnificent Men, see 
Pete White now – don’t miss one of the great 
productions ever to grace provincial theatre, and 
aerodrome hangars. Sketchwriters Brian Mitchell and 

Joseph Nixon, memorably described as “the Abbott 
and Costello of historical biographies” have brought to 
life the story of the first-ever non-stop Atlantic flight, 
which changed the world a hundred years ago this 
June. They play the intrepid John Alcock and Arthur 
Whitten Brown, who flew a slightly modified Vickers 
Vimy from Newfoundland to Ireland in 16 hours and 27 
minutes to win a £10,000 cash prize – a colossal sum 
in 1919, worth around half a million pounds today.
But it wasn’t for the money that Alcock and Brown 
risked their lives – they were knighted and covered in 
glory all their days, which in Alcock’s case was about 
six months; he died in the year of his great triumph in 
a fairly prosaic air crash in a French fog. Mitchell and 
Nixon recreate their historic epic in a biplane made out 
of two tables and a couple of blankets, kept aloft, the 
reviews say, by sheer force of personality!
The show is described as “a very funny, hands on 
hips, chin-jutting-out-into-the-sunset look at old 
fashioned British heroism and epic boys' own derring-
do in the face of insurmountable odds and near certain 
death.” 
Those Magnificent Men is the Foundry Group's latest 
production, following on from their award-winning ‘Big 
Daddy vs Giant Haystacks’ which won several fringe 

awards. Their current show is a deft mixture of 
Python and Horrible Histories on a budget and 
is engagingly rough, ready and in places 
happily demented. 
It’s impossible to overstate the magnitude of 
Alcock and Brown’s achievement, coming as it 
did just 16 years after the Wright Brothers’ first 
tentative aerial forays. There were several 
contenders for the prize, including the great 
Harry Hawker and his navigator Mackenzie 
Grieve, who set out first but force-landed in the 
Atlantic and were picked up by a freighter with 
no radio. It took the tub six days to reach 
Scotland, by which time they’d been given up 
for dead. That fate might have overtaken Alcock 
and Brown many times as they battled through 
fog and squall with no blind-flying instruments, 
rising and falling from sea level to 10,000 feet – 
and numerous times, Brown clawed his way out 
onto the wings to chip ice from the engines. 
They made landfall beside the old Marconi 
radio station at Clifden in Galway and decided 
to land so the news could be spread instantly. 
Unfortunately what they thought was a green 
field turned out to be Derrygilmlagh Bog, and 
the Vimy nosed in. The play remains 
affectionate and respectful while getting as 
many laughs as possible out of two plucky Brits 

on an adventure. After the Bodmin performance 
it is scheduled to play at dozens of aerodromes 
up and down the country this year. A special 
event, not to be missed, and fantastic value at 
£15. Saturday June 29th. Email Pete now, 
pete@aeronca.co.uk, and book your place in 
history.

And they’re off! The Vimy leaves Newfoundland

It’s a good landing if you can walk away

mailto:pete@aeronca.co.uk
mailto:pete@aeronca.co.uk
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In the unlikely event…
By Pat Malone
It’s not often that the terrorists touch our lives down 
here in the Far West, but we’re not as far outside the 
crosshairs of international terrorism as we might like to 
think. That was one of the main messages at our 
Aeroclub talk in April, when representatives of the 
Counter Terrorism Network and Border Force came to 
tell their story, and to seek our help.
Counter-Terrorism South West concentrated on the 
overall terrorism picture, and what you 
can do to help protect yourself and your 
society from attack. Two officers from 
Border Force stressed that the general 
aviation community is its eyes and ears at 
small airfields which it would find 
extremely difficult to police proactively, 
and we have an important role to play.
The Counter Terrorism South West 
portion was delivered by a lady who 
prefers to remain anonymous because 
she’s particularly conscious of personal 
risks. She joined the counter-terrorism 
organisation after a career as a police 
officer, latterly spending ten years in 
Special Branch, and she outlined a 
bewildering array of ways in which 
terrorists are choosing to attack using not 
just bombs and firearms, but simply driving 
vehicles into crowds, attacking with knives or planting 
improvised explosives made from readily-available 
materials.
While traditional terrorists like the IRA are currently 
quiescent in Britain, international terrorism has 
become the major threat, and the difficulty of 
combating it is compounded by the involvement of 
unorganised lone actors – almost half of them with 
mental health issues – who are influenced to attempt 
to kill by third parties or by online propaganda. 
Counter-terrorism people are constantly trawling the 
internet removing material that could affect such 
people. Nor is terrorism a distant threat, perpetrated 

far from bucolic Cornwall. Some of the attackers we 
discussed came from the south west, or perpetrated 
acts of terror here. The 2008 Exeter restaurant bomber 
Nicky Reilly, a former mental hospital patient, came 
from Plymouth, while Bilal Abdullah, the doctor who 
drove a car bomb into Glasgow Airport, had worked at 
North Devon District Hospital. There have been many 
others.
Across the country, we were told, 18 attacks have 
been thwarted by the work of the counter-terrorism 

network, 14 by Islamic terrorists, four by right-wing 
groups or individuals. The network has 700 
investigations going on involving 3,000 people. Some 
900 Britons travelled to Syria to join Islamic State, and 
40 percent of them have returned to Britain. Others 
have gone to Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran.
Some terrorist groups are promoting vehicle attacks, 
calling lorries “the ultimate mowing machine” – attacks 
with heavy vehicles have killed scores of people 
across the world. Counter-terrorism officers now 
monitor sales of liveried vehicles, such as ambulances 
and fire engines, which might pass easily into 
controlled areas and can be bought on eBay for a few 
thousand pounds.
We were shown a video of a staged attack by armed 
terrorists on an office building, and given advice on 
how to respond. While it may seem a remote threat, 
it’s little different from the situation on board an 
aircraft, where the “unlikely event” is considered 
before take-off. In fact, the parallels with aviation are 
interesting. Studies of commercial aircraft accidents 
have shown clearly that the percentage of survivors 
who “had a plan” was disproportionately high. They 
had listened to the safety briefing, studied the safety 
card, decided which exit they were going for and knew 
how it opened, they had thought about how to use the 

Failed Plymouth bomber Nicky Reilly

Glasgow bomber worked in Devon
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escape slide, and hit the ground running. 
Same goes for terrorist attack. The advice is “run, hide, 
then call.” If you had to get out of your workplace in a 
hurry, do you know which exits you’d use? If you had 
to hide, have you identified good hiding places? 

Finally, don’t call for help if there’s a risk of being 
overheard. Not everyone knows this, but if you dial 
999 when it’s too dangerous to speak, you can punch 
in ‘55’ after the operator answers, and that tells them 
of your difficulty.
From the counter-terrorism network’s standpoint, 
public reports of suspicious activity are supremely 
important. Reconnaissance can look very suspicious – 
trying to look insouciant is not easy when you’re under 
pressure. If you do see anything you’re worried about, 
the anti-terrorist hotline is 0800 789 321. They’d rather 

hear of a hundred false alarms than miss a chance to 
thwart an attack. The Crimestoppers number is 0800 
555 111, and if you think it’s urgent, call 999. If it’s less 
critical, use the 101 number – you might have to 
persist, but the message is, please do.
A jarring note was introduced when journalists were 
equated with terrorists in part of the presentation that 

dealt with the risks of social media and online 
information. Along with the possibility that terrorists 
could find out personal information which they could 
use to attack and kill was set the risk of journalists 
finding out information they could use to embarrass 
people. 
I took exception to this and voiced my objection, 
and the lady did not allay my fears by saying that 
risks came not only from terrorists and journalists, 
but criminals and fraudsters. So there you have 
your enemy? Terrorists, criminals, fraudsters and 
journalists? 
Some 94 journalists were killed doing their jobs in 
2018, half a dozen already in 2019, including one 
this month in Londonderry. Anti-terrorist police and 
journalists have an ambivalent relationship born in 
the 1970s, during which not a single terrorist 
responsible for any IRA bomb outrage in Britain 

was ever caught, largely because police were 
content to fit up suitable suspects, of whom the 
Guildford Four and the Birmingham Six were only 
the most prominent. The truth was exposed over a 
long and painful period by journalists like Chris 
Mullin in The Guardian, Paul Foot in the Daily 
Mirror and others. Ultimately, their research led to 
fundamental changes to policing practises, and in 
the worst case, the complete abolition of the West 
Midlands Serious Crime Squad, who routinely 
forced and forged confessions, including those of 
the Birmingham Six and the Bridgewater Four. 
Because of police incompetence, indolence and 
sometimes venality, the terrorists got away scot-free 
– not just occasionally, but every time. Times and 
procedures have changed, but police attitudes to 

Comfy seats all taken

Members came to dine…

Pete Newman’s number’s on the board
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journalists have not changed enough. I do hope that if 
material like this is being used in public presentations by 
counter-terrorism authorities, this gratuitous non 
sequitur that slanders journalists is taken out. 

Border Force
Pete Newman, Field Intelligence Officer for Devon and 
Cornwall, and Gary Pickard, a South West Command 
officer based in Plymouth, represented Border Force, 
who are flushed with a recent success when 30 illegal 
immigrants put ashore from a yacht at Newlyn were 
picked up, along with four people smugglers. Border 
Force officers are thinly-spread and rely on the public to 
alert them to unusual activity, and their aviation-related 
efforts go under the name of Project Pegasus.
A word of context here. After the World Trade Center 
atrocity, committed as it was by trainee pilots, draconian 
restrictions were proposed on flight 
training and activity at British 
airfields. Among other things, it was 
demanded that the number of 
airfields that could accept flights 
from abroad be slashed, that flight 
plans be required for every flight, 
that flight training be restricted to 
certain central airfields, and that all 
students be positively vetted by 
police – a process that would take 
at least nine months – before they 
could fly.
AOPA undertook a campaign to 
convince the authorities that 
general aviation was not the 
enemy, and that the only option 
was to co-opt pilots and airfield 
personnel to combat terrorism. The 
CEO Martin Robinson made 
presentations to dozens of 
important groups, including the 
Association of Chief Police Officers, 
making the point that GA aircraft could land almost 
anywhere, and they couldn’t hope to police every field in 
the land.
We were helped enormously by an incident in 2008 
when a French-registered Cherokee Six landed at 
Laddingford, a private airfield in Kent, at 9:15am on a 
Saturday, stopped at an intersection and decanted 
seven Vietnamese immigrants who ran off into a wood. 
At great risk to himself, the airfield manager David Watts 
stood in front of the aircraft to prevent it taking off. 
Police detained the pilot, and the seven Vietnamese got 
no more than a couple of miles. The Border Agency (as 
it was then) asked that the aircraft be disabled, so David 
Watts took out the plugs and the dipstick. A successful 
court case followed. The incident did much to convince 

the authorities that the GA community could be a 
weapon in their hands, and as a result Britain 
avoided many of the onerous restrictions on flying 
and flight training that were imposed in some other 
countries at that time.
It’s to the eternal credit of the police that they 
resisted the popular call to crack down on GA, and 
we in turn are constrained to fulfil our part of the 
bargain – we’re all very much part of Project 
Pegasus. While nobody suggests for one second 
that you should stand in front of a turning propeller, 
Pete Newman and Gary Pickard are keen to hear 
from you if you see any suspicious activity. Pete’s 
phone number is 07774 761759, Gary’s is 07774 
778966, and their business cards, with full contact 
details, are on the notice board in the Clubhouse. 
And if you happen to be using the 101 number, 

quote “Project Pegasus” to the operator – that will 
help your information get directly to the right team.
They had some fascinating things to say about 
people trafficking. Many illegal immigrants are 
victims of modern slavery, forced to work as 
domestics or as prostitutes in brothels from which 
they never emerge, and sometimes they don’t even 
know which country they are in. So not everything 
is as it seems.
We’re profoundly grateful to Counter-Terrorism 
South West and to Border Force for giving us this 
insight into their work on our behalf, and as always 
to Pete White for making the arrangements.
*A full explanation of the work of Project Pegasus 
will be published in the next newsletter.

French smuggler’s PA 32 (left) at Laddingford
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WEDNESDAY 22ND MAY 2019

Airfield Emergency First Aid

Starting at 7pm, learn or 
refresh essential,  
practical skills required 
to deal with cardiac 
arrest. Basic Life Support 
(BLS) / CPR and use of 
an Automated External 
Defibrillatior (AED).  

Programme:
7:00 pm BLS skills
8:00 pm Break
8:15 pm using the AED
9:15pm discussion
This evening session provides a 
foundation of skills required for 
an optional, fully recognised, 
workplace certification  at a 
later date.  

For more information and to book your place, please contact:
Pete White — Events Director, Aeroclub & Events Organiser
01752 406660 -- 07805 805679 -- pete@aeronca.co.uk

www.bodminairfield.com

Why not enjoy a meal at the Diner 31 before the event? Available from 18:00pm.
Book in advance through the Duty Manager at Bodmin Airfield on 01208 821419


