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Hornet 22 hits trouble and turns to Bodmin – see story within

The definite Articles
By Darren Fern
At the 2018 Annual General Meeting the Board was 
given a mandate to re-write the Articles of Association 
that had remained unchanged for 30 years. The old 
Articles were outdated and discriminatory and had 
failed to meet current requirements for a Limited 
Company.
Fortunately, one of our members, Leith Whittington 
has great experience and the qualifications needed to 
draft new Articles that meet current requirements. 
After a number of drafts, and considerable work, the 
amended Articles were distributed to club members 
as part of a 30-day consultation period so that we 
could seek opinions from the wider club membership.

The Board are grateful for those who 
commented and made helpful suggestions, many of 
which have been incorporated in the final draft. 

Where the suggestions could not be adopted, Leith 
kindly explained why not.

The final draft was submitted again to 
members, and an electronic voting system was used 
to record the views of the membership. Whilst we 
have used BallotBin in the past, the Board were keen  
to explore other options, and for this ballot the Survey 
Monkey service was used.

The survey, with a link to the new Articles, was 
sent to full members, who are entitled to vote on 
whether to adopt them or not. Follow-up emails were 
sent directly from the club’s email service as a 
reminder in order to encourage greater participation. 

A total of 56 members expressed their opinion 
by voting on the ballot. 52 members were in favour of 
adopting the new Articles, and 4 members opposed 
the change. It was disappointing that those who did 
not wish to change the Articles did not share their 



reasons for objecting to them, either during the 
consultation phase nor in response to the Ballot.
At the meeting of the  Board in May 2019, the result 
was ratified, and the Articles were formally adopted. 
The new Articles have been submitted to 
Companies House (who simply maintain a record of 
the Company’s decisions) and our records will be 
updated in the near future.
The Board wishes to extend our thanks and 
enormous gratitude to Leith, who has worked 
tirelessly on behalf if the club to ensure that the new 
Articles reflect the wishes of the Company, and 
meet current standards of best business practice.

The joys of 
ownership
By Pat Malone

Club members will be well aware of the unexpected 
costs we’ve had to meet for Sierra Mike – the new 
engine, the new seat rails – and for Yankee Hotel, 
which had to have an expensive operation on its 
radio. The extra £20,000-plus that’s gone out of the 
kitty has concentrated minds on whether we ought 
to be in the aircraft ownership business at all, or 
whether leasing would suit us better.

Leasing should cost slightly more but should 
shield us from financial shocks like those described 
above; we would pay an agreed rental and rate per 
hour, and if something unexpected happened to the 
aircraft, the cost would be met by the lessor. Aircraft 
leasing in the commercial world is a 
relatively young business but has been 
embraced by the airlines, most of which 
now lease most of their aircraft. As well 
as smoothing out the profit and loss and 
allowing for tighter budgeting, it frees up 
capital for investment elsewhere.

Our CFI Bruce Abbott is a 
proponent of leasing, having himself 
leased many aircraft for his own flight 
training outfits in Kent, and he came to 
the May Board meeting to talk through 
the pros and cons. Bruce’s aircraft 
came from Amarjit Singh Bamrah at 
Biggin Hill, who has been in the 
engineering, sales and leasing business 
for decades and is well known to some 
of the Board members. While Bodmin is 
a little out-of-the-way for Singh, who 
requires that maintenance be done at 

his base, it may be possible to do a deal. Other 
leasing companies could also service Cornwall 
Flying Club, including the Yorkshire-based firm 
from which one of our pilots, Michael Footitt, is 
leasing a C150. For training purposes we would 
need a C150M or a C152 to operate in most 
conditions from our short strip.

Another form of leasing is one in which 
the owners of a single plane lease their aircraft 
to the Club, but this only works if the owner 
intends to make use of the plane and wants to 
defray some of the costs. To be commercially 
successful, a leasing company needs a large 
number of aircraft in order to spread the risks the 
lessee would be laying off. 

In discussion, the Board thought the Club 
should investigate the possibility of leasing one 
aircraft and using the money that would be freed 
up to upgrade the other aircraft in order to 
expand our offer into instrument flying. Apart 
from the costs, and the value to be released, 
questions include what aircraft might be leased – 
Bruce Abbott favours maintaining an all-Cessna 
training fleet – the precise terms of any lease, 
the minimum equipment list of a leased-in 
aircraft, which aircraft we would be better-off 
selling, its potential value and how it would be 
marketed, and how our remaining aircraft should 
be refurbished and upgraded to make best use 
of the money. Once the data is in, we will be 
able to write a Business Plan on which a 
decision can be based.

People tend to have an emotional 
attachment to tangible assets, so if you have any 
strong feelings for or against, please talk to a 
Board member. 

All ours – but should it be?



Pan drama on 
May Day!
By Jay Gates 
We all know that in case of emergency in the air, 
a pilot (or radio operator) will start a radio call 
with the appropriate international prefix as 
follows:
Distress: ‘Mayday, Mayday, 
Mayday’
Urgency: ‘Pan Pan, Pan 
Pan, Pan Pan’
Nobody wants to be in a 
situation where these 
prefixes have to be used, 
and equally, nobody likes 
to be in receipt of such a 
call. But that’s just what 
happened at Bodmin on 
(appropriately) May 1st. 

Up to that date we 
had received many visits 
from the helicopters of the 
Cobham Helicopter 
Academy, based at 
Newquay Airport, who are 
currently conducting the 
training of Qatari Air Force 
pilots using Eurocopter A350 Squirrel and Bell 
B412 Griffon helicopters. All Cobham helicopters 
operate under a ‘Hornet’ callsign which reflects 
the black and yellow colours of the aircraft. The 
callsign is followed by a number which identifies 
the instructor in command of that particular 
helicopter, i.e. “Hornet 77’ or “Hornet 98”.

On May 1st Bodmin was operating as 
usual, the runway in use being 31. Just before 
lunchtime the radio sprang into life with the call 
“Pan Pan, Pan Pan, Pan Pan. Bodmin Radio this 
is Hornet 22, Bell 412 helicopter, with a gearbox 
high pressure indication, four persons on board, 
requesting immediate landing at Bodmin”.
I can confirm that on hearing a Pan call your 
senses become heightened and your focus 
becomes very acute. The response was of 
course an immediate: “Hornet 22, clear land, any 
runway, no known traffic to affect you, runway 31 
in use.”

Hornet 22 advised that he was 
approaching from the east to runway 21, and 
soon he was spotted making a straight-in 

approach from the direction of Davidstow. He 
flew over the airfield boundary, slightly to the 
north of the 21 threshold, and descended 
towards the Tower, flared, landed and shut down. 
No sooner had the helicopter landed than the 
Tower telephone rang – it was Newquay Radar 
advising that Hornet 22 was making an approach 
to Bodmin with a problem, and he was no longer 
visible to Newquay. I was able to reassure them 
that the helicopter had made a safe landing at 
Bodmin at 1157 hours.

When he arrived in the clubhouse the 
helicopter commander told me he’d had an 

instrument indication that his main gearbox oil 
pressure had gone to full ‘high’ deflection, which 
meant he had to make a precautionary landing 
as soon as practicable. He thought that the 
problem most likely lay with a faulty sender in the 
gearbox, or the instrument itself was faulty. He 
contacted his Operations Room at Newquay with 
the news of both the problem and of his safe 
arrival at Bodmin before heading downstairs for a 
welcome cup of coffee and to await instructions 
from his Operations Room.

Meanwhile an MT03 Autogyro, G-YROC, 
had arrived from the Scillies to refuel prior to 
continuing on to Chiltern Park. The crew of 
Hornet 22 had a pleasant distraction, and they all 
went across to have a close inspection and tour 
of what for them was an unusual machine.

Just over an hour later another Cobham 
helicopter, an A350 with callsign Hornet 44, 
called Bodmin Radio to request a landing as 
close as possible to Hornet 22. On landing 
alongside the Bell 412 , one of the Hornet 22 
crew walked out to the A350 and picked up a 

Help arrives in the form of a Cobham Squirrel…



package that had been delivered as part of the 
engineering solution to their problem. Hornet 44 
remained ‘rotors running’ throughout the four-
minute exchange, then lifted at 1333 to continue 
with his own training sortie – utilising Bodmin 
Airfield throughout – before returning to Newquay 
almost an hour later.

At the same time, the commander of 
Hornet 22 told me that Cobham engineers were 
en route from Newquay to fix the problem. Within 
ten minutes a van containing two engineers, their 
tools and a box or two arrived in the car park and 
made their way to the stranded helicopter. 
Inspection plates came off and cowlings were 
removed, and in what seemed to be a very short 
time the flight crew climbed back into the Griffon 
and an engine ground run took place, with an 
engineer peering intently into an inspection port 
throughout the run. Satisfied with their work, the 
engineers packed up their tools and headed back 
to Newquay. The helicopter commander told me 
the fault had been traced as a faulty sender unit in 
the gearbox, which had been replaced. The rest of 
the Hornet 22 crew, the two winchmen, climbed 
into the cabin and at 1506 Hornet 22 departed 
from Bodmin and the excitement was over.

The rules on communications in such 
circumstances are laid out in ICAO Document 
“Annex 10, Volume II, Aeronautical 
Telecommunications” and can be found in Section 
5.3 ‘Distress and Urgency Radiotelephony 
Procedures’. 
The correct methodology in the proper use of 
Radiotelephony – the universal training manual – 
is contained in ICAO Document 9432 “Manual of 
Radiotelephony” and Chapter 9 deals with 
‘Distress and Urgency situations’.

In the UK, CAA CAP 413 Radiotelephony 
Manual governs these same ICAO standards, 
taken from both Annex 10 and Doc 9432. In  every 
one of these documents, whether they are ICAO 
or CAA, Distress and Urgency conditions are all 
defined with the same words, namely:
a) Distress: a condition of being threatened by 
serious and/or imminent danger and of requiring 
immediate assistance.
b) Urgency: a condition concerning the safety of 
an aircraft or other vehicle, or of some person on 
board or within sight, but which does not require 
immediate assistance.
Distress messages have priority over all other 
transmissions, and Urgency messages have 
priority over all transmissions except distress 
messages.

Updated hangar 
agreement
By Pat Malone
CFC’s hangarage agreement has been rewritten to 
make it clear that the Club is not responsible for 
damage caused if aircraft are being moved contrary to 
the rules set down by the Board – that is, at least two 
competent persons must be involved. 

This follows a protracted problem over 
damage done to an Ikarus C42 when it was being 
moved by a single individual. Total damage was 
estimated at between £4,000 and £5,000, and while it 
was covered by the Club’s hangarage insurance, the 
excess falls on the Club, and the detrimental effect on 
our no claims bonus needs to be taken into account.

The Board decided that in future, anyone who 
moves an aircraft in the hangar on their own will be 
liable for the cost of any damage they cause, and the 
Club will not cover them. The old hangarage 
agreement says in clause 1.3 that the Club agrees: 
“to maintain Hangar Keeper’s insurance cover which 
covers damage to the aircraft when it is being 
handled by CFC personnel.” The new version adds 
the words “according to prescribed practices” to that 
sentence, to make it clear that insurance will only 
cover those who follow the two-person rule. There is, 
of course, 30-day CCTV in the main hangar which 
means every movement is recorded.

The agreement also now carries a rider that 
urges hangar users to ensure they have ground 
handling damage cover in their policies. Most 
reputable companies like Haywards include this as 
standard, but some do not.

While the term has not changed for decades, 
a question was raised as to what constitutes ‘CFC 
personnel’. The answer is, anyone who is covered by 
CFC’s Employer Liability Insurance – which means 
any Club member, employee or person who is 
working under the auspices of CFC. It’s not a good 
idea to get help from a passer-by who’s never been 
near an aircraft before – and please, take the utmost 
care when moving aircraft. Small slips can cost us 
dear.

Heading for Henstridge? 
The runway at Henstridge will be closed to fixed-wing 
aircraft for five days from Monday 3rd June to Friday 
7th June. This is due to repair work being carried out 
on the dummy deck area.



What we did before GPS…
By Pete White
On Saturday May 18th Bodmin Airfield hosted the 
Western (RIN) TOP NAV Competition – the fourth 
time that our little airfield has been selected to take 
part in this prestigious national navigation event. 
The competition has grown in popularity over the 
last four years, with five airfields in the UK taking 
part, and it is open to pilots and navigators of all 
ages. TOP NAV is both competitive and inclusive, 
as well as being a great learning experience. It 
gives you the chance to practice visual navigation 
without satellite assistance – and most of all, it’s 
great fun. The entry categories are Aeroplane, 
Helicopter, Microlight, SLMG, plus Youth and 
Military – thus opening up the opportunity to just 

about everyone. Bodmin entered four teams and all 
participants thoroughly enjoyed the exercise and 
the challenges that it presented.
John Colgate and I have entered TOP NAV with our 
Aeronca G-IVOR every year since 2015, but this 
year our aircraft was being troublesome in the 
engine department so we elected to run the event 
for RIN and allow the allocated RIN manager to 
help out at busy Compton Abbas. The day began 
with a welcome and briefing by John and me before 
we handed out the mission envelopes with details of 
the course that our entrants had to plot and fly. 

Three courses were available, and the aircraft cruise 
speed determined whether you selected the long (A) 
or medium (B) course, both taking approximately 90 
minutes. The third, shorter course (C) was for the 

Youth entrants. At each turning point the navigator 
took photos of each target to confirm their 
positions and a running log giving details of the 
flight movements was handed in at the end of the 
flight with the flight tracker supplied by RIN. After 
the briefing and before the crews scrambled for 
their sortie they all enjoyed a super lunch, 
excitedly looked forward to the challenge ahead. It 

was an exercise in using the basic navigating skills 
we were all taught when learning to fly and with 
each pilot wearing a small tracking device it was 
possible for our organisers to access how near or 
far the crews were  to the planned routes. This 
was an aeronautically-themed event, with so much 
fun for those taking part, which in itself reminds us 
all of what we should be doing on every flight with 
the end result of a safer and more enjoyable 
experience. Of special note is that we also 
attracted crews that were not based at Bodmin – 
Aeronca G-BRWR flew in from Cardiff, X-Air G-
CCVJ from Barnstaple and Aeronca G-AEFT from 
Roche. All are welcome, wherever you are based 
in the area. If you haven’t tried TOPNAV, look out 
for details of the 2020 event – John and I are 
certainly signed up already.

Pilot Dave Karniewicz and navigator Tony Merrett

Pilot Nick and navigator Hector Chittenden

Pilot John Watts and navigator Sandy Wilkinson

Pilot Geoff Graham and navigator Alan Crutcher



The Pony Express 
and the mole hunt
By Jay Gates
The end of April to the end of May was a bumper 
month, with so much happening that it is hard to take 
it all in. Longer days, warmer temperatures and 
stable weather are having positive 
effects. The month of April ended with 
637 movements, compared to 476 in 
April 2018, and we dispensed almost 
4,300 litres of fuel compared to 3,800 
litres for April 2018. The weather for 
May 2018, you may remember, was 
simply glorious throughout and we 
lived in hope of repeating the 
performance in 2019.
Well, with the month of May nearly 
done we are doing quite well, and 
while not as active as May 2018, it 
still looks positive. We have lost three 
days of flying in May due to inclement 
weather, but up to the 28th of the 
month we had already recorded 922 
movements. This compares with 994 
movements in May 2018. We have 
dispensed 6,400 litres of fuel, 
compared to 8,300 litres in May 2018. 
The difference in fuel sales in a year 
on year comparison is down to more 
visitors dropping in en route to or 
from the Scillies. That said, when the 
weather improves it is still clear that Bodmin remains 
a very desirable airfield to visit from all around the 
country.
May saw visitors arriving from all over, and once 
more we have notched up some new airfields to add 
to the list. These include Bulley Airfield in 

Gloucestershire, the deliciously named Tracy Island 
Airfield in Somerset, and Woodwalton Airfield in 
Cambridgeshire. As for Tracy Island, unfortunately 
it’s not the lair of International Rescue and we did 
not see Scott arriving in Thunderbird 1, nor Virgil 
arriving in Thunderbird 2 (always my favourite 
Thunderbird), but rather it is the home of a small 
band of microlight owners near Chard. The 
Woodwalton Airfield visitor was being flown by the 
owner of the airfield itself, a former Red Arrows 
pilot. It was particularly pleasing to hear him say he 

thought that ours was the smoothest grass runway 
he had operated from. Praise indeed – as the 
former Red told us that his own strip is cut to look 
and feel like a billiard table. Well done to our small 
band of airfield mowers! 
We are also very pleased to hear that the Cobham 
Academy training helicopters have heaped praised 
on Bodmin for providing them with all of the 
flexibility that they need as part of their pilot training 
programme. This resulted in over 20 visits in the 
first three weeks of May. Due to Ramadan and the 
Festival of Eid they are taking a pause, but we 
expect to see them back training at Bodmin from 
early June. Another welcome rotary visitor was 
‘Electricity 13’, G-WPDA, a Eurocopter EC135 
which came to collect a technician and stayed on to 
allow the crew a welcome lunch break. The 
‘Electricity’ helicopters are the aviation arm of 
Western Power Distribution and conduct powerline 
inspections and other related survey and 
observation duties throughout the south west.

New instructor Andy Wilkins congratulates 
Jamie Wharram on his first solo

Electricity 13 makes a lunch stop



It’s always nice to get a rare visitor from another 
Cornish airfield. We all know about Perranporth, 
Davidstow and Roche, but a lesser known club in 
the county is the Seahawk Gliding Club, based at 
RNAS Culdrose. While we do occasionally hear one 
of their number call us on the radio, it is usually 
because the glider is on a cross country navigation 

exercise and Bodmin is one of their reporting and 
turning points. Obviously, the gliders never land at 
Bodmin. However, the Seahawk Gliding Club does 
own a self-launching motor glider, which rather 
uniquely is fitted with a winch and 180 feet of towing 
cable as it is used as the aerotow launch tug by the 
club. The aircraft is a Super Dimona, G-BYFL, and 
she paid us a welcome visit when accompanying the 
usual microlight trio of George, Lionel and John out 
of Culdrose. We hope to see her here more often 
over the summer.
Our training department continues to do a splendid 
job of taking student pilots to new heights (forgive 
the pun) and they continue to achieve results 
commensurate with the quality of their training. In 
May we had yet another student complete his 
training and pass his GST to obtain his PPL. 
Guillaume Flavin arrived with us at the end of 
summer last year from a job he had had at a 
Children’s Summer Camp in the USA, with an 
ambition to become a pilot with the Fleet Air Arm. 
Happily, with a PPL under his belt he is, hopefully, 
well on his way to achieving his goal. The instructing 
team also took another student to first solo – Jamie 
Wharram is the latest to achieve that milestone. 
Jamie is a Qualified Sailing Instructor, who has 
sailed all over the world, including crewing a Viking 
longship. If you ever get to see Bruce Abbott and 
Jamie standing together, you get the flavour of what 
if must have been like to come face to face with a 
Viking raiding party! 
On the instructor front, we welcome Andy Wilkins as 
our latest instructor. Andy has great pedigree as an 
instructor as he was formally CFI with the RAF 

Henlow Flying Club. He is the Managing Director 
of the Virtual Jet Centre, located at Chudleigh, 
where they conduct training on a Boeing 737-800 
simulator. Andy also conducts ‘Fear of Flying’ 
courses for those who have an aversion to 
stepping into an aircraft. Andy is not just an 
experienced instructor, but is also an examiner. 
He’s is hoping to play an expanded role at the 
club once he has settled in and has more time 
available for instructing with us. Also, our own 
Nick Chittenden has been granted ‘Test Pilot’ 
status by the BMAA, which is a great accolade 
both for him and for the club. He immediately 
used this new privilege to assist Davidstow Flying 
Club to put a new aircraft through its paces, 
namely Lloyd Edwards’ X-Air Microlight, which is 
based there.
As always, any visit from a classic aircraft is 
looked forward to, and May brought in what must 
be one of the oldest visitors we have had for a 
while – an immaculate 1928 built Travel Air 4000, 
still on the US ‘N’ Register and owned by an 
American who operates her out of Henstridge. 
She carries her original livery, that of the Pacific 
Air Transport company of Seattle in Washington 
State. Her original owners had applied in 1926 to 
run one of the new US Post Contract Air Mail 

routes, known as a CAM. Similar to the old Pony 
Express routes, the CAMs were point to point 
routes with intermediate stops, and the Pacific Air 
Transport company were awarded CAM 8, which 
was between Seattle and Los Angeles via 
Portland and Medford (Oregon) to San Francisco, 
Fresno and Bakersfield (California). In late 1928, 

Seahawks’ Super Dimona from Culdrose

CFI Bruce Abbott congratulates 
Guillaume Flavin on passing his GST



the company was bought out by the United Aircraft 
Corporation (UAC), the forerunner of United Airlines. 
UAC was also a Seattle based air operator, and also 
ran a CAM, namely CAM 18, which linked San 
Francisco and Chicago. The owner of UAC was a 
young businessman and pilot by the name of William 
Boeing, and the rest, as they say, is history! How 
interesting to think that the man who developed the 
greatest airplane manufacturing company that the 

world has ever seen may have sat in this very 
aircraft in Seattle back in the late 1920s.
Beaver Colonies are like London Buses. You 
don’t see one for ages, and then several come 
along together. This time we had a visit from 
the Polkerris Beavers, who conduct their 
scouting in the Fowey area. This visit, 
arranged by Ian Madgwick, had a rather 
frenetic and excited bunch of 23 Beavers 

being given a talk of how aircraft 
work and getting to wear a 
genuine RAF ‘bone dome’. Each 
Beaver got to sit in an aircraft and 
experience the thrill of 
‘pretending’ to be a pilot, which 
was a highlight for all of them. 
Due to Ian’s work background, all 
of the Beavers were ‘awarded’ 
their BA wings at the end of the 
visit and, as the visit also had an 
educational purpose, they were 
due to be awarded a certificate 
and badge as all the Beavers 
were working towards achieving 
their ‘Aviation’ badge as part of 
the visit.
We have also welcomed two visits 
from the team at Trevanion House 
Holidays. This is a local charity 
that specialises in providing carer 
respite and a holiday for folk with 
disabilities. Both parties who 

Gorgeous 1928 Travel Air 4000 with a unique history

Ian Madgwick instructs the Beaver colony



came to the airfield had themselves a lovely time, 
and particularly enjoyed the photo sessions 
standing next to an aircraft. We look forward 
to seeing them back throughout the summer. 
Our monthly Car Meets continue to bring in 
more fabulous cars. The meeting at the end 
of April brought in a collection of beautiful 
Ford Mustangs. A photo shoot was arranged 
for them and the owners were extremely 
pleased at the outcome. The meeting at the 
end of May, despite the awful weather, 
brought an almost full car park which 
included a lovely selection of classic VW 
Camper vans. Dot and Keith Elderkin are 
certainly making their mark in Diner 31. 
Work around the airfield continues. 
Grassland management has picked up as 
the grass tends to grow quickly at this time 
of year. Richard Saw and Roger Edgecombe 
have taken the lead on that score, with the 
result that the airfield looks superb. As 
always, we would not be the club we are without 
the assistance, volunteering and effort of a small 

number of our members. Pete 
Chapman is working towards replacing 
the ‘rotting’ circuit direction arrows on 
the signal square with a new UPVC set 
which will last for many years. Tony 
Swash continues the ongoing slog of 
weeding the signal square, and was 
joined by his wife on one occasion! 
The next job is the replacing of the torn 
‘northerly’ windsock and a paint touch 
up of the windsock mast. The new 
windsock has arrived and we are 
waiting for a suitable window to get the 
work in. It will also include a weeding 
of the windsock circle and a repaint of 

the windsock ground circle. The amount of work 

needed on this site means it will be an all day job.
After last month’s clean bill of health from the 

Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service for 
our fuel facility, we have now had A&G 
in to conduct a full service of the 
refuelling equipment and to complete 
the required Electrical Safety Check. 
Both programmes were completed and 
the fuel system is now fully services and 
ready for the summer season. 
Last month we called in our local 
farmer, Colin Best, to conduct the spring 
Mole Hunt down at the Runway 13 end. 
Colin reports that he has taken eight 
moles at this site, with no further activity 
noticed over a week after the last mole 
was taken. Hopefully, that means we 
don’t have to worry about molehills 
appearing on the runway 13 threshold 
itself for the rest of the summer. 

Happy Beavers with their Wings

Flying without wings – the Mustang Collection

Visitors from Trevanion House at Wadebridge



Those Magnificent Men, the unique theatre production 
that comes to Bodmin Airfield on June 29th, has begun 
its season in Brighton to rave reviews from critics. The 
show is described as “delightful and funny from 
beginning to end”. Fishing for words to describe the 
extraordinary scope of this quirky production, one 
critic writes: “Think National Theatre of Brent taking to 
the air, but paying homage to real pioneers with a 
mixture of comedy and awkward reverence.”
The show features two comic actors, Brian Mitchell 
and David Mountfield, playing John Alcock and Arthur 
Whitten Brown, the intrepid duo who 100 years ago 
became the first men to fly non-stop across the 
Atlantic. With a minimum of props and a maximum of 
talent, the pair relive a barely credible feat which 
could have ended in disaster, and almost did – 
several times. The idiosyncratic way in which the 
story is told has captured the imagination of reviewers 
who call it fresh, inventive, and extremely funny. The 
show seems to go down particularly well with non-
aviators, who if asked who was the first to fly the 
Atlantic might say Lindbergh, if they 
could answer at all. (Lindbergh was 
the 82nd person to fly the Atlantic, 
but he did it solo, and he was 
American). 
BroadwayBaby reviewer Susanne 
Crosby gives the play four stars, 
calling it “part documentary and part 
theatre… packed full of fascinating 
information told in an interesting 
and comical way.” She goes on: 
“The use of props is ingenious; at 
one point they actually build part of 
the plane on stage. It’s like watching 
a Blue Peter-style masterclass. The 
audience experiences them actually 
flying the plane from Newfoundland, 
narrowly escaping landing in the 
sea twice, up and down in different altitudes, and 
chipping ice off the propellers to get the engines 
working again. Even though we know from the start 
that they succeeded, it is still exciting and at times 
tense to watch. A unique piece of Fringe theatre: a 
true story, faithfully told, with great comedy and 
respect.”
Simon Jenner, writing in the Fringe Review, likens 
Mountfield and Nixon to Morecambe and Wise in their 
heyday and is also amazed at their ability to conjure 
out of everyday objects “an ingenious ingénue 
replication of the Vimy itself, with fabric wings on 
picnic tables, little propellers with British flags, a 

canvas frontage and side-by-side seating as space 
meant the old tandem configuration of the Vimy had to 
be scrapped for extra fuel tanks. And bottles of beer.” 
The audience suspends disbelief as the pair carry 
them off into the story, “like being fifty feet from the 
sea upside down and spiralling from a spin; or iced-up 
carburettors, which Brown heroically chips away at six 
times; both engines. His avatar does it once on one 
engine and reckons that’s quite enough verismo, 
thank you.”
The show is the greatest tribute that two of Britain’s 
twentieth century heroes are ever likely to get. Today 
they are largely forgotten, except by we aviators – the 
only statue of Alcock and Brown, outside an office 
building at Heathrow, has been lent to the Irish for the 
duration of the anniversary. But you can imagine the 
scale of their achievement in shrinking the world when 
you realise they were the first to travel from the New 
World to the Old in the span of a single day…
Last word from one couple who saw the opening night 
in Brighton and were moved to write to the theatre 

management: “What a brilliant experience: real theatre 
taking the audience back to the historical event and 
through a highly creative piece of writing and brilliantly 
entertaining performance, getting us to imagine what it 
might have been like.  When we emerged from the 
theatre into the street, it took a while to get back into 
the "normal" world, such was the success of this 
performance.”
Those Magnificent Men promises to be one of the 
most engaging cultural events ever to come to 
Bodmin, and you really don’t want to miss it. Get your 
tickets now from Pete White, pete@aeronca.co.uk, 
01752 406660 or 07805 805679.

There’s a treat in store!
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The Yanks 
are coming…
The USAAC Piper L-4 Grasshopper (J-3 Cub) 
and its links to Bodmin explained by Jay Gates
On the last day of April we were visited by one of 
our many members who hangar their aircraft at 
rural airfields elsewhere in the county. That visit 
was from Fred Rogers, who keeps his aircraft at 
Amytree Airfield near St. Mellion, and the visiting 
aircraft was G-BHXY. But she isn’t your 
regular GA aircraft, she’s a 
magnificent warbird with a military 
history – a precious Piper L-4 Cub 
(O-59) with provenance, and this 
provenance is special because she is 
an American ‘D-Day’ liveried L-Bird.
Virtually nobody in aviation is 
unaware that this year, 2019, is the 
75th Anniversary of D-Day, which took 
place on 6th June 1944. So important 
is this anniversary that world leaders 
and old allies are coming from all over 
to commemorate the anniversary. As 
this newsletter goes out, there are 15 
venerable Douglas C-47 Skytrain and 
DC-3 Dakotas making their way 
across the Atlantic from the USA to 
take part in the commemorations. 
They will be joined by another 20 
C-47s and DC-3s at Duxford, and the ‘Daks over 
Normandy’ event will see them carrying out a 
mass parachute drop over northern France, just 
as they did on that fateful night in June 1944. 
Many of these aircraft will be carrying the exact 
colours and markings that they carried during the 
actual parachute drops on D-Day under the code 
names of ‘Operation Albany’ (US 101st Airborne 
Division), ‘Operation Boston (US 82nd Airborne 
Division) and ‘Operation Tonga’ (British 6th 
Airborne Division) when they operated under the 
command of the US 9th Air Force. Many people 
know of D-Day as ‘Operation Overlord’, but this 
was the codename given to the entire invasion. 
The famous seaborne beach assault on 6th June 
on the five beaches of Omaha, Utah, Gold, Sword 
and Juno, as depicted in the epic film ‘The 
Longest Day’, was codenamed ‘Operation 
Neptune’.
However, it is not just the famous Daks that are 
going to Normandy. Approximately 75 of the 

liaison aircraft that took part in Overlord are also 
making their way to Normandy with the ‘L-Birds to 
Normandy’ event. Most of them are going to be 
Piper Cub variants, better known as 
‘Grasshoppers’ to the Military. During World War 2 
many ‘civil’ Piper J-3 Cubs and ‘military’ Piper L-4 
Grasshoppers were used throughout the European 
Theatre of Operations (ETO) . They also came 
under the command of the US 9th Air Force, which 
operated nine liaison squadrons consisting mainly 
of Piper Cubs. To them fell the communication, 
courier, casualty evacuation and VIP transport 
flights. Additionally, Piper Cubs flew with the 12th 
US Army Group where they were assigned to the 
1st, 3rd, 9th and 15th US Armies. Military historians 
amongst you will know that the 3rd US Army was 

commanded by the great General George ‘Blood 
and Guts’ Patton. 
The 1st US Army was stationed throughout 
Southwest England while training for D-Day from 
May 1943 to June 1944, with the 29th Infantry 
Division of the 1st US Army billeted in Devon and 
Cornwall. Each infantry division contained an 
artillery regiment, within which were an HQ battery 
and four artillery battalions, and each of these 
battalions was assigned two Piper Cubs for Air 
Observation Post (AOP), artillery spotting and low 
level reconnaissance front line flights. In the lead 
up to D-Day the 110th Field Artillery Battalion (FAB) 
was actually headquartered in Victoria Barracks in 
Bodmin, now the site of Cornwall’s Regimental 
Museum, located at the Keep. It is known that the 
two Piper Cubs assigned to the 110th FAB were 
located at a temporary military airstrip just down 
the road from the Keep, close to the Castle Canyke 
site just outside Bodmin, throughout this period. A 
photograph exists showing one of these Cubs at 

Fred Rogers’ pristine L-4 Cub



this Bodmin airstrip with three of the unit pilots Sgt. 
Norman Zimmerman, Sgt. Loring Yingling and Sgt. 
Harry Green standing beside it in May 1943, shortly 
after the unit had arrived in Bodmin. Piper Cubs 
assigned to the 29th Infantry Division artillery 
battalions were identified by the numbers ‘39’ and 
an individual letter painted on the fuselage. The 
110th Field Artillery Battalion sailed on LSTs from 

Plymouth Harbour for their assault on Omaha 
Beach on June 6th, landing two hours after the first 
infantry assault stormed the beachhead. It was a 
liaison aircraft that made the first Allied aircraft 
landing on ‘liberated’ French soil when a Stinson 
L-5 Sentinel put down on Omaha Beach on 7th 
June. All Allied aircraft were identifiable on D-Day, 
and beyond, by having five parallel stripes of 

alternating white and black bands wrapped around 
the wings and around the rear fuselage.
Some 2,700 Piper Cubs were flown in the 
European Theatre between 1942 and 1945, with 
just over 900 of them lost through enemy action 
and accident. At the end of the Second World War 
only 150 of them were shipped back to the United 
States, with the majority either scrapped in Europe 
or sold to civilian owners throughout Western 

Europe. Of these, many are still flying today including 
117 Piper Cubs on the UK register. In fact, the British 
contingent to the ‘L-Birds to Normandy’ event is the 
largest of the national groups to make the journey 
from around Europe. The UK group is being co-
ordinated by Richard Horner, who operates his own 
Piper Cub out of a private strip in Devon.
Due to the large number of G-registered Piper Cubs 

still flying in the UK, and 
especially in Devon, it is 
not unusual for them to 
call into Bodmin, either 
for an event (Action 
Stations) or as part of a 
day out for the owner 
and pilot. In the past 
year we have seen five 
such L-Birds here, one 
of which is a rare 1942 
Aeronca L-3 Defender 
(O-58), G-BRHP, which 
was present at the 
North African landings. 
There are only two L-3s 
registered with the 
CAA. Two of the other 
four aircraft visiting 

Bodmin were Fred Rogers’ 1944 Piper J-3 Cub G-
BHXY (marked 44-S), which arrived here as recently 
as May 1st, and 1944 Piper J-3 Cub G-AKIB (marked 
44-M). The numerals ‘44’ indicate that they were 
assigned to the field artillery battalions of the 30th 
Infantry Division, which landed on Omaha Beach on 
D-Day plus 6, June 11th 1944.
Another visitor to Bodmin was 1944 Piper J-3 Cub G-
BCXJ – marked 39-E, which means that this 
particular aircraft was assigned to one of the artillery 
battalions of the 29th Infantry Division. Could she 
have been assigned to the 110th Field Artillery 
Battalion at Bodmin? How nice to think that this 
special visitor might have been returning to within a 
few miles of her wartime home of 1943-1944. 
Whatever the answer, the period between 5th and 9th 
June 2019 in Normandy is going to be something to 
behold. Hopefully, live television coverage of the D-
Day 75th Anniversary events will show the aerial 
armadas, not just of the ‘Daks’, but also the ‘L-Birds’. 
Many of our members who themselves have 
arranged to fly out and be there for the occasion. I 

The three American pilots at Bodmin in May 1943

Aeronca L-3 Defender took part in Operation Torch

Could G-BCXJ have served at Bodmin in 1943?



The power to 
save life
By Pete White 
Our last AEROCLUB meeting before the summer 
break was not only informative and educational 
but also empowering. I believe that all of the 
attendees left the evening tutorial with more 
confidence and ability to be able to help others if 
the moment ever arose. 
So what am I referring to? 
AIRFIELD EMERGENCY FIRST AID hosted by 
Club member Jon Parlour.
Jon had kindly offered to use his knowledge and 
skills to help us to learn or refresh essential 

practical skills required to deal with cardiac arrest 
– Basic Life Support (BLS)/CPR and the use of an 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED).
We all sat around watching the presentation whilst 
Jon explained the theory behind the  task of 
helping in an emergency, and it soon dawned on 
us how important it was to firstly assess the 
situation before calling the emergency services, 
and then to act quickly to keep the patient alive 
until the professionals arrive. Speed is imperative, 
and this combined with applying the learned 
knowledge in the correct manner could actually 
save a life.
After a short break we moved onto the practical 
stage and Annie and her friends lay motionless on 
the Clubroom floor waiting for us in turn to 
pummel their chests to the rhythm of a well known 
Bee Gees tune, usually used when performing this 
task – but also remembering that after 30 thumps 
it was the turn of a couple of small breaths into the 
patient’s mouth to ensure there is oxygen in the 
system. 

Still no response! Time for the AED – and 
although the instructions, both written and 
audio, with the machine are very helpful it is far 
more reassuring and confidence-building to 
have witnessed and taken part in an actual 
practice. 
The evening session provided a foundation of 
skills required for an optional, fully recognised, 
workplace certification at a later date.  
Thank you Jon Parlour for an excellent evening, 
and I will certainly book for the next course
For more information and to book your place, 
please contact me, pete@aeronca.co.uk

Launceston Steam Fair 
We had mixed fortunes with the Club’s stand at 
the Launceston Steam Fair on the May Bank 
Holiday weekend, where the weather kept the 
attendance down – particularly on the Sunday 
when fog and drizzle rarely relented all day. We 
gave out several dozen brochures, a similar 
number of price lists, and sold three flights. Our 
eternal thanks to those Club members who 
helped out on the stand over the three days – 
Corinne Dennis, Lionel Ford, Richard Bracey, 
Nick Straw, Fiona Smart, Steve Blatchford, John 
Werren, Pat Malone, Tony and Karin Swash – 
and of course Pete Chapman, who puts in an 
enormous amount of work to organise our 
presence at the summer shows, and to Richard 
Saw who helped Pete erect and break down the 
stand on Friday and Monday. Look out for more 
grovelling emails from the Chairman seeking help 
on the stands over the summer.

Jon and Corinne demonstrate CPR

‘I need a volunteer…’



Let’s hear it  
for the ladies…
By Pete White
On August 29th 1911 Hilda Hewlett was the first British 
lady to be presented with a flying licence. 
A century later and the British Woman Pilots 
Association (BWPA) celebrated this feat by 
encouraging all airfields in the UK to participate in the 
anniversary by flying as many ladies as is possible on 
August 29th 2011. 
Fortuitously the date fell on a Bank Holiday Monday 
and there was a bumper turnout country-wide. In the 
West Country we certainly did our best by telling all 
and the sisters, daughters, cousins, mothers, 
grannies, and any lady we knew, that Bodmin Airfield 
was looking forward to a female invasion on that day. 
Bring your wife – or anybody’s wife; just turn up with a 
lady and take her flying. We made it a fun day and 
managed to get no fewer than 102 ladies in the air, 
which beat the rest of the UK by far – the next airfield 
behind us managed 44.
Since then we have endeavoured to hold special 
Ladies Day events to encourage our ladies to visit the 
airfield and discover how much fun aviation can be – 
or perhaps understand why their partners are so 
obsessed with the joys of flight. 2019 was no 
exception and we organised a Ladies Day Fly-in at 
Bodmin on Saturday 4th May. But our friends the 
weather gods intervened to ensure that most of our 
visitors would find it very challenging. However, it was 

Britain’s first lady pilot, Hilda Hewlett

very pleasing to see our first visitor was Mary 
Leader from Garston Farm in the Smaragard 
(German built Emeraude) followed a little later 
by another well known lady pilot, Fiona 
Macaskill in her Bolkow 209. The presence of 
two aviatrixes seemed to encourage other 
visitors to arrive by air and by road.
Although our aerial visitors were down in 
numbers our day was certainly not deficient in 
quality, and we enjoyed a thoroughly good time 
socially and even managed to sign up a lady 
for a full PPL, as well as enticing others to 
become more involved with aviation.
Our thanks go to the Club members who gave 
up their time, to Dottie and Keith and the Diner 
31 team for producing food and beverages for 
us all – and a special thanks to Corinne for 
entertaining us with Tarquin and his 
Twirlybatics. 

That’s Reg’s car under there

Chocks away? 
Please remember to chock your aircraft when 
you’ve parked, even when you’re sure you’ve 
applied the brakes, and even when you think 
you’re on the flat. The accompanying picture 
should bring home to everyone the danger of 
not chocking the wheels. This Cherokee Arrow 
had arrived at Bodmin from the Channel Islands, 
having been sold, and the new owner was due 
to pick it up later that day. Alas… the brakes 
cooled off, the aircraft rolled backwards down 
the hill and fetched up against a car. The 
incident is particularly imprinted on the mind of 
Red Stainer, who says it happened on August 
27th 2004 – it’s his car. Reg adds: “That’s why I 
don’t like seeing G-BYNK left on the grass – our 
hangar is just around the corner.”



Dates for your diary
June 22nd (Sat) Flyball Flyer Competition. A 
fun flying event organised by the Airfield 
Operators Group.
June 29th (Sat) Theatre Night! To celebrate 
the 100 year anniversary of the first non-stop 
Atlantic crossing by Alcock and Brown in June 
1919, we have invited The Foundry Group, a 
superb national touring company, with their 
comedy play ‘The Magnificent Men...’ ‘to 
Bodmin Airfield for ONE NIGHT ONLY! So 
book your tickets now from Pete White. Food 
and a Bar will be available. 
June 29th & 30th TMT Nostalgic Flight Tiger 
Moths. (See opposite)
July 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 9th, 10th & 11th Wing Walking 
at Bodmin. We already have well over 120 
people booked to take to the wing of the 
Boeing Stearman. If you want to have a go, 
talk to Pete White.
July 20th (Sat) Action Stations. Military aircraft, 
military vehicles and re-enactors join us to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of D-Day and 
the Normandy landings. Special guests: 
Help4Heroes.
August 4th (Sun) Lundy Island Fly-out. The 
annual ‘Lundy Sunday’ event is well supported 
by pilots from around the UK, Ireland and the 
Channel Islands. PPR is essential from Pete 
White. 
September 14th (Sat) The 2019 Cornwall Strut 
Fly-in. The first Cornwall Strut fly-in, in 2018, 
was a great success; we once again invite all 
to join us including classic and vintage 
vehicles.

AEROCLUB Evening Talks
2019 Season 
October 16th Bryan Pill: The Art of Bush 
Flying – a pilot’s life in the bush. 
November 20th John Whicher: Ballooning is 
Fun!
December 11th  John Shaw: Building a 
Sopwith Camel!
For 2020 we have one booking so far: 
March 11th Capt Les Brodie: Flying Concorde. 
The world’s last Concorde pilot, training 
captain Les Brodie, gives us an insight into the 
world’s most fabulous passenger aircraft.

After several successful seasons, the TMT Nostalgic 
Flight will return to Bodmin Airfield with two Tiger 
Moths to offer you the chance to live the dream, and 
experience the joys of flying in an open-cockpit 
wartime training aircraft over the beautiful Cornish 
landscape. 


The aircraft you fly in has been lovingly 
restored to an extremely accurate standard and will 
be flown by a very experienced pilot. On your flight 
you will wear a sheepskin flying jacket, leather flying 
helmet and goggles to help transport you back to 
those halcyon days of real flying. The sensational 
hour long aviation experience will include a walk 
round the aircraft with a talk on the WW2 training 
programme, and half-an-hour in the air when you can 
take the controls. Formation flying is also available, 
so you can fly next to your friend or partner in 
another Tiger Moth. 

All this for only £250 each – plus you will take 
away memories for a life time! 

The planned dates are 29th & 30th June. For 
details and a short video please look on our website 
www.bodminairfield.com. Please contact: Pete White, 
01752 406660 or 07805 805679

The Tigers are back

FOG events:

May 31st–June 2nd  Devon Scout Aerocamp
July 20th (Sat)   Action Stations
Sept 20th–22nd Cornwall Scout Aerocamp  
For information, PPR or tickets, contact Pete 
White, 01752 406660 or 07805 805679, 
pete@aeronca.co.uk
www.bodminairfield.com 
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