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Clubhouse 
work begins
Boosted by an enthusiastic response from the 
membership following our request for donations, 
work has begun on the essential repair and 
refurbishment of the Clubhouse. The job is in the 
hands of Roger Davis, with help from Pete Chapman 
and others as necessary, and the first phase involves 
the replacement of the side windows and cladding on 
the front of the building – the ‘shop window’ that more 
than anything gives visitors their first impression of 
Cornwall Flying Club.
New windows are being made in Wadebridge and 
are expected to arrive in the first ten days of July. 
The work will then follow an evolutionary course, with 
new phases begun as circumstances dictate. Roger 
says that while the work to the front and side already 
begun was not perhaps the most pressing, it will 
make the biggest difference to our façade and was 
worth doing first.
The work follows a resolution at the 2018 AGM, 
following a proposal from Pete Chapman, that 
members should contribute £25 each to pay for long-
neglected repair work on the Clubhouse before it 
became too dilapidated to save. The resolution was 
adopted unanimously by the 66 members at the 
AGM, with no votes against. Some members have 
contributed more than £25, for which we are grateful, 
and some have not yet responded to our request – 
we hope to hear from these shortly. The more we 
raise, the better the job that can be done.
A structural survey showed that the underlying 
structure of the Clubhouse is largely sound, and the 
repairs that are now being undertaken should add 
many decades to its life.

Man at work… Roger at the window

New wing-walking dates 
As a result of maintenance issues with the Boeing 
Stearman aircraft used for the wing-walking, we’ve 
had to postpone the event for a second time. The 
flying will now be done in the first two weeks of 
August – Tuesday 6th, Wednesday 7th and Thursday 
8th, and the following week, Tuesday 13th, 

Wednesday 14th and Thursday 15th. Wing-walking has 
grown in popularity every year, and we have scores of 
people confirmed for the 2019 event, many of them on 
sponsored ‘walks’ raising money for charity. The intrepid 
pedestrians include our own Terry Earl, whose sponsorship 
request is on the Clubhouse notice board; his charities are 
the RAF Association, the RAF Benevolent Fund, and the 
Save the Children Fund.



Those Magnificent Men take flight
By Pat Malone
Cornwall Flying Club’s first venture into the world 
of theatre turned out to be a soaraway success, 
with a full house of members and guests being 
treated to a fabulous evening of comedy and 
drama by The Foundry Group with 
their extraordinary production of 
Those Magnificent Men, staged in 
the big hangar. 
Demand was so great that we 
almost ran out of seats, despite 
having looted every chair from 
Cardinham, Mount and Warleggan 
village halls and carried seats from 
the clubhouse down to the ‘theatre 
hangar’. We sold 88 tickets, and 
the quality of the performance 
meant everyone left fully satisfied 
– at the end, actors Brian Mitchell 
and Joseph Nixon were accorded 
a standing ovation.
The event was a particular triumph 
for Pete White, who brought the 
play to Bodmin, did all the publicity 
and sold the tickets. Pete turned 
up for the performance despite 
having broken four ribs in an 
accident two days previously, and 
introduced the play for the 
audience… a manful effort which 
went far beyond the call of duty. 
Thanks, Pete, and get well soon!
The reviews of the play had been excellent, and 
were fully justified by this performance. On a stage 

set in front of a Cessna 182 and a Jodel, and 
using only wood, canvas and a boxful of strange 
props, Nixon and Mitchell tell the story of John 
Alcock and Arthur Whitten Brown, the first men to 
fly the Atlantic non-stop – a feat they 

accomplished 100 years ago in a World War One 
Vickers Vimy. They actually build a Vimy on 

stage, get into it, and carry us with 
them across the stormy ocean, 
fighting mechanical gremlins, 
chipping ice off the engines, 
spiral-diving towards the ocean in 
IMC and climbing ponderously to 
9,000 feet to try to get a 
navigation shot at the sun… and 
finally coming to earth in an Irish 
bog 16 hours after taking off, the 
mission accomplished. The play 
is engaging, dramatic, inventive, 
and extremely funny, and it found 
particular favour with people who 
were not aviators but aficionados 
of live theatre, something that’s 
in short supply in our area. 
Mitchell and Nixon adapted their 
performance to the interference 
of singing swallows and the 
occasional clatter of the hangar 

‘Alcock and Brown’ in the Vimy homebuilt 

The audience begins to assemble



doors in the wind – something we 
did not manage to cure until the 
interval – and regularly broke 
through the fourth wall to draw the 
audience into the story.  
The subject may have been dear to 
the hearts of flyers, but the theatre 
production stood on its own merits 
as a drama, leavened with comedy 
and well acted by consummate 
professionals with a real story to tell. 
And it poses an important question: 
why do we British debase our 
heroes as we do? The whole world 
knows Charles Lindbergh, who was 
the 104th person to fly the Atlantic, 
eight years after Alcock and Brown. 
But our own heroes are largely forgotten beyond the 
bars where pilots meet. There is one statue to Alcock 
and Brown in Britain, and it stands outside an office 
building at Heathrow. It could have been the 
centrepiece of a centenary celebration, but the date 
passed unremarked – in fact, the Irish had asked to 
borrow the statue, and Heathrow had let them have 
it. In Galway, it was the central attraction on a month 
of commemoration of the first air link between the 
New World and the Old. So let’s hear it for the Irish – 

and boo to Heathrow, which is of course entirely 
owned by foreign interests with little concern for 
British history. Lindbergh, for all his faults, gave 
credit where it was due – on landing in Paris in 1927 
he said: “Alcock and Brown showed me the way.”
Sincere thanks are due to Dottie, Keith and Stewart 
in Diner 31, who produced 37 covers for the theatre 
crowd despite being somewhat over-stretched in the 
kitchen. Thanks also go to Pete Chapman for 
sterling work behind the bar.

Articles: the last act
The final line was drawn under the new Articles of 
Association at the June Board meeting when a 
resolution was passed adopting the final iteration as 
agreed by the membership, with 94 percent in 
favour. The event was marked by the presentation of 
a token gift to Leith Whittington, whose professional 
expertise and willingness to deploy it in the Club’s 
interests was essential to our success. As Chairman 
Pat Malone said when handing over the gift, without 
Leith the process would have taken much longer, 
caused far more pain, and involved significant 
expense as outside consultants would have been 
required. For those of us with little knowledge of 
such matters, the writing of Articles is hedged about 
with many bureaucratic and legal strictures, and 
navigating through them without Leith would have 
taken us down many blind alleys. We’d have got 
there in the end, but as the Chairman said, not for 
the price of a bottle of supermarket gin. As well as 
bringing us into the modern era – the Club’s old 
Articles were almost 30 years old – the new Articles 
have been future-proofed as far as possible. They 
will be reviewed on an annual basis to make sure 
there’s no repeat of our recent experiences when we 
were hog-tied by old regulations that had long since 
ceased to make sense.

Backstage secrets are revealed

Pete White makes the introductions

Leith gets his just desserts



Airprox on final – the correct approach
By Nick Chittenden
A recent incident at Bodmin resulted in a near-
collision of two aircraft on final approach to RW31. An 
aircraft (aircraft A) was carrying out circuits; another 
aircraft (aircraft B) joined the circuit downwind, flew a 
very tight, fast circuit and did not see the slower traffic 
ahead. The pilot of a third aircraft (aircraft C), on the 
ground at Bodmin, witnessed the incident and was 
able to give warning over the radio. Aircraft B went 
around, flew an extremely low, tight circuit and landed 
without further incident. 
This incident has been reported as an Airprox by the 
pilot of Aircraft A and doubtless we’ll read more about 
it anon. However, it would not be correct for us to wait 
several months for the Airprox to be published before 
learning from this incident. The purpose of this article 
is not to point a finger or apportion any blame; it’s to 
highlight good practice and encourage safe operation 
by all. Like many small airfields, Bodmin is unlicensed 

and has an air/ground radio facility only. The radio 
operator can only issue airfield information, such as 
runway in use, wind, and pressure settings. Any taxi 
and/or traffic information is advisory. No clearance 
can be given by the radio operator. This gives pilots 
a great deal of autonomy in how they operate, but 
they must comply with the Rules of the Air, 
particularly those concerning flight within the vicinity 
of an aerodrome. The recent incident bears the 
hallmarks of a loss of situational awareness 
following a late frequency change and a rushed 
approach.
There are several ways of joining the circuit, all of 
which are acceptable, and I’ve included the CAA 
poster for the Standard Overhead Join with this 
article to help illustrate the options. It’s a generic 
poster but useful nonetheless. An important piece of 
information is in the bottom left hand corner. “First 
radio call should be made 5-10 miles from the 
aerodrome, and joining checks completed”. I know 
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it’s not always easy to get a word in edgeways with 
Newquay at the weekend, this can result in a very 
late call to Bodmin and an inadequate amount of 
time to prepare for the approach, so consider an 
orbit some distance from Bodmin if you’re not able 
to sign off and squawk 7000, or fly into the overhead 
and keep a good lookout. 

Standard Overhead Join
Unashamedly my favourite method of joining and 
highly recommended for non-radio traffic. Traffic 
joins 2000 feet above aerodrome elevation and 
there’s plenty of time to look out, complete checks, 
view the signals square and take stock of other 
traffic. When the circuit direction is known, then all 
turns should be in the direction of the circuit. Keep a 
good lookout because others might be joining 
overhead too. When ready, the aircraft descends to 
circuit height on the dead side and flies a close-in 
crosswind leg over the upwind end of the runway in 
use. The only disadvantage is that the downwind leg 
is shorter than normal, so consider carrying out the 
downwind checks as you start the turn to downwind. 
This avoids extending the downwind leg.

Crosswind Join
A foreshortened version of the above. It has the 
advantage of approaching the airfield from the dead 
side and gives an excellent opportunity to check the 
windsock and look out for other circuit traffic.

Downwind, Base and Straight-in Joins
These are all acceptable for aircraft fitted with radio. 
However, it’s imperative that the pilot has adequate 
knowledge of existing circuit traffic before joining, as 
you are flying straight into the ‘live’ side of the traffic 
pattern. It’s also important to slow down to your 
normal circuit or approach speed. In the case of the 
base and final join, checks must be completed well 
in advance to avoid an excessive workload in the 
cockpit. Personally I dislike straight in joins as it’s 
more difficult for existing circuit traffic to spot the 
aircraft joining on final. Rather than joining straight 
in, pilots might consider routing via the ‘dead side’ 
and joining crosswind. 

The Go-Around
There’s absolutely no shame in going around, for 
whatever reason. An unstable approach, failure to 
complete checks adequately, loss of separation, 
loss of contact with the aircraft ahead, windshear; 
the list of perfectly valid reasons is endless. If you 
do go-around then smoothly apply full power and fly 
the go-around in accordance with the procedures on 
your Aircraft Flight Manual. Turn into the dead side 
of the circuit – this separates your flightpath from 
any aircraft climbing out after take-off, and you can 
then rejoin the circuit on the crosswind leg. Please 

don’t rush following a go-around – the low level 
tight circuit (witnesses say it was not above 200 
feet) flown by the pilot of Aircraft B after the 
recent incident was completely unnecessary; 
better to have flown a normal 800 foot circuit, let 
the red mist clear and then land.

Relative speed in the circuit
Every aircraft has a theoretical ideal circuit based 
on speed, climb performance, field of vision and 
handling qualities. I’m going to make a slightly 
bold statement and say that the normal Bodmin 
circuit is that flown by the instructors in the CFC 
aircraft. It’s quite normal for slow traffic to fly a 
circuit pattern closer in to the airfield, likewise fast 
traffic flies a larger pattern. The average circuit 
takes 6-7 minutes to fly, so our speeds are all 
relative to each other and our individual circuit 
flown accordingly.
If you’re in a slow aircraft and following a faster 
aircraft that’s flying a larger circuit, then resist the 
temptation to follow his path over the ground. Fly 
your normal circuit and monitor his progress. It’s 
likely that he’ll be miles ahead (either landed or 
climbing out again) by the time you turn onto final. 
Unnecessary expansion of the circuit leads to 
trouble if the slow aircraft is being followed by a 
faster one. The circuit grows ever bigger and it 
becomes more difficult to spot the other traffic, to 
the point where one isn’t sure whether the traffic 
ahead is in the circuit or on a cross country, if 
indeed one can see it at all. 

In summary
1. Plan your arrival in advance, based on your 
existing knowledge of the wind and likely runway 
in use. 
2. Establish communication at least 5 minutes 
before joining the circuit. Lookout and listen. If 
there’s no reply on the radio then ask if other 
traffic is on frequency. If it’s still silent, join 
overhead and keep making appropriate radio 
calls as you join the circuit and land.
3. Once you have the necessary information state 
your intention clearly. 
4. Slow down to your circuit speed (if appropriate) 
and complete necessary checks before joining.
5. Keep a good lookout, identify all circuit traffic 
(in particular any aircraft you are following) and 
join accordingly.
6. Should you need to go-around, fly into the 
dead side and rejoin the circuit crosswind.
The following links to CAA Safety Sense leaflets 
might be of interest.
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/
33/20130121SSL06.pdf
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/
33/20130121SSL13.pdf

http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/doc
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/doc
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20130121SSL13.pdf
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20130121SSL13.pdf
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/doc
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/doc
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20130121SSL13.pdf
http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33/20130121SSL13.pdf


TopNav triumph
Bodmin was again among the winners in the 
2019 TopNav competition, which challenges 
pilots and navigators to find their way without 
modern conveniences such as GPS, relying only 
on good planning, finger-on-chart progress 
checking and competent flying skills.
Hector and Nick Chittenden, flying their Aeronca 
C3, won the national TopNav Youth Trophy, 
while David Karniewicz and Tony Merrett were 
overall Bodmin winners. 
Interest seems to be growing in the concept of 
navigation by dead-reckoning the further away 
we get from the days when it was an essential 
skill. The Royal Institute of Navigation would say 
that it still is and essential skill, and that one day 

your electronic boxes will surely let you down – 
then what will you do? Whatever the imperative, 
TopNav this year attracted more entrants than it 
has in the past.
And once again, the RIN says, the general 
standard of entries was higher than the previous 
year. Although there was a wide spread of 
scores, there were significantly more at the 
higher end than the lower, and at one of the five 
venues – the contest is now run simultaneously 

at Bodmin, Lee-on-Solent, Compton Abbas, White 
Waltham and Peterborough Conington – the difference 
between the highest and lowest was a mere four 

points. The RIN adds: “It was interesting to note that 
most crews achieved a high standard of track keeping, 
which indicates that traditional skills are being 
maintained and that it is possible to navigate safely 
without satellite guidance – useful as that is!”
The winning crews are being invited to London to 
receive their trophies later in the year.
Look out for details of TopNav 2020, which will once 
again be flown at Bodmin – it’s fun, it’s useful, and the 
skills it polishes might one day save you from 
embarrassment, or worse.

Lost souls?
A call for club community relations – please will you 
look out for people you don’t recognise, and perhaps 
enquire whether they need any help or guidance to the 
tower. It’s not always obvious to new visitors, for 
example those coming for Air Experience Flights, just 
where they need to report, so a friendly face and offer 
of help might make their visit to our club just a little 
more enjoyable. It’s quite daunting for people who 
have never set foot on an airfield before when walking 
into the clubhouse, especially if they are feeling 
nervous about their flight. If we all help to make people 
feel welcome, the Club as a whole will benefit. Thank 
you – Corinne Dennis

Chittenden père et fils

Tony, Dave and X-air



Flaming June?
By Jay Gates
As May ended and we moved onto June, and we 
looked forward to Midsummers Day and the 
Summer Solstice, we were still awaiting that 
mythical ‘Flaming June’. As the month was coming 
to an end it appeared that we might just, actually, 
be getting a taste of that long awaited Summer. 
But first we had to see through some incredibly 
unseasonable poor weather 
that lost us five days of 
flying in the first half of the 
month.
The month started with 
Storm ‘Miguel’ which drove 
up past the Iberian 
Peninsula and through the 
Bay of Biscay. The storm 
was so well developed and 
severe that it caused 
fatalities in France and a 
fatality in Scotland as it 
marched northwards over us, and eventually 
moved off towards Norway. This was followed with 
a weather phenomenon that is quite common over 
North America and South Africa, but relatively 
uncommon here. It is referred to as a ‘jetstream-
induced vortex’, more commonly known to 
meteorologists as a ‘cut-off low’ – a closed loop in 
the jetstream that traps a low pressure area within 

the loop which has nowhere to go. It sat astride the 
UK for almost a fortnight, dumping rain over us 
constantly as the low’s cold fronts slowly rotated 
like the spokes of a wheel over us. Lucky for us 
(but unlucky for them) it was the eastern side of 
the country, and Lincolnshire in particular, that 
bore the brunt of this unusual weather pattern and 

suffered the worst effects of constant rainfall, with 
two months worth of rain falling in just three days.
As May drew to a close we were not expecting to 
break any records but hoped to match the figures 
we reported the year before, and so it proved. May 
ended with 966 movements compared to 994 in 
2018, and we dispensed 6,800 litres of fuel 
compared with 8,300 litres in May 2018. The bad 
weather is bound to have a serious effect on our 
final figures for June, and as we are not hosting the 
FlyUK Microlight tour this year, a drop in 
movements is expected. Up to the 28th June we 

had recorded 633 movements, as against 1,052 
movements for June 2018. Up to the same date we 
had delivered just over 5,600 litres of fuel, 
compared to 8,400 litres in June 2018. As June 
drew to a close we lost further flying days due to 
high winds. So a disappointing month in many 
ways, but mostly down to the vagaries of Mother 
Nature, exacerbated by instructor shortages.
Despite the drop in movements we still managed to 
record one daily total of 163 movements at the 
start of the month, and one of 87 movements 
around the Summer Solstice. We have recorded 
visitors from as far afield as Andrewsfield in Essex, 
Newmarket in Cambridgeshire and Marple in 
Cheshire, but June brought us visitors from even 
further away. Two lovely Remos GX aircraft came 
all the way from Switzerland at the start of the 
month, arriving together from Westonzoyland and 
later departing for Sandown en route back to their 
beautiful home airfield at Mollis, south-east of 
Zurich. Towards the end of the month we received 
a visit from yet another Remos, but this time a 
German-registered G3 model, travelling in 
company with a German Robin DR400. They were 
on a long trek home to Neumunster, north of 
Hamburg, routing from the Scillies and onwards to 
Calais from Bodmin.
We continue to be building a good working 
relationship with the Cobham Helicopter Academy 
at Newquay, who continue to send their training 

Swiss Remos pair from Mollis

German Remos, too – they’re popular



helicopters to Bodmin on a regular basis. Once 
Ramadan and the Festival of Eid was over they 
restarted their training programme with the trainee 
pilots of the Qatari Air Force. They expect to sign 
two more training contracts with other Air Forces 
towards the end of the year, including some ab-

initio training, so we are likely to see an increase in 
visits later this year. 
Our own training continues apace, and it seems 
there is a growing list of students who wish to learn 
to fly. Making sure there enough instructors 
available is always a challenge for the Duty 
Managers. We are looking forward to seeing more 
of Andy Wilkins, who was introduced to our 
members in the last newsletter. There is another 
potential instructor coming through – an airline 
captain who lives locally wants to renew his FI 
rating to enable him to conduct PPL training at 
Bodmin whenever he is home. He is flying the 

Airbus A320 in China on a 6/3 roster, and has 
renewed his SEP rating with Terry Earl. Gary Perry 
has taken two more of his microlight students to 
their first solo flight, with Fiona Smart and Steve 
Blatchford reaching that milestone on the same day, 
and on a day of some challenging weather 
conditions.   

On the event front, as you can see elsewhere in 
this newsletter we hosted the annual Devon Scout 
Camp, and the TopNav competition. 
One of the great pleasures we get is from seeing 
classic and vintage visiting the airfield. June has 
not disappointed and, among other visitors we 
welcomed a lovely 1950-built Piper PA-16 Clipper 
and a gorgeous 1946 Aeronca Champion.
One of the spinoffs from Corinne Dennis receiving 
BWPA sponsored aerobatic coaching from Nick 
Wakefield was that he offered extreme aerobatic 
experience flights in G-CLCA, his state of the art 
Extra 330LX ‘tandem’ aircraft to any adrenaline 
junkie who desired such an experience. Five 
intrepid persons went for a spin with Nick – and 
two others missed their chance when Nick was 
delayed by bad weather up at Shobdon. But don’t 
worry – he’ll be back, probably in September.
Our monthly Car Meets continue to bring in more 
fabulous cars and a broader spread of owners 

clubs coming along to enjoy the ambience of the 
clubhouse and the great breakfast produced by 
Dottie and Keith. One of the vehicles had driven 
down all the way from Taunton to enjoy the meet. 
After the recent visit by the Ford Mustang owners 
club in the SW, they have made tentative 
enquiries to see if they can hold their own monthly 
committee meeting at the club. 
Work around the airfield continues. The main 
project under way at the moment is the 
programme of recladding the clubhouse before 
the winter sets in. Pete Chapman has been 
assisting Roger Davis, and new double glazed 
windows have been ordered to replace those old 
metal-framed, single glazed, windows that have 
been in place since year dot. 
The grassland management programme 
continues; thanks go to Richard Saw, Roger 
Davis, Sandy Wilkinson and Roger Edgecombe 
for their mowing skills. Also thanks to Roger for 

German DR400 homeward bound from the Scillies

Piper PA-16 Clipper

1946 Aeronca Champ 



conducting a huge strimming job along the margins 
of the grass areas adjacent to the clubhouse.
The northerly windsock took a bashing from the 
spring storms, and with the assistance of Howard 
Fawkes, the windsock mast was lowered and the 
new windsock attached. At the same time, the old 

mast support frame was rubbed down, cleaned, 
red-leaded and repainted to keep it in an 
operational condition, as it had been neglected over 
many a year. The mast has also had the ‘high 
visibility’ bands refreshed to allow it to be seen 
better with a grey sky behind it. It now looks quite 
splendid. As always, we would not be the club we 
are without the assistance, volunteering and effort 
of a small number of our members. The next job at 
this site will be the weeding of the windsock circle 

and a repaint of the windsock ground circle blocks. 
One other small job completed was the 
manufacture and replacement of the white circle 
which is a component of the signals square. The 
previous circle has been ravaged by UV rays and 

Windsock squad – Howard and Jay

had become brittle to the point that it broke in two. 
Roger Edgecombe came to the rescue – in his 
professional capacity he is a college lecturer in Home 
Improvement and DIY skills. He manufactured and 
prepared a new circle, and it is now sitting proudly on 
the signals square awaiting ‘proper use’. I use the 
words ‘proper use’ advisedly, as many people are not 
fully aware of what a circle located at the top of the ‘T’ 
on the square actually means. We all know that the ‘T’ 
indicates the runway in use, and you take off and land 
in the direction of the cross-arm. The white circle 
associated with the ‘T’ is actually an indicator that 
more than one runway, or more than one runway 
direction, is in use at the same time. It is virtually 
never seen at an airfield that has only one runway, 
and would even be considered to be a rare 
occurrence at Bodmin. The actual CAA expression to 
describe this signal, as used in CAP 637, the Visual 
Aids Handbook, Chapter 6, Table A, is: “a white disc 
displayed alongside the cross arm of the T in line with 
the shaft of the T signifies that the direction of landing 
and take-off do not necessarily coincide.” Always 
useful to know.

Roger and spot



Scouts and helpers stretch their wings 

Scout Aerocamp: 
catch them young
By Pete White
We had an excellent weekend for the Devon 
Scout Aerocamp in June, and as well as giving 
24 youngsters the opportunity to earn 
their Aviation badges, we gave them an 
experience they will never forget. We’ve 
had several emails and letters from the 
Scouts and their parents saying how 
much they appreciated the 
opportunities we gave them at Bodmin, 
with one of them saying it was “an 
experience of a lifetime” for her son. 
The Scouts, we were told in letters of 
thanks, “came home buzzing” about 
everything they’d done. One mother 
wrote: “He absolutely loved every single 
minute of it. I’ve had a non-stop blow by 
blow account of everything he literally 
hasn’t stopped talking about it! What a 
fantastic thing your squadron is doing 
paying back into the community.” Some 
of our own helpers got a lot out of it, 
too, and wrote to me saying it was 
“Cornwall Flying Club at its best” and 
saying what a privilege it was to have 

been invited to help. Thanks as always are due to all 
those who made the weekend possible: John 
Colgate, our Security Officer; Derek Boyce, Safety 
Officer; our teachers Richard Saw and Anthea 
Colgate (navigation), Kevin Riley (R/T), David James 
(instruments, GPS and engines), Derek Boyce 
(controls and handling), and John Colgate 
(marshalling). I did the meteorology module myself. 
We had six aircraft to allow each Scout to undertake 
the airborne navigation exercise; C182 G-BDSW, 

Like Glastonbury without the mud



flown by Martin Parker; Eurostar G-CCKL 
flown by Kevin Stewart; Murphy Maverick 
G-CBFK flown by Peter Gibbs; Citabria G-
CKPF flown by Colin Dukes; Aeronca 
Champ G-BPFM flown by Chris Burton; 
and the Club C172 G-EGLA flown by Pat 
Malone. Every Scout was presented with 
a ‘Young Aviator Award’ on Sunday 
morning. Other helpers on essential duties 
over the two days included Bob Maddock, 
Martin Pengelly, Anthea Colgate and Mike 
Grigg – and if there’s anyone I’ve 
forgotten, please forgive me  we couldn’t 
have done it without you. And of course 
we are indebted as ever to Derek Boyce 
for these great photographs.

Martin Parker and navex crew

Kevin Stewart and happy navigator
Anyone for table tennis?

Well done, son Help with hard sums



By Corinne Dennis
On June 1st five intrepid and excited souls took to the 
air in Nick Wakefield's brand-spanking-new Extra 330 
LX hot ship aerobatic monoplane.  
Nick is a British Aerobatics Unlimited Team member 
and an experienced display pilot. His aircraft, almost 
certainly the newest on the British GA register, is the 
flying equivalent of  Mercedes AMG: comfortable, 
luxurious, equipped with the very latest 
instrumentation and very, very powerful. The Lycoming 
AEIO-580 engine develops 315hp, which gives it a 

climb rate of over 3,200 feet per minute and a top 
speed of 220 knots. The roll rate is truly awesome – at 
400 degrees per second, probably twice that of my 
Pitts. The real skill is in stopping the rolls accurately 
and precisely, but the aircraft makes even that easy 
for the pilot. With all aspects of flying it, the 
performance is precise, nimble, with minimal drama 
and a great deal of finesse. The faces of those five 
intrepid souls when they landed back from their 

New thrills

adventures told a story of great 
delight and excitement; thrilled 
beyond even their own 
expectations by the aerial 
gyroscopics they had both 
experienced and performed. One 
of the great achievements of the 
EXTRA 330 LX is that of improving 
pilot comfort during aerobatics: the 
seating position is surprisingly 
reclined, and this results in far less 
fatigue and discomfort from the 
effect of pulling high G forces. 
Nick will be returning to Bodmin in 
September to fly with those 
unlucky people whose flights were 

weathered off this time. We will also have a few slots 
free for new victims, or should I say ‘thrill-seekers’ so 
if that includes you, please contact Nick. He can 
make the fight as exhilarating or as gentle as you 
wish. You can do all of the flying yourself as an 
aerobatics instructional flight, or simply go along for 
the ride of your life while Nick demonstrates his 
expertise for your enjoyment. Contact Nick at the 
Aerobatics Company on 07818 423579 or by email –
nick.wakefield@theaerobaticscompany.co.uk.

North Cornwall MP Scott Mann came to Cornwall 
Flying Club with his partner Nicky in June to fly in the 
Club C172 with the Chairman, and have lunch in 
Diner 31. It’s the second visit Mr Mann has made to 
the Club, and he was keen to hear about our 
renovations and developing plans for the future. Mr 
Mann is an active member of the All Party 
Parliamentary Group on General Aviation set up by 
Grant Shapps MP and stresses his support for 
general aviation nationwide, and in particular for 
Cornwall Flying Club’s training operation, which has 
set many Cornish youngsters on the road to aviation 
careers. “Long may it thrive,” he said.

Power and grace – the Extra 330 LX

Scott Mann MP with partner Nicky

Nick Straw straps in with Nick Wakefield



Bodmin airfield has once again figured in a classic car 
magazine thanks to the connections of Keith and 
Dottie Elderkin in Diner 31. It was used as a venue for 
a photo-shoot for Bodmin owner Kevin Hunt’s rare 
1958 Australian-built Ford Coupe Utility, an article on 
which appears in the current issue of Classic Ford 
magazine. In several photographs the car appears 
alongside Rod Bellamy’s lovely 1947 Luscombe 8C. 
The ‘Ute’ has apparently taken Mr Hunt four years to 
rebuild.
The Classic Car people meet at Bodmin Airfield on 
one of the last Sundays of most months, and there 
are some beautiful motors to be seen. Upcoming 
dates are July 28th, August 25th, September 22nd, 
and October 27th.

Classics together

Martin Parker has been upgrading the Bodmin 
Airfield website, for which we are very grateful. The 
site has been cobbled up piecemeal over the years 
using different technologies that have not always 
fitted together seamlessly, but Martin has arranged 
an over-arching framework which should see us 
through the next few years.
The website is increasingly important to the Club, 
not just as our shop window but as the platform 
through which customers book and pay for trial 
lessons and experience flights. But one useful 
service for CFC members is the links page, which is 
really worth a look. The URL is 
http://bodminairfield.com/links/
Take a look at https://notaminfo.com/ukmap which 
gives you a graphical representation of the notams 
of the day. The Skyway Code has just been 
updated, and you’ll find a link on the links page. All 
the CAA’s Safety Sense Leaflets are available 
through the links page. CHIRP, the anonymous 
reporting system for useful educational 
experiences, is always a good read. And there are 
dozens of links to sites for type enthusiasts, 
regulators and suppliers.

WEBSITE UPGRADES

http://bodminairfield.com/links/
http://bodminairfield.com/links/
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FLY-IN
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