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Dottie’s cakes celebrate the anniversary 
of our monthly classic car meet; see Jay 
Gates’s airfield activity report within

Keeping the neighbours happy
By Pat Malone
We’ve spent much of the past month working to 
scotch rumours that Bodmin Airfield is to be turned 
into some sort of commercial turbine helicopter 
school, flying day and night to the detriment of all 
within earshot. The stories began when a man who 
has recently moved to Millpool wrote in the 
Cardinham Parish magazine that Cornwall Flying 
Club has signed a contract with Cobham Helicopter 
Academy to train pilots at Bodmin. The article also 
conflated aviation at Bodmin with night-flying by the 
RAF, and advised people to complain to the RAF 
about it.
In fact CFC has no contract with Cobham, does not 
engage in night flying and has no facilities to allow 
us to do so. And military night flying – the Navy 
sometimes does NVG training in this area for pilots 

heading for Afghanistan, but the RAF goes elsewhere 
– is something over which we have no control, or 
even influence. 
Nonetheless, as Jim Callaghan said, a lie is halfway 
around the world before the truth has got its boots on. 
I’ve written a full rebuttal of every point in the article, 
but the Parish magazine comes out only every two 
months so it will not be published until October. In the 
meantime, the rumours take wing – it is now claimed, 
falsely, that night flying is to begin at Bodmin, using 
twin-engined helicopters. 
To be clear, CFC has signed no contract with anyone 
for anything, and helicopters use Bodmin on the same 
basis as they always have. Furthermore, Bodmin is 
Day VFR only, and will so remain. I’ve written: “The 
article claimed that Bodmin Airfield has contracted 
with Cobham Helicopter Academy to do its training at 



Bodmin. This is not the case; Cobham is based at 
Newquay Airport and does the vast majority of its 
training there or elsewhere in the area. 
“Bodmin Airfield is available to any aircraft that can 
safely use our facilities, and we often play host to 
the air ambulance, the police, Navy, Army, RAF 
and private helicopters. Cobham helicopters visit 
Bodmin on the same basis as any other aircraft. 
Looking at Bodmin’s movement log for the past 
week (I am writing on August 4th) I see that a 
Cobham helicopter visited Bodmin four times in 
seven days, with operations lasting for 25 minutes, 
30 minutes, 20 minutes and 15 minutes. We also 
had recent visits from a Royal Navy Wildcat, an 
Agusta 169 air ambulance, an Agusta 109E from 
the Empire Test Pilot School at Boscombe Down 
and several private Robinson R44 helicopters. 
Flight frequencies are of course not fixed, but the 
suggestion that they are doing ‘countless circuits 
ensuring that we suffer the drone of helicopters for 
most of the day’ is far from the mark. 

“We do everything in our power to reduce 
disturbance to our neighbours, and have 
impressed upon all helicopter operators, including 
Cobham, that:

1.all circuits from runway 31/13 must be flown 
to the west, over the open fields between the 
airfield and Bodmin town;
2.all circuits on runway 21/03 must be flown to 
the north, over the fields on the opposite side 
of the A30 from Cardinham and Millpool.
3.No helicopter shall fly over Millpool, and on 
approach to runway 31 or climb-out from 
runway 13, helicopters should turn before 
overflying Cardinham.”

What is heartening is the amount of support we 
have had from our neighbours, several of whom 
have written entirely in our favour. Unfortunately, 
the Parish magazine has declined to publish their 
contributions, saying the argument is becoming 
“acerbic” and “nasty” and they wish to draw a line 
under it. This is disappointing; it would have been 
helpful if the magazine had checked the facts 
before publishing the original claims, and support 
from local people carries greater weight than the 
Club’s own defence. Certainly nothing acerbic or 
nasty has originated from CFC.
Our defence has included taking local people for 
flights to show them the extent of our circuits and 
the measures we take to ensure noise is kept to a 
minimum. And we have invited all our neighbours 
to the airfield on the evening of Wednesday 
September 4th so that we can answer any 
questions they may have. All members would be 
welcome to meet the neighbours – there will be a 
barbecue, and the bar will be open. Hope to see 
you there.

We said our last farewells to Kevin Jones in August; 
his family organised a ceremony in the Bedford 
Hotel in Tavistock, and the Cornwall Flying Club 
contingent numbered almost twenty. There was 
standing room only as friends from every stage of 
Kevin’s life stood up to recount their memories; 
there were tears, and much laughter, and everyone 
marvelled that one man could have touched the 
lives of so many people, for the better. His family 
came through the ceremony well, although several 
of them were overcome by their own stories and 
had to pause to compose themselves. We heard 
from his sister Anita about how his passion for flying 
came out in his earliest days in the Welsh Valleys; 
from his sons Chris and Nick, about a fun-loving 
father of whom no-one ever said a bad word; from 
his son-in-law David, and his grandson Finley, who 
shared adventures, and flying, with Kevin; from 
friends who knew him as a bush pilot in Africa, or 
from his days with Bristow Helicopters in Sarawak, 
friends who walked in the hills with him, friends from 
the ATC, friends he flew with at Brymon and Flybe, 
and of course, friends at Cornwall Flying Club – his 
fellow G-IVOR group members Pete White and 
Richard Saw spoke of his days as an instructor at 
Bodmin, and as an enthusiastic Aeronca pilot. His 
association with Richard Saw lasted almost 
throughout his working life – Kevin was the tug pilot 
when Richard went for his first glider flight at 
Booker, and they shared a flat in north London 
when both were instructors at Elstree. Their paths 
crossed at Plymouth in the early Brymon days, and 
of course they were together at Bodmin. Kevin’s 
death is a great loss to a great many people, which 
may be some small comfort to his family, whose 
loss is all the greater.  



The amazing Rogers at work

That’s the way the money goes…
If you haven’t been up to the clubhouse 
recently you’ll be surprised at how much 
progress has been made by Roger Davis and 
Roger Edgecombe on the refurbishment 
necessary to keep the building upright for the 
foreseeable future. The cladding has been 
delivered and is stacked in the hangar, while all 
three new windows have been installed.
Members have been exceedingly generous in 
funding this work, although a few have yet to 
make a contribution – we suggested £25 a 
head, and thanks to the voluntary work of the 
two Rogers, that goes an awful long way. If 
you’ve forgotten about the building fund, there’s 
still time to support the refurbishment – make a 
BACS payment for Cornwall Flying Club using 

the sort code 40-12-22 and the account number 
41017411.
Club finances are quite sound, even though we 
took a bad knock earlier in the year when SM 
needed a new engine, and we’ve had one or two 
other exceptionals that have taken the shine off 
the numbers. We’re also looking ahead at some 
significant corrosion work on YH in the winter, 
paying the price of parking her (and SM) out of 
doors for many years during Chiefy’s time. The 
wings will have to come off, and who knows what 
we’ll find inside. The situation with the 152s lends 
weight to the discussions the Board has been 
having about leasing rather than owning aircraft; 
Andy Wilkins is working on a business plan on 
which we can base some decisions. – Pat Malone

What’s going on under the skin…?



Long wait for a good walk
And finally… the never-ending saga of constantly moving 
dates for the wing-walking is at an end, and the confirmed 
dates for the 2019 wing-walking at Bodmin Airfield are 
Tuesday 24th, Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th 
September.
This business has had poor Pete White tearing his 
remaining hair out, as he has repeatedly been forced to 
apologise to the wing-walkers for having to postpone their 
big thrill due to maintenance issues with the Stearman. 
Pete says: “This has caused enormous inconvenience to a 
lot of people, and the only positive aspect is that the 
people doing this for a charity have had more time to raise 
money for their worthy causes.
“I’m sure that when they finally wing walk over Cornwall on 
top of a Boeing Stearman aircraft they will forgive us all 
the delays and have enormous fun with what is truly the 
experience of a lifetime.”
If you’d like to wing-walk, contact Pete on 01752 406660, 
07805 805679 or pete@aeronca.co.uk.

AGM date – help wanted
The 2019 Annual General Meeting of Cornwall 
Flying Club will be held on Monday October 
21st, and the official notification will be sent 
out to all members by email. There will be one 
vacancy on the Board; our Treasurer Corinne 
Dennis is standing down. Corinne has been a 
fantastic asset to Cornwall Flying Club, 
especially during the time in which she has 
overseen our finances. You will recall that last 
year our accountants, Bennett Jones, gave 
the Club a £1,000 rebate because for the first 
time our accounts were straightforward, 
accurate and understandable. This was in 
large measure due to Corinne’s experience of 
running her own company. We’ll be lucky to 
find a replacement of Corinne’s calibre, but if 
any member has accounting expertise, now’s 
the time to come to the aid of the party. 

We’re also looking for advice in the field of 
marketing. The Board discussed establishing 
a marketing strategy at its August meeting, but 
we’re conscious of the fact that our personal 
talents lie elsewhere and nervous of repeating 
some of the unsuccessful advertising 
campaigns of the past. We need 
knowledgeable help if we’re to decide on the 
best strategy.
We’re conscious of the fact that our offer has 
changed, and our targeting needs to change 
with it. We’ve been doing well in the 
Introductory Flight area, where customers 
come from our website, from the third-party 
voucher companies, or from shows like the 
Wadebridge Garden Show. What has 
surprised us is that the conversion rate from 
Introductory Flight to PPL student is as good 
as it has historically been from Trial Lesson to 
PPL student. So this is a changed market, and 
one which needs much thought before we put 
our shilling down.
If you have expertise in these dark arts and 
can help guide our faltering footsteps, please 
have a word with Pat, Corinne, Darren, Jay, or 
any Board member.

Navigation and Nepal 
The last newsletter showed Dave Karniewicz and 
Tony Merrett receiving their TopNav trophies from 
the Princess Royal in London, and mentioned 
that Bodmin’s other winners, Nick and Hector 
Chittenden, who came first in the national 
TopNav Youth Trophy, were unable to attend 
because of Nick’s work schedule. In fact, Nick 
tells us, they would have gone but for the fact 
that Hector was on a school trip to Nepal, and 
given the nature of the prize, Nick’s own 
participation was purely optional. Youth winners Nick and Hector

mailto:pete@aeronca.co.uk
mailto:pete@aeronca.co.uk


Planes and cars and hovercraft
By Jay Gates
The summer continues in its up-and-down way, with 
one month being good and the next being merely 
average. As August draws to a close the weather 
has picked up, and after a rather dreadful start to 
the month, we were blessed with a fairly steady run 
of decent weather which helped reduce the number 
of days lost to flying to less than half a dozen – 
although the end of the month gave us one last 
downpour. If nothing else, this summer’s heavy rain 
has kept the runways and grasslands looking 
verdant, without the usual late summer burnt brown 
hue.
We completed July with a better movement figure 
than the previous year thanks to a long settled spell 
of sunny weather. The final monthly total was 1029 
movements, which is slightly better than July 2018 
when we ended the month on 995 movements. 
Figures for fuel dispensed were slightly down on 

the previous year, with just over 8,000 
litres in July compared to just over 
8,300 litres in the same month last year. 
August is also shaping up to be a 
similar month – slightly ahead of August 
2018. Up to the 28th of the month, and 
despite that being a day on which no 
flying took place due to wet weather, we 
had recorded 695 movements, 
compared to the 690 movements we 
recorded in the same period of 2018. 
Fuel figures up to that date were also 
slightly ahead of the previous year; just 
over 6,600 litres were dispensed 
compared to just under 6,300 litres in 
August 2018. So for the second month 
in a row we are running at, or slightly 
above, the same level we attained in the 

previous year.
August is holiday time, and many of our visitors 
were travellers heading for a well-earned break in 
Cornwall. We welcomed aircraft from all over the 

country, including Blackpool and Doncaster in the 
north, Rougham and Andrewsfield in the east and 
Caernarvon in North Wales. One of our visitors was 
from a small airfield that we have not recorded 
before at Bodmin, namely Eddington Hill in 
Wiltshire.
The great variety of visitors included some lovely 
examples of unusual aircraft. These included G-
DSGC, a lovely 1969-built Piper PA-25 Pawnee 
which arrived for maintenance. The Pawnee is 
easily recognisable as a crop spraying and glider 
towing aircraft; her registration DSGC gives her role 
away as she arrived from North Hill in Devon, which 

Piper Pawnee glider tug

Pipistrel Virus from Damyns Hall

Bristell NG, Sicily-bound



is the home of the Devon and Somerset Gliding 
Club. 
Another unusual visitor was PH-VLX, which 
although Dutch registered is based at Damyns 
Hall airfield in Essex. She is a Slovenian 2016-
built Pipistrel Virus SW aircraft, and despite her 
outward appearance is not a microlight but a full 
EASA certified aircraft with a MTOW of 600kg. 

There are only four such aircraft on the UK 
register, and this particular example had been 
demonstrated by her UK Sales Agent as a 
potential PPL training aircraft to a local flying 
school prior to arriving at Bodmin.
August saw the arrival of a new aircraft for one of 
our members. The beautiful Bristell NG, G-IOVE, 
will only be with us for two months before the 
owner flies it down to his winter home in Sicily, 
where it will remain until next year. Also arriving 
for a short visit was another ‘BINKY’, not to be 
confused with our resident G-BYNK. This was a 
strikingly-marked 1978 Cessna C152, G-BNKI 
from Halton Aeroplane Club, an RAF flying club 

based at one of the largest RAF bases, located in 
Buckinghamshire. August also saw the arrival of a 
set of beautiful vintage aircraft, both of whom are 
well known to most people around the country. We 
are all aware of the professional wingwalkers of the 
Breitling, Crunchie or Utterly Butterly display teams. 
Well, these are all one and the same, but now 
known as the AeroSuperBatics team from 

Rendcomb airfield, the beautiful 
private airfield in Gloucestershire 
part-owned by the Pink Floyd 
drummer Nick Mason. We had a 
two-night stopover by two of the 
team’s beautifully maintained 
Boeing Stearman (Stearmen?), 
one a 1941 model, the other of 
1943 vintage. The team was in 
Cornwall to display at the 
Falmouth Regatta, but the weather 
on the day refused to co-operate 
and the displays were cancelled 
due to a low cloud base. The team 
departed with a spectacular rolling 
smoke display en route to their 
next display at Shoreham in 
Sussex.
Most of our members will be aware 

that a small number of our neighbours have been 
complaining about noise disturbance, so it’s a good 
time to remind people to pay strict attention to the 
noise abatement requirements around the airfield. 
In particular, please remember not to overfly 
Cardinham village when making an approach to 
runway 31, and when possible to turn onto a base 
leg which will keep you north of the village, so that 
the village is already behind you when turn finals. 
When departing from runway 13 please make a 
right turn as soon as safe to do so in order to 
bypass the village. The Noise Abatement 
Procedure documents is available to read, and are 
also on our website.

The other Binky, from Halton

AeroSuperBatics Stearman pair thwarted at Falmouth



August saw the formal arrival of Andy Wilkins as a 
full time instructor at the Club. Although Andy is 
going to be available five days a week through to 
the New Year, he will initially be here for only three 
days a week as he finishes off the transfer of the 
Boeing 737-800 simulator to the Flybe Academy at 
Exeter Airport. We achieved another first solo for a 
student, with Ingo Stuermer achieving that major 
milestone early in the month. We have a few 

students who are coming up to GST, and we are 
also getting a number of students who are returning 
to flying lessons after a long break. One had 
reached a total of 44 hours and 20 minutes logged 
flight time before he gave up over 30 years ago. He 
has since notched up almost six hours with us since 
climbing back into an aircraft.
Although our fuel stocks are almost entirely for 
aircraft use, we do occasionally sell a few litres for 

non-aviation purposes. The 
majority of these small sales 
are for people who have 
specialised cars or motorbikes 
and who take part in hill climbs, 
circuit racing or off-road events. 
They need avgas 100LL, rather 
than using standard mogas, 
because they require a hotter 
burning fuel that is high octane, 
low lead and, crucially, ethanol 
free. Avgas meets all three of 
these requirements. But it’s 
unusual to be asked for avgas 
for a hovercraft. One recent 
avgas buyer at Bodmin was 
Paul Tarplee, who races a 
carbon fibre composite 
Eurocraft hovercraft. His 
‘aircraft’ is powered by a 440cc 
Rotax Polaris engine which 
provides thrust, and a 330cc 
Hirth engine which provides lift. 

Andy Wilkins congratulates Ingo Stuermer on his first solo

Paul Tarplee, racing on Bodmin spirit



 

Paul recently entered both the Formula 2 and Open 
Formula races in the UK round of the European 
Championships held at Hacketts Lake at Holme 
Pierrepont in Nottinghamshire. Formula 2 racing is 
for hovercraft up to 750cc in size and Open Formula 
is unrestricted. Thanks to Bodmin avgas Paul 
finished a magnificent third in the UK Formula 2 
race, third in the European Formula 2 race and third 
in the European Open Formula race.
On the social side, we had our first visit of the 
parents, helpers and children of the pre-school 
toddler group from Cardinham and Mount. The 
children were all entertained in the clubhouse with 
the contents of our toybox, and outside on the grass 
area at the front of the clubhouse. They enjoyed a 
happy few hours, while the adults loved the quiet 
ambience of the clubhouse and were well looked 
after by Dottie, who plied them with coffee, tea and 
cake. They hope to be back in a few weeks time.

On the car front, August 
saw the first 
anniversary of the 
monthly breakfast meet 
for the American Hotrod 
and Street Car owners. 
It is incredible to think 
that the monthly meet is 
now one year old, and 
that Dot and Keith 
ended up running Diner 
31 when Carol and 
Steve had to relinquish 
it. The breakfast meet 
has gone from strength 
to strength, and again 

the car park on the 
anniversary was 
completely full of 
vehicles, some of which 
had driven all the way 
from Bristol. Word is 
certainly spreading and 
the event is becoming 
ever popular – once 
again Dottie and Keith 
rustled up over 50 
breakfasts and 100 
coffees in a short three 
hours. Special cakes 
were baked to mark the 
anniversary, proudly 
offered by Dottie, and 
enjoyed by all who 
attended.



Here’s a youngster we’ll be seeing more of… club 
member Dave James’s grandson Euan, who is raring 
to get airborne once Dave is ready, and Euan’s mum 
gives the go-ahead…
Dave has taken delivery of his new aircraft, G-CJJW  
– a Lambert Mission M108 light sport aircraft built 
under the LAA’s Factory Build Assist scheme. Filip 
Lambert helped Dave ferry it back from Belgium last 
month.
So far eight-year-old Euan has helped Dave clean up 
the prop. Dave says: “He was amazed at the number 
of bugs spattered over them from one short flight, and 
he also learned with surprise which side of the prop is 
really the ‘front' – STEM early learning…

Pilot of the future

Dave’s M108 has been christened ‘Buster’, 
which was the nickname of his late uncle 
Raymond. He says: “He was everyone's idea of 
the finest type of uncle. At a sprightly 83 he was 
looking forward to flying with me after I had got 
my licence and the new plane I had started by 
then. Sadly, he never did.
Buster was a mechanical engineer who worked 
after High School for Stothart and Pitt in Bath 
designing cranes. This included ones for aircraft 
carriers, and several can still be seen in Bristol 
docks. He then worked for Alex Moulton on the 
famous bicycle, suspensions systems for trains 

(for what became the Pendolino) and the Mini, in 
partnership with Alex Issigonis. 
“My father was some seven years older, and 
since he was great at maths and had fantastic 
eyesight, he was selected immediately on joining 
the RAF from the ATC as a navigator. He was a 
bomb-aimer/navigator on Lancasters, especially 
in Pathfinder roles. On one famous occasion he 
contrived, en route to the North Sea to attack 
shipping, to fly low over the grammar school in 
Bradford-on-Avon, Wilts, precisely when he 
knew that his younger brother – Buster – would 
be in the playground at break time. Imagine the 
effect that had on family and local morale!
I am going to apply a decal on the tail which is a 
photo of my father. He was partly responsible for 
the bomb damage inflicted around Kortrijk, 
including that to the Luftwaffe mess-room and 
officers' areas which now comprise the 
refurbished and quirky Bell-X Hotel, where I’ve 
stayed when building my plane!”

Decal for Buster

The new Buster at home



In the last newsletter we told the story of Herbert 
Larkworthy, who has rejoined Cornwall Flying Club 
after an absence of some years, and was in fact one 
of the original members of the Club, having joined in 
the early 1970s as member number 29. This, we 
thought, made our newest member our oldest 
member, too.
Stefan Heale writes to put the record straight. He says: 
“Just to prove that I actually read it, I must point out a 
small error in your ‘newest oldest member’ section. 
Obviously the records to which you have access are 
probably limited and the recollections of old members, 
by the fact that they are old, are not completely 
reliable. Just for the record then: 
I was a ‘founder member’, assisting the Dingle 
brothers with knocking down hedges and working 
ground on a tractor to build Mike Robertson’s project 
‘grass roots’ airfield.
I joined as a Full Flying Member in 1974 and was 
issued Membership Number 19 (I still have the 
membership card) and began my PPL training in the 
Forney F-1A Aircoupe G-ASLN with instructor Caroline 
Fenton on 14/05/1974.
What is more significant, if anyone is talking about 
longest standing members, is that I have been a Full 
Flying Member continuously since that time, without a 
break (not per Sandy Wilkinson), have paid for Annual 
Full Flying Membership every year since 1974 (instead 
of taking life membership at £200 which was an option 
at company incorporation in 1978) and thus have paid 
more in membership fees into CFC’s coffers than any 
other person alive or dead!
Happy landings!
Our apologies to Stefan, and we move quickly to 
correct the misapprehension. In the matter of 
longevity, and financial contribution, no man stands 
ahead of Stefan Heale! I couldn’t pass up the 
opportunity to pick Stefan’s brains about the history of 
the airfield, and in particular of the clubhouse which 
the two Rogers are currently renovating. Stefan writes:
“I believe it arrived in early 1978, which was the year it 
was ‘dedicated’ and named ‘The Ron Wingfield Lounge’ –
 he was the member who used to fly organ donor kidneys 
and other offal around in his Cherokee Six.
Prior to the arrival of the new clubhouse, the airfield 
buildings consisted of what is now the main hangar 
(formerly Newton Abbot bus garage), the fire truck shed, 
the fuel pump building and an eight-foot square garden 
shed positioned to the east of the main hangar where the 
maintenance hangar is now. This shed, known as the 
Wendy House, was the premises from which all the 
airfield business was conducted, including booking 
aircraft and lessons, pre- and post- flight briefings and 
groundschool.

Welcome to Newton Abbot bus garage
Following the erection of the new clubhouse, the 
Wendy House, which remained the booking office 
for a time, was mounted on stilts to connect directly 
to the east door of the Ron Wingfield Lounge. The 
steps and platform came later when the Wendy 
House finally rotted away. I cannot put a date to that 
modification, but I certainly remember booking 
aircraft  there while Nancy Parkes was the 
secretary/ops clerk, and my 1979 Annual Flying 
Membership card was signed by Nancy Parkes. By 
that time, my membership number 19 had been 
converted to 2019 as someone had thought it would 
make the club look more important if the numbering 
began at 2000!
By the way, the price of Annual Flying Membership 
on the 1979 card was £10.80, which must have 
seemed quite expensive at the time, especially as 
when I started flying training in 1974, Mike 
Robertson charged under 21s at half the grown-ups 
rate of £10 per hour dual!
I am still looking for photographs that Jay asked for 
and I have only found 14 Annual membership cards, 
which is pretty poor for 45 years, except I think Mark 
Taylor stopped issuing cards after 2003. I believe 
Nancy Parkes was followed by Sue Dunlop, Anne 
Hole, Jean Rees, someone else (illegible signature), 
Stephen Haye, Chris Cassidy, Peter Rasmussen, B. 
Murray, Chris Kingshott, Mark Taylor.

War on the weed
By Jay Gates
One of the lesser known legal responsibilities of 
airfield stewardship is the management of the 
environment and wildlife habitat. In most cases, 
habitat management is linked to aircraft safety 
and the need to maintain a safe operating 
environment on and around the airfield. 
Examples of this at Bodmin include grassland 
management, on and off the runways and 
taxiways, tree and hedge management (to 
ensure they do not become obstacles to take-off 
and landing) and wildlife habitat management to 
ensure that bird-strike risks and large mammal 
collisions are minimised, while at the same time 
ensuring that the airfield maintains a rich and 
diverse habitat for the birds and animals that live 
with us.
One of the less obvious examples of these legal 
responsibilities is the control of weeds that the 



government has deemed to be injurious to 
agriculture. In the UK there are five such weeds, and 
they are considered to be so detrimental to 
agriculture that an Act of Parliament has been 
passed to ensure landowners comply with the 
requirement to control them.
The Weeds Act of 1959 lists Common Ragwort 
(Senecio Jacobaea) as one of these injurious weeds. 
In fact, the Common Ragwort is said to be such a 
problem that it also has its very own Act, namely The 
Ragwort Control Act of 2003. Under these two Acts, 
if Ragwort is growing on land that you occupy, the 
Secretary of State has the power to serve a written 
notice requiring you to take such action as may be 
necessary to prevent it from spreading. If you 
unreasonably fail to comply with its requirements, 
you commit a criminal offence and can be fined up to 
£5,000. And if animals are poisoned by eating 
Ragwort which has spread from your property, you 
may be prosecuted and would be liable for any costs 
associated with the poisoning.  
However, it’s not an offence to have Common 
Ragwort growing on your land, as it is a native British 
species. But if there are animals grazing in 
neighbouring fields, you could be in trouble. Ragwort 
contains alkaloids which are potentially fatal to cattle, 
horses, ponies and sheep, and there are many 
recorded cases where animals have died as a result 
of Ragwort poisoning.
We also allow our grass to be cut for silage and 
taken by local livestock farmers who use the grass 
as winter feed. Any feed or forage which contains 
Ragwort in any state, fresh or dry, is unsafe for 

animals, and under our 
duty of care to our 
neighbours we are 
expected to ensure that 
this risk is not present on 
the airfield.
As this responsibility had 
been ignored before 2018 
we scoured the entire 
airfield in July and August 
last year for Ragwort 
growing on the airfield, in 
our boundary hedges, 
around our buildings, along 
our external boundary from 
the A30 off ramp down the 
length of Airfield Lane and 
down the length of the 
airfield approach road as 
far as the entrance gate to 
the Scout Hut and Trago 
Mills warehouse sites. It 
was surprising how much 
Ragwort we found. And for 

the past month we have been conducting the 
2019 Ragwort clearance programme. As last 
year,  we have been assisted by our eager Work 
Experience students, whose engagement on 
Ragwort clearing improved their knowledge of 
some of the lesser known requirements of airfield 
management.
Ragwort has a two year lifespan and is best 
removed by pulling out the whole plant, including 
the root. Last year a dozen large black bin bags 
of the plant were filled, and Bodmin Airfield was 
free of Ragwort by the end of August 2018, 
probably for the first time ever. It will be so again 
this year. The problem we have faced in 2019 is 
that the result of a largely warm and wet winter, 
Ragwort has proliferated more this year than last, 
some of it growing in areas that are not easily 
accessible. 
By the end of August we had managed to clear 
about 95% of the Ragwort, and there are now 
only two small patches left to clear on the airfield 
itself. One patch is virtually inaccessible, being 
protected by a 20 foot deep tangle of thick 
brambles and broken tree limbs, and the other 
patch lies on a very steep bank incline. We fully 
expect to have completed the programme by the 
end of September, weather permitting, and once 
more make our airfield Ragwort free. 
We owe it to our cattle- and sheep-farming 
neighbours, and our horse riding villagers, to do 
this work, and it will be done again in 2020 in 
order to protect our community. Hopefully, next 
year it will be less of a problem.

Ragwort – pretty awful



The Lundy fly-out on Sunday August 4th was 
hit by poor weather – originally we had 53 
aircraft booked in, but in the event only 23 got 
through. It was very successful, however, and 
a lot of fun. For your diaries, the 2020 date is 
August 2nd. 

IVOR on the island

Dog drags C182 backwards

Upcoming events
Big tundra tyres come in handy

Creditable turnout given the weather

BODMIN AIRFIELD EVENTS 2019
www.bodminairfield.com 

September 13th & 14th:

Aerobatics with Nick Wakefield 
September 14th (Sat) 
The 2019 Cornwall Strut Fly-in
The first Cornwall Strut fly-in, in 2018, was a great 
success and we once again invite all to join us, 
including classic and vintage vehicles.
TMT Nostalgic Flight Tiger Moths will be in 
action on September 15th

Wing Walking: 24th, 25th, & 26th September

FOG    2019 Season 
Sept 20th–22nd (F-Su) Cornwall Scout Aerocamp  
Bodmin (Volunteers needed) 
For full details, contact Pete on 01752 406660, 
07805 805679 or pete@aeronca.co.uk.

AEROCLUB evening talks 
2019 season

        www.bodminairfield.com  
  
October 16th       Bryan Pill  
The Art of Bush Flying – A pilot’s life  
in the bush

November 20th John Whicher
Ballooning is Fun!

December 11th    John Shaw
Building a Sopwith Camel

2020 January 15th Peter Chapman 
EGLA Quiz    (TBC)

February 12th  Martin Pengelly
Pilot Maker… the Harvard story

March 11th  Les Brodie 
Concorde training captain – the last  
pilot ever to fly Concorde

April 8th Helen Doe  
My dad was a Battle of Britain pilot

http://www.bodminairfield.com/
mailto:pete@aeronca.co.uk
http://www.bodminairfield.com/
http://www.bodminairfield.com/
http://www.bodminairfield.com/
mailto:pete@aeronca.co.uk


The Extra 330LX is returning to Bodmin on 13th and 14th 
September 2019 

25 Minute Aerobatics Flight £249  
  

For further details and bookings contact Nick Wakefield: 

07818 423579  or  enquiries@theaerobaticscompany.co.uk 

www.theaerobaticscompany.co.uk 

AEROBATICS - BODMIN 
13th and 14th September 2019



Wing Walking At Bodmin 
Airfield!          2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Percival Phillips and his flying circus 
thrilled crowds in our region in the mid 
1920’s and 30’s and introduced Wing 
Walking to the West Country. 
This unique Wing Walking Experience 
is now available at Bodmin Airfield on 
24th, 25th & 26th September 2019. 

The pilot, Mike Dentith, flies the Boeing 
Stearman used for this special event 
and is an extremely experienced wing 
walking and display pilot. 
They have both featured on television 
on several occasions including when 
Phillip Schofield walked aloft for the 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards Challenge 
programme. 

Charity sponsored flights are welcome. 
For more details please contact; 

Pete White 01752 406660,  
07805 805679, pete@aeronca.co.uk 



Pete White 01752 406660 / 07805 805679
PPR Essential

Cornwall 
Strut Fly-in

Join the Cornwall Strut at Bodmin Airfield

September 14    2019th



the tiger moths 

 

              

A real ‘Biggles’ experience with leather jacket, helmet and goggles 

For only £250 each, plus you will take away memories for a life time! 

Next 2019 date is15th September see  www.bodminairfield.com   

Please contact: 
Pete White, 01752 406660, 07805 805679, pete@aeronca.co.uk  
 

 

 


