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The Annual General Meeting of 
Cornwall Flying Club Ltd was held on 
October 21st, and the story of the last 
financial year was one of increased 
profits, increased membership and solid 
achievements in the fields of flight 
training, club infrastructure and 
regulatory compliance.
We made a profit of over £35,000, which 
was excellent considering we’d had to 
find £20,000 last winter to put a new 
engine in the C152 SM. Membership 
now stands at 179 compared to 166 at 
the last AGM, and we’ve created ten 
new PPLs. During the last year there 
were 7,141 aircraft movements, up by 
10% on the previous year, and the three 
club aircraft flew 1,150 hours, compared 
to 973 hours last year. We flew 204 
Introductory Flights and dispensed 
55,912 litres of avgas.
Diner 31 is up and running under Dottie 
and Keith Elderkin and is a significant 
enhancement to the club, while the 
£3,950 donated by Club members to 
refurbish the clubhouse is being put to 
good use by Roger Davis and helpers. 
Chairman Pat Malone said that for the 
first time in years the Club was fully 
under the control of its members, 
through a Board that directs the 
management as it should. The person 
to thank for this was Darren Fern, who 
as Chairman took on challenges that 
should have been tackled years before, 
and had the energy and determination 
to see the job through. He suffered 
personal abuse, but with the backing of 
most Board members he set the Club 
on the road to where it is today. We are 
determined not to lose control again.
The Articles of Association, which were 
desperately out of date and a drag on 
the running of the Club, were rewritten 

by Club member Leith Whittington, 
to whom the Chairman expressed 
our gratitude. The new Articles 
were supported by 95 percent of 
the members in a ballot and 
became binding on the Company 
and members from their adoption 
by the Board on June 10th 2019. 
Treasurer Corinne Dennis has 
made changes to the accounting 
systems to establish each aircraft 
as a separate profit centre, the 
better to maximise their 
performance, and an engineering 
account has been opened to help 

Life Member Roger Davis at work

us ride shocks such as the SM 
engine. The Board evaluated 
the possibility of retiring debt 
dating back many years but 
calculated that running it down 
on the present schedule is the 
most efficient option. Bad debt 
is being pursued through the 
courts. The Chairman said: 
“The message is that we 
operate as a business now – no 
more sweetheart deals, no 
more verbal agreements, we 
deal in money, and we want 
agreements in writing.” We 

If you missed 
the AGM…



have qualified for DTO status thanks to the work of 
Nick Chittenden, we have revamped the newsletter 
to ensure everyone knows what’s going on, we are 
continuing to work on our internet and social media 
presence through Martin Parker. Among our roster of 
Introductory Flight pilots Sandy Wilkinson stands out, 
having flown double figures of hours in some weeks. 
We’ve overcome problems with the national 
instructor shortage – the death of Kevin Jones was a 
particularly hard blow – and have dealt positively with 
noise complaints from newcomers to the area. Our 
events programme, notable for such remarkable 
successes as the play, Those Magnificent Men, 
staged in Hangar 2, was affected by the weather on 

the flying side, but the final Cornwall Strut fly-in 
attracted 59 visiting aircraft. Like the flying events 
programme, the Aeroclub talks on winter 
Wednesdays have been a credit to Pete White, who 
does all the work to set them up, and there are some 
remarkable speakers in the coming months.
We’ve moved to free Airfield Manager Jay Gates 
from tower duties three days a week in order to 
pursue strategic management objectives, and we’re 
well-placed to deal with a potentially large bill for 
corrosion work on YH this winter – the wings have to 
come off, and the cost could rival that of SM’s new 
engine. The problems with SM and YH have 
concentrated minds on the subject of leasing, rather 
than owning aircraft. We were also looking at our 
marketing strategy, particularly on the digital side.
The Chairman said that of all the challenges we face, 
time was the most intractable. “The average age of 
LAA members has reached 60, the average age of 
AOPA members almost 70, and both are rising 
relentlessly. The people who leave aviation due to 

age or lost medicals tend to be those with the best 
aircraft, those who buy the fuel and the 
maintenance, and contribute to cash flow. Young 
people seem happier living in a virtual world than a 
real one. The cost of flying is an obstacle for them, 

but it costs the same as it always did – all you’ve 
got. The aspiration is lacking. A relationship has 
been established with the Aspirations Co-ordinator 
at Bodmin College, and Roger Edgecombe is 
looking at how that relationship might be developed. 
But we’ve faced bigger challenges in the recent 
past, and for the moment we’re doing better than 
we could have hoped a couple of years ago. Let’s 
see if we can keep the momentum up.”
The meeting voted to make the indefatigable Roger 
Davis a Life Member in recognition of the work he 
does to keep the airfield infrastructure in order.
Our Treasurer Corinne Dennis stood down from the 
Board at the AGM, and the Chairman paid tribute to 
her dedication and skill in getting our financial 
affairs back on track. She stood by Darren Fern 
during the most difficult times, she has reformed our 
accounting systems. Corinne has agreed to 
continue to oversee our accounts until new 
arrangements can be made.
The result of the election to replace Corinne on the 
Board was:
Steve Leach 27
Howard Fawkes 54
Abstentions 4
Howard Fawkes is therefore appointed Director of 
CFC Ltd.

Kevin Jones – much missed

Corinne Dennis – lost to the Board



What about 
the workers?
Beyond the statistics that showed a steady 
improvement in activity, Airfield Manager Jay 
Gates paid tribute at the AGM to all the volunteers 
who have worked hard in the interests of Cornwall 
Flying Club in the past year. Chief among them is 
Roger Davis, who is re-cladding the Clubhouse – 
one of many major structural jobs he has 
undertaken. Occasional helpers on the cladding 
include Roger Edgecombe, Howard Fawkes and 
others. Roger’s biggest task was rebalancing the 
main hangar doors, which now run so smoothly a 
single person can open all four together.
Jay also paid tribute to our loyal and flexible team 
of instructors – Bruce Abbott, Terry Earl, Nick 
Chittenden, Rod Bellamy, Ollie Smith and Andy 
Wilkins – and and Introductory Flight pilots Sandy 
Wilkinson, Howard Fawkes, John Blick, Pat 
Malone, Gary Perry and Ian Madgwick. 
Environmental management on the airfield 
involved Sandy Wilkinson, Roger Davis, Richard 
Saw, Roger Edgecombe, Richard Bracey, Howard 
Fawkes and Hector Chittenden, as well as a large 
group of occasional volunteers. 
The fire alarm system has been upgraded by 
Martin Woods and Howard Fawkes to comply with 
Regulatory Reform Fire Safety Order 2005 and 
BS 5839-1 requirements; it involved the addition 
of five smoke detectors, a heat detector, four 
sounder beacons, two flasher beacons, one call 
point and the L2 electrical wiring upgrade to the 
Control Panel. All Health and Safety signage now 
required has been installed, including Emergency 
Exits, Escape Routes, Call Points, Fire Assembly, 
First Aid Box and AED location. 
Hangar space rented to CAS has had rewiring 
trunking upgrades to the power, telephone and IT 
systems, the work having been done by Howard 
Fawkes and Roger Davis. The fuel bay locking 
bar problem has been resolved, with Roger Davis 
having fabricated a full depth locking bar that 
prevents the door being overrun, and having fitted 
a slide on the base of the door run. Howard 
Fawkes is fabricating a bottom channel to prevent 
the door pulling away from the building and 
damaging the top rail. Minor repairs have taken 
place to fencing and gates, and additional 
external security and CCTV signage has been 
provided. Pete Chapman has made a set of steps 
for passengers to gain easier access to the club 

aircraft. A CO detector has been installed, provided 
by Bob Harris’s daughter Ellie. Chairman Pat 
Malone paid special tribute to the missing name – 
that of Jay Gates himself, who does everything 
from pulling up the ragwort to cleaning the 
windows and, he said, “probably works forty 
percent more hours than we pay him for”.  

Chairman’s statement: 

The future of 
Question Time
By Pat Malone
At the two Annual General Meetings I have chaired I 
have adopted a relaxed approach to questions at the 
end of the formal agenda. If we went by the rules, 
questions should be submitted in writing with ample 
notice in order that accurate responses can be 
formulated, but I’ve taken questions on any subject 
without notice. Unfortunately this relaxed approach 
has been abused, and in future we will revert to 
written questions only.
The problem is that any allegation can be made at the 
AGM, and even though it is rebutted, some members 
may believe there’s truth in it. This year Steve Leach 
alleged that because Companies House had not 
posted our 2019 Articles of Association, they were 
invalid. Leith Whittington, who wrote the Articles, told 
him the Articles were validated not by Companies 
House, which was merely a registrar, but by formal 
adoption by the Company and its shareholders. 
Darren Fern confirmed that the new Articles had  
been sent to Companies House within the  
prescribed period.
I thought that put the matter to rest, but a couple of 
members present believed Mr Leach; two days later I 
received an email from one of them making a 
succession of demands based on the claim that our 
2019 Articles of Association were invalid. He 
bolstered his case by picking up a claim made by 
Tony Knowles at the AGM that Company Resolution 
1006/2019, by which the Board adopted the new 
Articles following the vote in which 95 percent of the 
membership approved them, should have been called 
a Special Resolution. I thought this was a pretty 
desperate attempt to find something to complain 
about – the Board’s adoption fit all the criteria for any 
resolution, special or otherwise. We were able to 
satisfy this member’s concerns after  taking legal 
advice and seeking guidance from Companies 
House, both of whom confirmed that Leith 



Whittington’s statements were correct and the new 
Articles were valid and binding. Had we had proper 
notice of the question, we could have quoted the 
relevant points from company law at the AGM, a 
line could have been drawn under the issue and not 
even the most gullible would have been misled.
We also had a no-notice question on the accounts 
from Steve Leach, who complained there was too 
much petty cash – some £8,000 – in the accounts. 
Our accountant Max Spence explained that all 
cash-in-hand was listed under the heading “petty 
cash” before it was taken to the bank – our SAGE 
system uses that heading as a default – but said in 
future he would change the terminology. 
The final question from Bob Harris sealed the fate 
of ad hoc ‘Question Time’ in the future; he stated 
that he’d had a complaint from someone else – un-
named – that Diner 31 had a two-tier pricing 
system, a lower one for visiting car clubs. In the 
absence of any prior notice, I could only 
say I would investigate. I was able to 
inform him the following day that because 
of the volume of business on car club 
days, Diner 31 operates a truncated 
breakfast menu at a lower price which is 
available to all – they could not possibly 
differentiate between car visitors and club 
members and guests on price. But the 
members at the AGM heard only the 
allegation, not the response. Could the 
complainant not have established the facts 
for himself? Could the complainant not 
have asked his own question? And in what 
universe is it a question that should be put 
to a Board of Directors at the AGM of a 
Limited Company anyway? 
It was the petty nature of this question that 
finally made me decide to put an end to 
no-notice exchanges at the end of an 
Annual General Meeting. Next year all 
questions will have to be in writing, and 
must be submitted 14 days in advance of 
the AGM. 
It’s unfortunate that an AGM which was almost 
entirely devoted to positive developments at the 
club should leave such a bad taste in the mouth.
One of the complainants, in a state of some angst, 
was afterwards heard to proclaim: “We need to get 
our Club back”. Back from what? In the face of 
growing membership, growing flight activity, 
growing profitability, a hard-working Board, a great 
club spirit as evidenced by donations of almost 
£4,000 for clubhouse refurbishment, a thriving flying 
school and outstanding compliance with the 
regulations that govern our existence, I’m struggling 
to understand what we should be turning the clock 
back to.

Season of mists and 
mellow fruitfulness – 
not good for business
By Jay Gates
The natural cycle of the seasons knows a thing or two! 
It’s almost uncanny that something as innocuous as 
an equinox can pass – as it did on September 22nd – 
and with the nights being longer than the days, the 
weather takes immediate advantage of the loss of 
power of the sun. In other words – Autumn is very 
much upon us! We reported last month how the last 
ten days of September brought an almost continuous 
string of wet days. Well, the start of October was no 

different – in fact it could be considered worse. The 
Met Office reported that nearby Callington, halfway 
between Saltash and Launceston, was the only town 
in the nation that had recorded a ‘biblical’ statistic of 
rain falling on 30 consecutive days between 
September 21st and October 20th. Bodmin was little 
different. We ended September with no flying due to 
rain, and October started with four days of the first 
week lost. In fact October 3rd and 4th had us under the 
cosh of yet another hurricane remnant – the fourth 
such tropical storm to hit us in a month – with ex-
hurricane ‘Lorenzo’ bringing high winds and a deluge. 
Up until October 28th we’ve so far lost eight days of no 
flying, with three days on which fewer than two flights 
have been possible. This is a loss of more than a third 

Sheep may unsafely graze…



of available flying days, so we’re not expecting 
October to be a record breaker, especially as the 
last few days of the month are shaping up the 
same way. As expected, in September, we did 
less flying than the same month in 2018, with 
only 773 movements logged as against 815 the 

previous year. But that’s not too shabby when 
you remember that almost a third of flying days 
were lost to poor weather. The fuel figures were 
also slightly down on the previous year with just 
under 6,000 litres dispensed, 
compared to just over 7,500 litres in 
September 2018. Interestingly, 
despite the loss of available flying 
days we slightly increased the hours 
flown on our own aircraft to 119 
hours in September, up from 112 
hours the previous year – a credit to 
both our superb Instructing staff and 
our flexible pool of Introductory Flight 
pilots. Up to October 28th we have 
recorded a modest 470 movements, 
compared to 606 movements in 
October 2018. Similarly, the fuel 
figures for October show us 
dispensing just under 4,000 litres 
compared to just over 5,000 litres the 
previous October. While the figures 
may look disappointing, they’re not 
bad considering the weather, and the 
corresponding days lost, and can be viewed 
positively with a year-by-year average. October 
is the first month where we can compare 
ourselves over a three-year period, because 
October 2017 was the first month where proper 
sets of statistics were taken over the course of 

the whole month. In October 2017 we recorded only 
360 movements for the whole month, with 3,000 
litres of fuel dispensed, so we are doing much better 
than two years ago. 
Shorter days and bad weather kept many visitors 
away, although we did welcome some from as far 

away as White Waltham and 
Goodwood. Two interesting aircraft 
were from our own members who have 
planes based at nearby airfields. Lloyd 
Edwards, who is a great stalwart of the 
club, arrived twice in the month from 
Roche in his lovely 1960 Tipsy Nipper 
T.66 Mk.2 G-NIPS. Lloyd has also 
applied his signature ‘Bumble Bee’ 
motif to his aircraft. The other arrival 
was Roger Pugh, making a second 
visit in his Aeroprakt A-22 Foxbat, G-
CHHB, which is based at Tinnel Farm 
airfield just north of Saltash. Roger is 
another of our members with an ATPL 
background and recently retired from 
BA as a Boeing 747-400 Captain. He 
is the third BA 744 Captain on our 
books, and features along with two 
serving Airbus A320 Captains who are 
members, and of course, ATPL Nick 

Chittenden. Roger has a broad aviation 
background, as before he joined BA he was a 
Senior Captain with KLM Helicopters flying the 
Sikorsky S-76B on the North Sea.

On the flight training front, October was an 
extremely good month for results. At the start of the 
month Chris Thorns passed his GST with examiner 
Terry Earl to gain his PPL. Chris is now heading to 
Bournemouth to join the L3 College to qualify as a 
Commercial Airline Pilot. The very next day Bruce 
Bryan passed his PPL GST. Bruce is a unique 

Lloyd’s Tipsy Nipper, fittingly G-NIPS

Roger’s progress – S76, 747, and now Foxbat



member as he is the only licensed Deep Sea Diver 
and Underwater Welder we have, and is often 
away conducting subsea work on offshore oil rigs 
worldwide. Bruce was also responsible for 
fabricating the lowering frame on our refurbished 
northern windsock. On the same day, it was 

pleasing to report that Mike Menear completed his 
‘first solo’ flight for a second time! His initial first 
solo flight took place over 30 years ago in Bristol, 
where Mike logged 44 hours and 20 minutes flying 
training, just short of the minimum required to take 
the GST, before deciding to stop his training 
altogether. He joined the Royal Marines and 
headed for the Far East, and 30 years passed 
before he decided to start the process again.
One of the community engagement programmes 
we are proud of is Work Experience placements, 

which we offer students from local colleges. 
Usually, we take on a number of students for 
anywhere from one to five days in the lead-up to 
the summer holidays. Our requirement from the 
colleges is that the student must have an interest in 

aviation, such as being an Air Cadet, and a desire to 
make a career in one of the many aviation 
disciplines. Unusually, we had a request for a work 
experience placement in the lead-up to the Autumn 
half term holiday. We welcomed Tom Batchelor, a 
student at Petroc College in Barnstaple, in early 
October. Tom’s father is Andy Batchelor, a member 
of the club and a senior Rear Crew instructor with 
Cobham Helicopters at Newquay, although Andy is 
currently operating for Cobham in St Maarten in the 
Dutch West Indies on behalf of the Dutch 
Coastguard. Tom had a great time with us, including 
spending time with the CAS engineers in the 
maintenance hangar. CAS engineer ‘Aussie’ Dave 
did a great job of looking after Tom.
We managed to give the main runway a cut in 
between the rains, and hope to get one more 
‘winter’ cut in the near future as the grass stops 
growing. A broken runway end board was repaired, 
and some minor repairs were undertaken on the 
gates around the airfield. One problem which came 

to revisit us, and meant renewing our shepherding 
skills, was the arrival of seven sheep that took up 
residence on the airfield for a week. They were 
chased off on a daily basis to rejoin their flock, 
located in the old Kier compound between the A30 
and our northern boundary. Old pallets were used to 
block every hole the sheep were making in the 
hedge. A number of calls were made to the 
shepherd, who eventually removed them, hopefully 
on a permanent basis. 
The clubhouse refurbishment continues, and Roger 
Davis is working on a small outward extension of 
the kitchen area to bring the whole of the long wall 
straight and level. Inside the clubhouse Bob Harris’ 
daughter, who works for the Cornwall Fire and 
Rescue Service, provided a new carbon monoxide 
monitor. The old one, which still has more than a 
year of life in it, has been re-sited in another part of 
the clubhouse.

Terry Earl congratulates Chris Thorns

Bruce and Bruce – PPL (left) and CFI

Mike Menear marks his second ‘first solo’



Our Met display was shutting down on a regular 
basis which left us without the means to give 
accurate weather information to pilots. The Met 
Office engineers were called in four times during 
the month to try and determine what was causing 
the problem. The last visit had them on site for a 
full two days. They found that our set up in the 
Tower was in perfect working order and that the 
problem lay with the logging equipment located in 
their own compound, adjacent to the northern 
windsock. It’s now fixed, and the Met system is 
working perfectly once more.
Met observations are needed on a continuous 
basis, and this means not just looking at a 
computerised Met display screen, but also 
looking outside to see what changes are taking 
place. This act of weather ‘observation’ often 

means the Duty Manager gets to see 
cloudscapes and weather phenomena that most 
people do not see. The change of season and 
the persistent rainfall, produced some superb 
cloudscapes, made up of building and decaying 
Towering Cumulonimbus clouds. One aspect of 
Cumulonimbus Anvil clouds is that they can 
produce a cloud type unique to a decaying super 
cell where thunder activity has been present. This 
is the Mammatus cloud, which is found on the 
trailing edge of a Cumulonimbus Anvil. Called 
Mammatus because of their looking rather similar 
to mammary glands, one such display was 
photographed on the evening of the AGM as it 
started to get dark. Another unusual weather 
phenomenon, but not a cloud, is a Parhelion, 
more commonly known as a ‘Sun Dog’. These 
optical phenomena occur towards the end of the 

day when light is refracted through ice crystals, and 
one Sun Dog was spotted south of the airfield early in 
the month. They look like a bright, but tiny, rainbow 

ball set out at a right angle from the sun. Sometimes 
you can get four Sun Dogs together, located at the 
north, south, east and west compass cardinals 
around the sun.
On the social side, we started the first of the 
Aeroclub Winter talks, and what a talk it was!  
Possibly the best I have attended, it concerned the 
life of bush pilot Bryan Pill, who flew his whole 
career with MAF all over the world – see the report 
in this newsletter. The monthly Car Meet on the 27th 
was another success, with the clubhouse full of 
people all day. With the changing of the clocks and 

the autumn weather kicking in, Keith and Dot in Diner 
31 are restarting Sunday Roast Lunches, the first 
being set for Sunday 3rd November. Booking early for 
a place is highly recommended for what looks like a 
popular weekly event in the lead-up to Christmas.  

Tom Bachelor 
with Dave

Mammatus clouds, obvo

Sun dog over the airfield



On a wing and a prayer

The new season of Wednesday evening Aeroclub 
talks began on October 16th with a remarkable 
story of a bush flying career told by Captain Bryan 
Pill, who spent his flying life in some of the most 
remote and challenging corners of the earth doing 
good works as a pilot with the Mission Aviation 
Fellowship. 
MAF exists to bring help to the desperate when 
they are beset by war, disaster, plague and 
famine, and it needs to reach the parts that other 
modes of transport cannot reach. As the last and 
sometimes only hope of the afflicted, its pilots are 
often called upon to fly into places where no sane 
person would voluntarily venture, and to land on 
airstrips which sometimes exist in name only. 
Capt Pill flew for 22 years and some 7,000 hard 
hours in the service of MAF. While no longer 
working for MAF, he is always ready to enthuse 
about their work and share some of the lessons 
he learned with the GA community.
In business since 1946, MAF now runs fleet of 
about 130 aircraft, mainly four-seat diesel Cessna 
182s, six-seat piston 206s and the nine to twelve-
seat Turbine Caravan and Grand Caravan 

operating in some 26 countries in the developing 
world. The nature of the flying is necessarily 
challenging; Capt Pill has flown into some 
seemingly impossible strips, including one-way 

Fun and games in the war 
zone – Captain Bryan Pill

Bryan gets to grips with EGLA



ski-slope type runways on the side of 
mountains, near-quagmires in the rainy season 
and dirt strips strewn with live ammunition in 
war zones. While several MAF aircraft have 
crashed in the last 75 years, they haven’t lost 
as many as you’d expect, given the nature of 
the job. Somebody up there must be looking 

after them.
Capt Pill, who lives on Guernsey, gave us a 
quick resumé of how quickly aviation developed 
after the breakthrough of the Wright Brothers in 
1903, and how it captured the public’s 
imagination – some 60,000 people turned out to 
see Alan Cobham arrive in Melbourne in 1926. 
Back then the British Empire reached 
into every corner – when Amy 
Johnson flew across the world in her 
Gipsy Moth Jason (now in the 
Science Museum) in 1930 she was 
comforted by the fact that wherever 
she was forced down, however 
remote the location, she would never 
be more than ten minutes from the 
nearest Englishman. 
Bush flying started in Canada and 
Alaska in the 1930s and slowly 
spread into the furthest reaches of 
jungle and desert. MAF’s earliest 
bush flying was done in a Miles 
Gemini, which, Capt Pill said, had 
“half an engine on each wing” and 
which, when one engine failed, would 
hardly reach the scene of the 

accident. Along with his films and photographs 
Capt Pill had a collection of props including a 
stone on a string (the fabled weather-forecasting 
stone, sometimes the only aid available) and a 
selection of national flags no-one could identify 
(we did get South Africa) like Tanzania and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. This last, he said, 
was a broken state on every level – 2,000 miles 
of roads in the Congo disappear under jungle 
each year, and aircraft really come into their own 
there.
In countries like Chad there are no charts, large 
swathes of desert with no topographical detail, 
no place to force-land and nobody to rescue you 
if you do. When it’s over 40 degrees Celsius, 
long runways become short as density altitude 
robs planes of lift and power. Then it rains, and 
such landing areas as there are turn to 
quagmires. One-way strips are not uncommon – 
you have to come out the opposite way you went 
in because of obstacles like a mountain you can’t 
outclimb. Every such strip has an ‘abort point’ 
beyond which you’re absolutely committed to 
land or die. Capt Pill showed an extraordinary 
video of an MAF Quest Kodiak landing on an 
airstrip in Papua New Guinea called Kiwi, a one-
way strip with a 15 degree slope that looks like a 
postage stamp in mountainous jungle. Have a 
look on YouTube – https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=m8mSye72Wgg
MAF pilots are familiar with the ‘canyon turn’ 
which may be the only way out of a tight corner – 
speed in the white arc, full power, full flap and 60 
degrees of bank, making sure you’re turning 
towards the upwind side of the canyon… it will, 
he said, “turn on a sixpence”. Worth trying (with a 
suitably qualified instructor) but God forbid that 
you’d ever need it.

Bryan in full flow

Part of the  
appreciative audience
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weigh, but you can’t 
always trust the 
answer. The ‘useable’ 
length of runways 
becomes debatable 
when you’re at 4,000 
feet and ISA+20, and 
your only information 
on wind direction if 
the limpid fluttering of 
a pennant on a Land 
Cruiser. You also 
learn, Capt Pill said, 
to do proper runway 
inspections – walk 
the whole length, 
note the holes and 
termite mounds, and 
sometimes even the 
live munitions in your 

path. You won’t live long enough to learn 
everything, but you can learn now not to get to 
your destination. Make your ‘go-no go’ decision 
before you meet your passengers – their level of 
desperation doesn’t change the conditions in 
which you have to fly. 
Capt Pill said his favourite flying was in float 
planes in Bangladesh, partly because you never 
had to worry about finding an alternate – where 
there was water, you could ‘land’. 
In the absence through illness of Pete White, who 
arranges our Aeroclub evenings, Chairman Pat 
Malone thanked Capt Pill and remarked that he 
must feel uniquely rewarded at having been able 
to do so much good for so many people in his 
flying life. Capt Pill has a series of talks, put 
together under pressure from his local flying 
association in Guernsey, and will be coming back 
to Cornwall Flying Club next winter to tell more 
tales from the Heart of Darkness.

Speaking of God, Capt Pill made no bones about 
the fact that the reason he chose a career with 
MAF was his Christian faith. While some people 
feel uncomfortable with overt declarations of 
religious featly, there’s no question that his 
motivation has brought lifesaving medicine and 
food to desperately poor people when no-one else 
was capable of helping them – MAF makes it 
possible for some 2,000 aid agencies and charities 
to get their donations and emergency relief 
supplies to where they are needed. Capt Pill has 
done an enormous amount of good in his career, 
and who knows, without his religious calling he 
might have been just another airline pilot.
The first 20 years of his flying career with MAF 
were always VFR, but the arrival of the Cessna 
Caravan was a game-changer, Capt Pill said. The 
P&W PT-6 turbine was an order of magnitude more 
powerful and reliable than the piston engines he’d 
been used to, and the kit was magnificent – 
although more recently they’ve been upgraded to 
glass cockpits. MAF has some 40 
Caravans around the world doing 
everything from freighting first aid 
and emergency relief to disaster 
areas to serving as a taxi service 
for missionaries, translators or 
sick people with no other 
recourse – he told of one hospital 
run where the patient would 
otherwise have had to spend one 
week in an ambulance, and the 
ambulance would have had to 
spend another week getting 
home. 
Weighing passengers is critical. 
You can ask them how much they 

MAF provides a lifeline in 
sub-Saharan Africa

Medical supplies are unloaded in the Sahara



A visitor from 
the past
A remarkable old pilot came to us in September to 
renew his acquaintance with the Tiger Moth, the 
aircraft in which he first went solo 76 years ago. 
Dennis Chivers, 95 years old, trained on the de 
Havilland DH82A in South Africa before being 
channelled via the Harvard into troop-carrying 
gliders like the Hotspur, Horsa and Hadrian, and 
was preparing to take part in the invasion of 
Japan when the atomic bomb put a sudden end to 
the Second World War. 
He came to Bodmin from his home in Bude to 
experience once again the delights of flying the 
open cockpit biplane, and luckily he made the last 
flight of the day before bad weather closed in and 

put a stop to the proceedings. We are indebted to 
his son Neil Chivers for this information on 
Dennis’s remarkable service record.

Dennis Chivers enlisted in the Aircrew Receiving 
Centre (ARC) at Lord’s Cricket Ground in St 
John’s Wood, London, in November 1942 and 
was sent to No 4 Initial Training Wing at RAF 
Paignton for some square-bashing. He had just 
climbed into a warm bath in his Torquay guest-
house when the air-raid sirens sounded, but 
Dennis figured out that by the time he’d got out, 
dried, dressed and made it to the shelter, the raid 
would be over – and it would have been a waste 
of precious hot water! So he stayed put as bombs 
fell nearby, rippling the water and sending dust 
and paint flakes swirling about the bathroom. 
Safe and warm in his solid steel bathtub, Dennis 
rode out the Luftwaffe’s fury.
He was posted to No 3 Air School RAF 
Wonderboom in South Africa in December 1943, 
sailing there in the MV Llangibby Castle, a 
famous troopship with a stellar war record. He 
had his first flight, in a Tiger Moth, four days after 
arriving, and went solo 12 days later. In March 
1944 Dennis moved on to the Harvard at 
Bloemfontein, having flown 88.25 hr on the Moth. 
There he achieved the station record for air-to-
ground gunnery (with live ammunition) scoring 
43% hits on target, and also set the Union record 
for dive bombing with four bombs within 21 yards 
of target. He got his Wings on the Harvard in 
August 1944 with 160 hours on type.
Back in England he asked to become an air 
gunner as he enjoyed marksmanship more than 
piloting (!) but the RAF told him he was too good 
a pilot, and anyone could be a gunner. He was 
posted to No 3 Glider Training School at Stoke 
Orchard, near Cheltenham, where he soloed in 

Dennis, 95, with cap at Bodmin

Young Dennis displays his Wings, 1944



the troop-carrying GAL.48 Hotspur glider the day 
after his arrival. He survived one mishap when the 
side-hinged canopy blew open while side-slipping 
and was torn from the aircraft, narrowly missing 
the vertical stabiliser. (Latches were notoriously 
insecure on wood and fabric gliders.) At RAF 
Keevil he converted onto heavy gliders, the 
Airspeed Horsa and the American Waco Hadrian, 
but with the war in Europe winding down he was 
sent to India as a first step towards participating in 
the invasion of the Japanese home islands. 
This was expected to be a bloodbath that would 
leave every other WWII campaign in the shade; 
the Japanese themselves planned for “100 million 
glorious deaths”. The atomic bomb, however, 
ended the war in a week with a fraction of the 
casualties. The Japanese surrender found Dennis 
in Upper Topa, near Islamabad, in what is now 

Pakistan; his son Neil says he was very pleased 
to hear of it as he had expected to be involved in 
the first invasion wave. Dennis continued to fly 
Tiger Moths and Harvards in India, as well as 
gliders, before sailing back to England aboard the 
Empress of Scotland – a troopship that 
ironically had been named the Empress of 
Japan before the war.
Back home he flew Tiger Moths from 
various RAF bases including RAF 
Hucknall, Bircham Newton, Derby, 
Loughborough, Leicester, Hibaldstow, 
Grantham and Abingdon, from where in 
1947 Dennis had his one and only flight in 
a twin-engined aircraft, an Airspeed 
Oxford. Demobbed at Blackpool in 1947, 
he went to live close to RAF Abingdon with 
his wife Joan. Neil says Dennis had 
continued to volunteer as an ARP warden 
in Oxford while on home leave – Neil still 
has a defused German incendiary bomb 

acquired by Dennis on his rounds. One 
fascinating fact – Dennis’s sister Mary Bulpit 
worked as an inspector on the Tiger Moth 
production line at the Morris Motors factory in 
Cowley, Oxford, and was required to sign the 
inspection stamps on the fuel tank on the DH82. 
Wherever he was in the world, Dennis would 
inspect the Moths he flew for his sister’s 
signature – and he often found it, which made 
him feel a little closer to home.
And after his return to civilian life, Dennis made a 
career as a buyer for Morris Motors, Cowley – 
once they had gone back to making cars.
We were extraordinarily privileged to welcome 
this old, bold pilot to Bodmin, and we look forward 
to welcoming him again when the Tiger Moths 
come.

Dennis in the Harvard…

…and today in the Moth

Done this before, have you?



Dates for 
your diary
AEROCLUB: 
November 20th           John Whicher  
Bristol Ballooning in the 1970s and 80s 
  
December 11th             John Shaw  
The trials and tribulations of building an 
accurate 1917 aircraft - the SOPWITH 
CAMEL 
  
January 15th                        Peter Chapman          
EGLA Quiz  
  
February 12th              Martin Pengelly   
Pilot Maker… the Harvard story 
  
March 11th                      Capt Leslie Brodie       
The last pilot to fly Concorde 
  
April 8th                                     Helen Doe           
My dad was a Battle of Britain pilot! 
  
October 14th               Polly Vacher         
Life after Flying...                                                               
  
November 18th           Capt Bryan Pill  
Tales from a Pilot’s Unofficial Notebook: 
Key’s Don’t Float – and everything else you 
need to know about flying floatplanes

For full details, contact Pete White on 
01752 406660, 07805 805679 or email 
pete@aeronca.co.uk.

Try it, you’ll like it

Big grown-up trainer

Les Brodie brings Concorde home

By George, Algy, he’s built one!
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FANCY SOME REAL FLYING? 

SHARE FOR SALE 
  

1/6th Share in a 1946 Vintage Tail-wheel Aircraft 
  

Aeronca 11AC Chief 
  

 
  

G-IVOR 
     Share Price £3350 

Running Costs are ONLY £42 per hour WET, plus £50 per month. 
  
G-IVOR was completely restored in 2002 and won The Award for Best Restoration at the PFA Rally in 2003.  
Unlike many tail-draggers G-IVOR has side-by-side seating making it very sociable. It is an excellent aircraft for 
affordable fun flying and ideal for anyone interested in exploring farm strips or just “bumbling around on a sunny 
afternoon”.  The aircraft syndicate is based at Bodmin Airfield (where it has been for 29 years) and is kept in an 
easy access ‘strip’ hangar – availability of the aircraft is also excellent. 
This is a genuine sale - the share price includes Tail-wheel Conversion Training (saving around £1000 charged by 
some flying schools).  
 
   Please contact: Pete White on 01752 406660 / 07805 805679 


