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Something in the air – but not much
By Pat Malone
A truncated Bodmin Flyer this month – just enough to 
keep you abreast of how the club is coping with 
lockdown. The Board has taken all possible steps to 
reduce overheads to a minimum and has set claims in 
motion for all grants and alleviations on offer. Despite 
the appalling winter – the wettest on record – which 
depressed revenues, we were in reasonable financial 
health when the virus closed us down, and we ought to 
be able to ride the storm. But nobody can tell us how 
this ends.
We’ve furloughed the manager, who has his elderly 
father at home to worry about, although as you see from 
this newsletter he’s keeping an eye on everything from 
afar. Our Treasurer Corinne Dennis is liaising with our 
accountants Bennett-Jones to ensure that we don’t miss 
out on any financial support to which we’re entitled. 
CAS has been continuing to operate, and we have YH 
back online after its expensive annual and corrosion 
work. BBNZ is out of its fifty and the engine is going 
back into EGLA, while BNSM has gone in for its annual. 
All of this was arranged in order to give the club an 
action-ready fleet for the start of the flying season, and 
must be paid for despite the fact that we have no 
revenues. But we will cope.
The CAA and the Department for Transport have been 
notably helpful in not adding to our burden. 
Accompanying this newsletter is CAP 1913, the plain-
language CAA guidance on extensions granted for 
licenses, ratings, medicals, and exam validity periods. 
Nick Chittenden requests that all members check the 

expiry dates of their licence, medical and ratings. 
Ratings can be extended well before the expiry date. If 
you need an extension or have any question about this 
process please email bodminairfield@gmail.com and an 
instructor or examiner will advise.
Among our worries has been the engine problems that 
arise when aircraft are not flown. Only flying at cruise 
power, with temperatures at 165º or higher, can fully 
lubricate Lycoming engines with oil that is cleansed of 
the impurities that build up during periods of inaction. 
We supported AOPA’s campaign to win a concession to 
allow ‘engine health’ flights to be conducted with 
evidence from our engineers, and it is to the credit of the 
DfT that without allowing too much leeway, they 
slackened the reins enough to let us do the necessary. 
Before we flew, we circularised all our neighbours in 
Cardinham and Millpool telling them what we would do 
and why, we notified our police contacts of the DfT’s 
stipulations, and we liaised with Newquay ATC to 
provide cover. And at least that’s one expensive mess 
we no longer have to worry about. 
We’re laying plans for a return to flying, which we’re 
presuming will come at a time when social distancing 
protocols remain in force. Although there are too many 
uncertainties for us to finalise our strategy, we are 
looking at waiving the 30-day currency rule in order to 
get members airborne, and possibly operating dual 
flights with PPE measures. We’ll notify members by 
email when we have advice on the slow return to 
normality. In the meantime, just keep in mind that all 
things must pass… stay safe and stay healthy. 

Engine preservation flights – one per month



Recognise this place?

The month that never was…
By Jay Gates
You may think that there was very little point in 
writing anything for a month that never was. Yet 
despite all the problems associated with 
Covid-19 and how drastically it has affected us, 
there has been some activity around the manor 
that warrants news. Life still has to go on, despite 
the lockdown and cancellation of flying activity.
As we all know, we could not have chosen a 
more perfect run of fabulous weather to see us 
into spring and through the Easter holiday period. 
From the moment Boris Johnson ordered social 
distancing, which brought about the closure of 
the airfield, the clouds parted and the sun came 
out – it was CAVOK all the way and the sun 
stayed out from March 23rd until April 26th. To add 
insult to injury, the Met Office reports that even 
with two days to go, we’ve had the sunniest-ever 
April. I dread to think how much income we’ve 
had to wave goodbye to in that time.
It’s hardly worth the effort to make statistical 
comparisons with previous years so I’ll avoid 
doing so – but there are statistics to report, 
however woeful. In April we have logged the 

staggering total of 12 aircraft movements, and 
dispensed a measly 275 litres of avgas. April would 
normally see between 500 and over 600 
movements and between 3,500 and over 4,000 
litres of fuel dispensed, which gives you an idea of 
the loss of income that this pandemic has brought 
about. With the current lockdown running into mid-
May and the issues of social distancing being one 
that has no foreseeable end, it is not hard to see 
that the situation will continue through May. 
The month ended with a complete shutdown of all 
activity at the airfield, including maintenance work 
at CAS. Some light from the CAA started coming 
out as the month 
got under way 
when they 
allowed that 
aircraft 
maintenance at 
licensed MRO 
sites was 
essential. This 
enabled Rod 
Bellamy to 

Out with the old…



continue with the work he had in the hangar. Just 
after the halfway point of the month the CAA 
enabled ‘engine health’ flights to be conducted. All 
our based aircraft owners and group aircraft 
operators were allowed a monthly flight to 
maintain engine serviceability in accordance with 
engine manufacturers’ stipulations. The aircraft 
movements and fuel sales of the month were 
almost entirely as a result of that CAA concession.
We are opening up the airfield twice a week for a 
limited number of hours, for based aircraft only, to 
make an engine health flight if required. The 

airfield remains closed, by NOTAM, to aircraft not 
based and hangared at Bodmin. Strict rules 
govern these flights, and Nick Chittenden put 
together a comprehensive protocol for pilots to 
follow, based on the CAA requirement. Thus far, of 
the based aircraft that are both 
serviceable and requiring such 
engine health flights, a third of 
them have already completed a 
flight. Two aircraft have also carried 
out ground runs. 
The sole flight not for this purpose 
was G-AVYM, a PA28 Cherokee 
arriving from Newquay to allow 
some essential maintenance to be 
carried out at CAS, as per the CAA 
‘positioning for maintenance only’ 
allowance. The landing fee raised 
by this flight, a glorious £10, was 
the sole external income earned by 
the airfield in the month, and YM 
was the sole visitor from another 
airfield.
The closure of the airfield has not 
stopped the essential maintenance 
that is required, nor the 

continuation of the refurbishment of the clubhouse.  
The Duty Managers have been coming in on a 
regular basis to check the airfield over from top to 
bottom, and carry out routine infrastructure 
maintenance and land management tasks.  Jamie 
Wharram and Brett Lorraine – always remaining 
more than 2m apart – have made a splendid job of 
recutting and repainting all of the runway markings 
on Runway 13/31, including the thresholds, 
numbers, lead-in arrow and centrelines. When 
digging back the overgrown turf on the lead-in 
arrow the initials of the two members who 

constructed the markings, Richard 
Saw and Pete Chapman, were 
uncovered.
The clubhouse refurbishment 
continues in the hands of Roger 
Davis. He has set the fourth new 
window in the side wall, completed 
the window ledges, replaced the 
old internal side wall, repaired 
some woodworm-rotten 
floorboards and rerouted wiring. 
He has also given the tower 
external walls a fungicidal wash 
and repainted them in a new 
‘igneous grey’ colour to match the 
new clubhouse cladding. The 
reporting ‘C’ sign has been taken 
down and is being repainted prior 
to going back up before we reopen 

to visitors. 
On the administration side, as a non-designated 
aerodrome, the Border Force National Frontier 
Approvals Unit, based at Birmingham Airport, has 
renewed our Certificate of Agreement (CoA) which 
allows us to continue to be able to handle aircraft 

Our only visitor – in for maintenance

Men at work – Brett and Jamie



arriving at or departing for a place outside of the 
customs territory of the EU, subject to strict 
reporting requirements. The agreement with Border 
Force also covers all flights to and from all EU 
Member States and flights to and from the Channel 
Islands. The agreement is now valid for a further 
five years to 2025. Spring is in full flood and the 
flora and fauna continue to increase around the 
airfield. The gorse hedges are a riot of colour and 
the daffodils and primroses are being replaced by 
bluebells, together with the lovely variety of spring 
meadow flowers that abound in our grasslands. 
The first resident swallow arrived back from South 
Africa on the April 16th, the exact same date that 
they arrived back last year! The worry is that, on 
arrival, they may not be able to build their normal 
lively colony in the hangars as the hangar doors 
are now generally closed and locked, which makes 
access very difficult for them. Our resident robin 
has been making himself heard, and best of all, we 
hear continuous song of our skylark colony, who 
nest in the longer grass beside the runway. 
Skylarks always burst into song the minute they 
take off and seem not to stop singing until they are 
about to land back 
again. Our ongoing 
land stewardship 
programme is 
reaping dividends 
for the local wildlife 
and we have a 
diversity of flora 
and fauna that is 
the envy of many. 
The community 

outreach programme 
continues. Despite the airfield 
closure, Pete White has been 
invited by the 27th Plymouth 
(Compton Methodist) Beaver 
Colony to give them a talk on 
aviation so that they can 
progress their studies towards 
the award of their Aviation 
badge, which is a major 
milestone for any junior Scout. 
The lockdown was the major 
hurdle to navigate, and Pete 
has resorted to the new 
‘ZOOM’ chat app that enables 
him to reach all of the Beavers 
and mentor them towards 
their badge. Sadly, the annual 
Devon Scout Camp at the 
airfield, planned for late May, 

has had to be cancelled. It is also a certainty that 
the annual Cornwall Scout Camp at the airfield, 
planned for early July, will go the same way. 
We often get visits or emails from old members, of 
family of old members, and this month we received 
a lovely email from Trisha Bateson, who is the 
daughter of one of the club’s original members, Bob 
Cole. Trisha sent us some lovely early black and 
white photographs of her Dad, and at my request 
penned a short history of Bob, which can be read 
elsewhere in this newsletter. Bob flew a Luton 
Minor, G-ASML, at Bodmin and an internet search 
for a photograph of her brought up a shot from an 
unknown airfield of this aircraft together with 
Richard Saw’s Auster Autocrat, G-AIGD, in a rather 
different pale blue colour scheme. No doubt 
Richard will be able to date the photograph.
Finally, please remember that even though there is 
a small amount of essential housekeeping activity 
at the airfield, it remains closed and lockdown 
provisions are in force. 
As stated before, this difficult period for all of us will 
pass, and we will all come through this together. I 
look forward to welcoming you all back into the 

clubhouse just 
as soon as we 
can safely do 
so. In the 
meantime stick 
with the well-
worn mantra of 
STAY AT 
HOME, 
PROTECT 
THE NHS, 
SAVE LIVES.

EGLA gets her engine back

I woz ’ere …so woz I



In the beginning…

By Jay Gates
It is always great to receive photographs from old 
club members, or from family members of old 
members – and especially so when the member 
was one of the originals.
I recently received a lovely email from Trisha 
Bateson which included some fabulous photographs 
of her dad and his aircraft at Bodmin way back in 
the 1970s. And what was particularly interesting 
about the photograph above was that it clearly 
showed the current clubhouse as it originally looked. 
Our last newsletter, of March 2020, included a 
photograph (at right) of where Roger Davis had 
uncovered the original wall and the original entrance 
doorway. Trisha’s photograph shows that very 
doorway, at the side of the clubhouse, plus all of the 
original window glazing before it was covered up by 
the bar and the building of the new tower. And 
where the old Portakabin tower there was a pitched-
roof shed.
Trisha’s Dad was Bob Cole, and perhaps some of 
our elder statesmen will remember him with 
fondness. Bob flew a beautiful 1966 Luton LA-4 
Minor, G-ASML, which he kept at Bodmin. 
Interestingly, this aircraft is still very much alive and 
being cared for by its current owner, who is based at 
Priory Farm Airstrip, at Tibenham in Norfolk.
I asked Trisha to put some words together to 

describe her dad, how he came to be at Bodmin 
Airfield and his subsequent life. This is what she 
wrote:
“Hello, this is a photo of my father Bob Cole with his 
plane at the airfield in the 1970s with the old 
clubhouse in the background. My father was one of 
the early members who helped form the club. Here 
is a little more information about my dad.
“Bob was in the Fleet Air Arm and always had a love 
of planes even from a young boy, rushing out to 
watch planes during World War Two flying over 

Bob Cole outside the clubhouse

Original door, uncovered last month 



Plymouth where he lived for 
most of his life. I am not 
exactly sure how he came to 
be involved with Bodmin 
airfield, but I do know that he 
was there from the start and 
that he knew Mike Robertson, 
who he worked for as a buyer 
at Trago Mills.
“He kept his plane in a 
makeshift hanger on the 
airfield and I can only assume 
that he helped build the first 
clubhouse with the other 
original members. My mum 
also took an active part in the 
club and helped out with 
refreshments for the members 
with some of the other wives, 
and before they had built 
the clubhouse they served the 
snacks from an old caravan 
that was on the airfield. It was 
all very basic but they always had a good time. 
“They were good friends of Dick and Betty 
Smerdon, and I think Dick was a flying instructor 
who possibly trained my dad. I remember tales of 
the games they played flying over the airfield and 
flour-bombing those who stood below.
“My father always seemed at his happiest while 
he was flying but as time went on he sadly started 
to develop early-onset dementia, although most 
of us didn't realise this at the time and he very 
reluctantly had to give up flying.
“I have kept the wooden prop from his plane 
which I am sure has a call sign on it, which I will 
try and get at another time to photograph. I 
contacted the airfield when my father passed 
away in 1996 and somebody kindly took me up in 
their plane so that we could do a flypast and 
scatter his ashes over the airfield that meant so 
much to him.” – Trish Bateson
*While we’re on the subject of history, here’s the 
predecessor of the Bodmin Flyer from 34 years ago  
– sorry about the coffee stain. It was produced at 
six-monthly intervals and recorded six GFTs, those 
of John Ridley, Jan Pearson, Barry Edwards, Chris 
Buscombe, Ian Lawson and Steve Wells. Eleven 
members had flown first solos – Dick Hill, Wendy 
Costello, Ed Mitchell, Martin Marks, Sami Ayyad, 
Jack Ashley, Tim Goggs, Brian Richardson, Chris 
Swallow, Ibrahim Ayyad and Mike Slater. Paul Foster 
had got his IMC, while night ratings had been 
achieved by Dave Brooking, Craig Sergeant and 
Nigel Hall. Where are they now, I wonder?

The Chairman, R.J. Springall, recorded “the 
acquisition of the new hangar, the new parachute 
training facility, and the new Cessna 152 which is 
fully equipped for IMC training purposes.” IMC 
holders were cautioned against using Radio 
Cornwall for a let-down without first getting an 
accurate fix! Be warned.

Bob with his beloved Luton Minor



More from yesteryear…

Beset by the lockdown, Pete White has been 
cleaning out his long-neglected attic, an 
undertaking which makes the Labours of Hercules 
look like an entertaining diversion. Among the items 
of interest he has uncovered are brochures for the 
Trago Mills SAH-1, the aircraft designed by Sydney 
Holloway and built at Bodmin by Mike Robertson, 
who saw it as a potential replacement for the 
Bulldog as a military trainer. Described as “The 
primary choice for the nineties,” the aircraft never 
hit the spot with the military, and ownership of the 
type certificate subsequently passed through 
several hands before ending up where it is today, 
with John Edgley of Optica fame. Pete will be telling 
the SAH-1 story in the next newsletter.

Diary dates for when 
we’re back in business
EVENTS:
July 18/19 VAC Fly-in weekend. Vintage 
Aircraft Club are our special guests
August 2 Lundy Sunday Fly Out. (PPR 
essential 07805 805679/01752 406660)
Sept 12 Cornwall Strut Fly-in. Open to all, 
with vintage and classic vehicles

AEROCLUB:
October 14 Polly Vacher
Life after Flying… A Donkathon!
November 18 Bryan Pill
‘Keys don’t float’ – Everything you need
to know about flying floatplanes




