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Vans RV12 – soon to be added to the fleet

It’s time to get off the train
By Darren Fern
The ‘gravy train’ in question is the CAA’s and 
aviation establishment’s control over what we fly 
and how we operate. It is a train we’ve been on for 
many years, with little alternative but to hang on in 
there, no matter how bumpy and extortionately 
expensive the ride. We have been committed to 
patching up an ageing, inefficient and eye-
wateringly expensive fleet of ‘conventional’ aircraft 
such as our venerable Cessna 152s and 172s.
Thankfully, alternatives are beginning to open up 
to flying clubs such as ours, and with the blessing 
of the CAA. Changes in legislation allow for the 
use of Permit aircraft for post-PPL flight training 
and hire for reward. Ab initio training is now 
permitted for student pilots who have shares in 
Permit aircraft. The recent adoption of an 
increased 600k MAUW limit for microlights means 
that the flow of immensely capable microlights 
allowed in other parts of the world is about to start, 
and will revolutionise how most people access 
aviation. The CAA's announcement that time spent 

training in microlights count towards an EASA PPL 
(or whatever follows after December) validates a 
cost effective route to flying, starting with an LAPL/
microlight licence, and moving towards a licence 
that allows more options at a later date if you find 
that you want or need those extra options. The 
CAA and LAA are reinforcing a clear message that 
the grass roots future of flying and flight training 
will move away from ‘traditional’ fully certified 
aircraft and focus on regulation by delegated 
bodies such as the LAA, and a change to owner 
liability for maintenance schedules.  
Many of the Board members own and operate 
‘Permit’ aircraft, and recognise that the inspection 
processes during a build, and subsequent 
maintenance, barely deviate from maintenance 
programmes for certified aircraft. The ‘LAMP’ 
scheme for C of A maintenance was invariably 
followed for owner-maintenance programmes 
used on Permit aircraft. 
Over the past two years, our old 152 aircraft have 
cost huge sums to keep airborne. Years of outdoor 
storage resulted in extensive corrosion, internally 



and externally that we had no choice but 
to repair. The Annual Inspection costs 
alone for our 152s over the past two years 
are in excess of £30,000, with 50 hour 
checks costing around £500 a time as 
well. On a typical year, our 152 fleet have 
about twelve 50hr checks between them. 
Add in the cost of the replacement engine 
on SM, and you can see the size of the 
problems we face in keeping a fleet of 
aircraft going. The cost of parts and labour 
is accelerating way beyond what we can 
generate in revenue through flight training 
and self-fly-hire.
Some years ago, we purchased our lovely 
Robin 2160, which proved immensely 
popular. Unfortunately due to mishaps, 
and the increasing cost and difficulty of getting 
spare parts, we had to say goodbye to her. The 
same worries about the ageing Cessna fleet’s 
reliability that prompted the decision to buy the 
Robin almost twenty years ago are once again 
occupying our thoughts. This time, we have much 
better prospects for the future. As we have looked 

around for alternatives, we keep coming back to 
one option; use the expertise in the club to build 
and maintain our own aircraft, and significantly 
reduce the maintenance costs. The LAA schemes 
provide excellent support and a legal framework 
that now allows us to consider operating Permit 
aircraft at the heart of our business.

Of all the options that we have considered, the Vans 
RV12  seems to offer the best chance of fulfilling 
our needs. There are over 10,000 flying RVs in the 
world, with an excellent safety record. We have 
local experience with builders and operators, and 
we have an LAA inspector on site.
A two-seat, side-by-side RV12 trainer kit can be 

assembled in 750-900 
hours, depending on 
configuration, and could be 
airborne for less than we 
have spent maintaining our 
Cessnas in the past two 
years. A small team of 
builders working in parallel 
could assemble a kit over 
the winter, in time for the 
start of next year’s flying 
season. We have 
volunteers on hand to get 
this done.
The RV12 uses a tried and 
tested Rotax 912UL engine 
which would reduce fuel 
costs by about £7,000 per 
year; 50 hour checks would 
cost eight times less than 
we now pay, and the cost 
of an Annual inspection is 
likely to be reduced by a 
similar order of magnitude.
Somewhat fortuitously, a 
well-regarded ‘serial 
builder’ recently completed 

the construction of two RV12s, one for his own use, 
and the second to sell on. The owner kindly 
delivered the aircraft to Bodmin on July 12, and it 
has been flown by a number of club members and 
instructors; some of  our student pilots have had a 
20 minute ‘tester ride’ to see if they share our 
enthusiasm. This is an aircraft with a glass panel, 

IC will have a CFC paint job

Glass panel, complete with autopilot



an autopilot and sophisticated systems that the 
cost of the certification system rules out for 
‘traditional’ trainers. First impressions were 
extremely favourable, and it is difficult to see why 
anyone would chose to pay more to train on one of 
our aged 152s if a brand new aircraft was 
available. There really is only one way to find out…
Kernow RV Ltd has now been set up to finance the 
purchase of the RV12 ULS that we have used for 
the past couple of weeks. In the near future it will 

be available through the club for differences 
training (glass panel, low wing, Rotax engine 
management, IR(R) training and self-fly hire to club 
members and visitors. 
The club has purchased a 25% share of the 
aircraft, and will retain a proportionate share of 
income and a management fee for providing day to 
day booking of the aircraft. 
 A Directors’ Loan from Kernow RV Ltd has funded 
the balance of the purchase, with the expectation 
that the club will progressively purchase more 
shares as use increases.
There are a number of ways that members and 
visitors can access the aircraft (after suitable 
‘Differences Training’) and these are detailed 
below:
1. ‘Pay as you go’ £125/hr wet (based on Tach/
Hobbs time).
2. Bronze Pack   10 hours for £1150 (to be 
used within one year of purchase).
3. Silver Pack  25 hours for £2750 (to be 
used within two years of purchase).
4. Gold Pack 50 hours for £5000 (to be 
used within three years of purchase).
Early block booking monies will be used by the 
club to purchase additional shares from the 
Directors’ Loan scheme. The faster the club 

acquires shares, the greater the revenue to the 
club.
At least 75 percent of operating profit will go 
towards reducing the Directors Loans with a view 
to the Club owning the aircraft outright within 
three years. In return for lending the money, 
investors will receive a capped return of 3.3% a 
year on outstanding investment. The minimum 
investment required for the scheme is £5,000. If 
you are interested in having a financial interest in 

the group, please contact our 
Chairman in the first instance. 
A financial investment in the 
new aircraft will help the club to 
complete the purchase, while 
offering a better rate of return 
than can be achieved from 
savings accounts.
Part of the cost of the RV will 
be defrayed by the sale of one 
of the 152s, probably YH. We 
will need to build or otherwise 
obtain another RV12, and that 
too will have to be financed in 
time. But we cannot continue 
as we are; we need to attract 
younger members who can 
afford  to train in, and 
subsequently hire out our 

aircraft. Access for post-PPL hire of club aircraft is 
difficult at the moment as we have to push our 
students through training. We need more aircraft, 
and we need to support new group ownership 
schemes using new aircraft that people want to 
fly, and can afford to fly. If there is sufficient 
interest in the aircraft, future options include 
buying further RV12 kits and building our own at 
Bodmin.
If you want to take a look at the new group aircraft 
that will be available, here are a few links:
https://www.vansaircraft.com/wp-content/uploads/
2019/01/ELSAiSFlyerJan2019.pdf
http://www.flyrv12.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFfLBz2AVcw

Sale of YH will help fund RV purchase

Builder Mike Newall checks out Darren Fern
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Flying the RV12
By Nick Chittenden
The purchase of an RV12 means that CFC 
members now have the opportunity to fly a modern 
21st century aircraft. It’s a terrific machine and has 
the usual Vans qualities of speed, efficiency, light 
controls and good handling. The wide track tricycle 
undercarriage means ground handling is very easy, 
too. 
Members will need differences training before flying 
the aircraft. I’d like to say this training will take 
between 1-2 hours, but exactly how much is 
dependent on individual preparation and 
performance – the following information is to assist 
in preparation for that training.
The biggest changes are under the cowling and on 
the panel. The engine is a Rotax 912. It has 
a similar power output to the Lycoming 
O-235 in the C152 but is geared for 
efficiency. The O-235 is direct drive, 112hp, 
3800cc and was certified in 1942. The 
Rotax makes its 100hp@5800 rpm and is 
only 1352cc. You might think such a piddling 
little engine can’t possibly be reliable? 
Certainly when they first appeared twenty 
something years ago I had my doubts. The 
original TBO was set at a miserable 900 
hours but, since they have demonstrated an 
excellent reliability record and regularly run 
to 4000 hours between overhaul, I’ve come 
to admire the design. Altitude-compensating 
carburettors and air induction from within 
the cowling means there’s no manual mixture 
or carb heat control. Dual ignition is fitted and 
operation is nigh-on identical to that of magnetos; 
the biggest difference is that the system is fail-safe 
when switched off, with no chance of an inadvertent 
live ignition circuit. The geared engine/propeller 

installation gives more residual thrust than the 
Cessna, even at idle. Combined with the clean 
airframe and limited drag from the flaperons, 
accurate speed control on final is needed to 
ensure adequate landing performance. It’s not 
difficult but it is different, hence being mentioned.
The cockpit is wide – unlike in the C152, there is 
no constant clash of elbows, and the view out is 
excellent. The most obvious difference, one that 
requires specific training and recording in your 
logbook, is the Electronic Flight Instrument 
System, or EFIS. The system used is a Dynon 
Skyview and it’s very intuitive and easy to use. 
The EFIS is linked to a two axis (pitch and roll) 
autopilot system. Dynon have an excellent series 
of Skyview training videos and the link is below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=SQuchR3bJKc&list=PLjU8CSiBHFbbhvWhj5uA
Mh2fDk9TWjoQS

The EFIS presentation normally uses speed and 
altitude ‘tapes’ and a full-width attitude indicator, 
although it can be configured to give a traditional 
‘six pack’ if desired. If you haven’t used the tape 
presentation before, it’s worth downloading a free 
EFIS app to your tablet or phone and using it 

when riding as a passenger – even in the car. 
I have the Talos Avionics on my device; it’s 
very accurate once calibrated and, most 
importantly, it is free.  
A generic RV12 Pilot Operating Handbook 
(POH) is available online – see the link 
below. We are producing a supplement to the 
POH incorporating a briefing, checklist and 
LAA limitations, this will be available shortly. 
Note that successful differences training in 
the aircraft may count as mandatory bi-
annual training for licence revalidation. 
https://www.vansaircraft.com/service-
information-and-revisions/poh-pilots-
operating-handbook-3/

Rotax engine in IC

Darren and Jamie in flight, spats off
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…and the Decathlon comes back on line

By Andy Wilkins
The Super Decathlon is back in the air, having had 
the engine zero-timed at Norvic to allow it go on to 
public transport, so it can be used for training. 
The aircraft has flown only 725 hours from new, so 
we decided to zero-time the original engine, which 
turned out to be a good move as the engine was 
perfect when it was dismantled and only needed 
one small part. It took a bit longer to get it back from 
Norvic due to the difficulty in getting parts from the 
States during lockdown. 
For those of you have not come across the Super 
Decathlon, here are some facts about the aircraft:
The American Champion 8KCAB Super 
Decathlon is a two-seat fixed-gear light aircraft 
designed for flight training and personal use, and 
capable of sustaining aerobatic stresses between 
+6g and −5g. 
It’s immediate forerunner, the Decathlon, entered 
production in the United States in 1970 as a more 
powerful and stronger version of the American 
Champion Citabria. The Super Decathlon followed 
in 1976. The Decathlon traces its lineage back to 
the Aeronca Champ, by way of the Citabria. It 
features tandem seating and centre-stick controls. 
The fuselage and tail surfaces are of welded metal 
tubing, and the wooden formers and longerons of 
the fuselage are fabric-covered. The cross-section 
of the metal fuselage truss is triangular, a design 

feature which can be traced back to the 
earliest Aeronca C-2 design of the late 1920s.
The strut-braced wings have aluminium spars 
and ribs, with a fabric covering. At 32 feet, the 
wingspan is shorter than that of the Citabria, and 
the wing is of semi-symmetrical airfoil section, 
which gives the Decathlon better inverted flight 
characteristics and negative-g manoeuvring 
capability.
The 180 hp Lycoming O360 engine is fuel-
injected and the fuel system incorporates a 1.5 
gallon header tank beneath the instrument panel 
to facilitate negative-g flight. The engine is also 
fitted with an inverted oil system, and drives a 
constant-speed prop.
The engine now has to be run in – the first two 
hours has already been flown to bed the pistons 
in, and now the aircraft can be used for normal 
work. The first checkout has been carried out, 
and Jamie Wharram is keen to start his tailwheel 
conversion in the next few days. After 20 hours 
have been flown it will be cleared for what it was 
designed for – dancing around the sky 
performing perfect and perhaps not so perfect 
aerobatics. 
The conversion onto the Super Decathlon is 
interesting as it involves differences training on 
the use of a VP prop as well as the standard 
tailwheel requirements. 
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EGLA’s home with new kit
G-EGLA is back home after having her avionics 
upgraded at Lee-on-Solent. We’ve now got what 
we’ve been lacking for a long time, a full IFR aircraft 
in which we can do every exercise in the IR(R) 
syllabus. She’s got a new GMA342 audio panel, 
GPS175 with indicator, KN64 DME and KR87 ADF. 
We debated whether to add the ADF to the stack, but 
it is part of the syllabus, it does help to teach a lot of 
useful stuff, and our avionics man Brian Cook 
managed to get us a unit at a very reasonable price, 
so we plumped for the full house. Darren Fern and 
Jamie Wharram flew to Lee on Solent to bring her 
back, with Darren taking the attached photo on the 
way back.
*Remember that in order to encourage pilots to 
undertake the life-saving IR(R) course, we offer a ten 
percent discount on the hire rate for instrument 
flying. We also offer a five-hour instrument 
appreciation course (at the same discount) to give 
you a fighting chance of surviving an inadvertent 
encounter with IMC – and the five hours will count 
towards your eventual IR(R).

New kit (top) and LA flying home, from IC

A tentative return to a new normal
By Jay Gates
Ever so slowly we creep back to normality. On July 4 
the government said all forms of GA aviation may 
proceed, with suitable risk assessments in place. 
Overnight we were almost back to where we were a 
year ago, before Covid-19 was even heard of. It had 
been over three months – in fact 15 weeks – since the 
last student had flown on a training flight with an 
instructor, and the same length of time since an 
Introductory Flight was completed. 
Within a few days of the government’s announcement I 
had compiled a comprehensive seven-page, 15-point 
Safety Hazard Identification and Risk 
Assessment document (SHIRA), the requisite 
PPE and disinfecting products were in place 
and ‘normal service’ was resumed. Since 
then, the student flight booking daily sheets 
have been nigh-on full and more and more 
introductory flights are being arranged. All 
this is good news for the club from a financial 
point of view. The other upshot of the 
relaxation of flight restrictions is that the 
airfield is once more receiving visitors from all 
over the country.  
We still cannot open Diner 31 for hot meals 
and hot drinks, although some snacks have 

been left out by Keith and Dot for passing trade. We 
are looking into how we might open the Diner safely, 
but the watchword continues to be Social Distancing. 
All members and visitors are requested to stay out of 
the clubhouse as much as they are able, and do their 
relaxing and chatting outside on the patio. A limited 
number of people can make use of the club facilities 
at the same time, but ensuring that enough space 
remains open to allow for social distancing is 
becoming ever more important, especially with the 
threat of a second Covid spike being mooted, and 
bearing in mind that we are receiving more and more 
visitors from outside the county. Our numbers for the 

Pristine PA-17, a credit to its owner



majority of July paint a picture of an upturn in airfield 
activity. Up to July 26 July a total of 653 movements 
had been recorded, and with calm weather forecast 
for the rest of the month, we can safely say that the 
month will end up with over 700 movements, 
hopefully more. The July figures look extremely 
pleasing considering the lack of action over the last 
three months, but can’t compare to 
July 2019 when we had 1,029 
movements, or July 2018 when 995 
movements were recorded. But, the 
trend is in the right direction, and we 
look forward to building on these 
figures as more and more people take 
to the skies and look at Bodmin as an 
airfield to visit. 
Fuel sales also reflect the positive 
month, with just over 6,000 litres 
dispensed up to July 26, compared to 
just over 8,000 litres in July 2019 and 
almost 8,400 litres in July 2018. But 
don’t be fooled by the improving 
figures, as they only remind us that the pandemic is 
still with us. The last three months have been dire, 
and we must continue to keep the airfield open to all 
who wish to use us. 
It is pleasing to report that this month Steve 
Blatchford was able to take his GFT with examiner 
Jim Greenshields and is now the proud holder of his 
NPPL(M) licence. Steve has had quite a journey 
getting there, as the abominable winter weather, 
followed by the enforced lockdown and training 
restrictions meant that he had innumerable 
interruptions to his training programme. It is a double 
celebration as he has recently married his long term 
partner and co-pilot Fiona. Hearty congratulation to 
Steve and a double hearty celebration to Steve and 
Fiona for the great occasion.  

Having the airfield ‘open to all’ throughout 
the month in an ever-improving GA world 
meant that we started seeing the kind of 
visitors that remind us of what we 
considered normal  before the pandemic 
came upon us – and they’ve arrived from 
some unusual places. Visitors came from 
well-known airfields as far away as Bagby, 
Wombleton and Sherburn-in-Elmet in 
Yorkshire, from Brimpton in Berkshire, 
Audley End in Essex and Broadmeadow in 
Herefordshire. They were joined by those 
from lesser-known farm strips, some not 
recorded at Bodmin before, such as Priory 
Farm in Norfolk, Old Park Farm near 
Swansea, Hall Place Farm and Berry 
Grove Farm in Hampshire, Phocal Green 
Farm in Herefordshire, and a rare visitor 
from an Isle of Wight private strip at 
Godshill. 

These arrivals included unusual, rare and historic 
aircraft. A classic ‘warbird’ arrived in the form of a 
rare 1943 Fairchild UC-61 Argus III from Gorral 
Farm in Devon. This is the second visit to Bodmin 
of this aircraft after an 18-year rebuild, and the first 
for almost a year. Unusual ‘modern’ visitors 
included a winglet equipped DA40NG Diamond 

Star which was one of the few Jet-A1 fuelled GA 
aircraft that visit us on the odd occasion. Another 
unusual modern aircraft type to visit was a very rare 
winglet equipped Aquila, arriving from 
Herefordshire. The modern types are always 
balanced by the visit of some lovely heritage 
aircraft, this month including a 1949 Piper PA-17 
Vagabond, accompanied a younger 1965 Piper 
PA-18 Super Cub, both in from Hampshire. The 
most extreme visitor was a superb 200-knot-plus 
XtremeAir XA 42, in from Essex for an overnight 
stay, flown by a pilot whose day job is as an Airbus 
A320 Captain operating for a major airline out of 
Stansted Airport. Another visitor, a lovely 1941 
Piper J-3 Cub, arrived from Bolt Head in Devon to 
allow the pilot to complete a license renewal flight 

Anyone hear a noise?
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with one of the club instructors. It is always nice to be 
in a position to provide a much-needed service to 
members based at outlying airfields in an adjoining 
county.
The most-fun visitor of the month was undoubtedly 
an RAF Chinook HC6 helicopter, the largest type 
used in the British military inventory, normally based 
at RAF Station Odiham in Hampshire. Operating 
under the callsign ‘Vortex 496’, we believe the 
helicopter was conducting troop training around the 
Bodmin and Davidstow Moor military training areas. 
She called in to Bodmin to allow the crew a toilet and 
tea break. They were with us for about 90 minutes, 
and we made them as welcome as we could – it is 
only the third landing of a Chinook at Bodmin in as 
many years.
Maintenance around the airfield continues with grass 
cutting being the major requirement at this time of 
year. Thanks, as always, to Richard Saw and 
Richard Bracey for ensuring that the airfield 
continues to look good and the movement surfaces 
remain in in great condition. Work continues on the 
external walls of the clubhouse, and Roger Davis has 
almost completed the northern wall with new 
cladding. Pete White has also been busy, and has 
re-hung some of our lovely framed prints and 
paintings. 
The warm summer weather has continued, with 

some cooler days to offset the 
heat, together with a few wet days 
to add some much needed water 
to the grasslands. This has 
resulted in the emergence of yet 
more gorgeous Cornish wild flora 
and fauna, the diversity of which 
never ceases to amaze us. The 
airfield hedge lines now have an 
abundance of cow parsley, yarrow 
and hemp agrimony, providing a 
white and pink glow to the 
margins, while the grassland 
harbours more indigenous wild 
meadow flowers such as centaury, 
knapweed, bedstraw and 
hawkweed in abundance. The 

fauna has included our regular buzzard, who nests 
nearby and takes an imperious perch on the 
windsock to survey his domain and to try and spot 
his next rabbit meal. We have seen many varieties of 
butterfly and moth in the grass, including the 
beautifully marked black and red cinnabar moth, 

seen feeding on the knapweed. The ragwort season 
is now in full swing, and as we are surrounded by 
livestock farms and bridleways, it is one wild flower 
that is not particularly welcome on the airfield – our 
duty of care towards our farming and equestrian 
neighbours requires that it be controlled.  We started 

earlier this year identifying ragwort as it first 
appeared, and this has resulted in a very 
low occurrence of the plant in its flowering 
season. We’ve removed the majority of it 
already, and continue to tackle the isolated 
pockets of the plant as they show up, not 
only on the airfield but outside our 
boundary. Once you leave the A30, where 
ragwort is spreading rapidly and you 
proceed down Airfield Lane towards 
Cardinham, the ragwort disappears.
We reported last month that we were 

Sleek XtremeAir XA 42 – about an hour from Essex
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expecting a visit from a local environmentalist to see 
what else we might have lurking in our grassland. So 
we were extremely pleased to welcome Ian 
Bennallick, Co-Ordinator of the Cornwall Botanical 
Group, to the airfield one damp Saturday afternoon, 
accompanied by Joe Kolinsky, who conducted an 
initial survey. The results were outstanding, and 
completely astonishing. A two-hour walk produced a 
list of over 130 indigenous Cornish wildflower 
species, which included some rare finds. Ian is 
coming back with a larger group in August to conduct 
a more in-depth survey, and we look forward to the 
result of that in due course. The upshot of Ian’s visit 
is that we now know we have in our care one of the 
rarer land types in the country, namely a traditional 
hay meadow. So diverse and rich in species is our 
land that the Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group 
would like us to donate some of our next end-of-
season meadow cut to them. This allows them to 
pass this seed-rich hay to Cornish farmers who wish 
to use it to help convert current farmland grass fields 
back to the traditional hay meadow of yesteryear. We 
will provide more details of what transpires after the 
next visit by Ian and his team.
And finally, as with the last three newsletters, we are 
not yet out of the woods in terms of the Covid-19 
pandemic and we are currently watching anxiously 
for a second spike. So please do not allow your 
guard to relax. We continue to see undisciplined 
crowds in our neighbouring county beaches as well 
as our own, and crowds in town centres which 
threaten to turbo-charge the spread of this killer 
virus. Another lockdown would be seriously injurious 

to the club. Cornwall is very much open as a major 
‘staycation’ destination, which on its own brings 
another level of risk of the virus spreading through 
the county. Please continue to take great care 
when out and about, please continue to follow the 
government advice issued on safety and personal 
hygiene, and let’s do everything we can to keep 
the virus at bay. If you have any doubt about your 
own health, phone NHS Direct on 111 to seek help 
and guidance. This difficult period for all of us will 
pass eventually, but until that happens, the mantra 
continues to be STAY ALERT, CONTROL THE 
VIRUS, SAVE LIVES. The message is still as 
important as it has ever been. Stay safe.

Thinks he owns the place…

Water plan in full flow
Howard Fawkes’s project to provide mains water to the 
clubhouse is progressing well. All ground work has 
been completed, inspected by South West Water and 
passed by the regulator. In late July 180 metres of pipe 
was laid and connected to the Phase One work. It is 
now ready for the next stage, which is chlorination. 
This involves the full 380 metres of pipe being flushed 
out, then filled with a chlorine solution and left for a 
day. Water samples are then sent to SWW for testing 
for bacteria or bugs etc. After the all-clear is received, 
the final saddle joint and stopcock will be put in place, 
and the system pressure tested for leaks. All being 
well, it will then be ready for service. A visual inspection 
of all stopcocks and outside taps revealed that two-way 
check valves will also have to be connected to taps 
that have provision to attach hosepipes. The current 
connection is to a 4" main, and the new system will be 
connected to a 6" diameter main with 2 bar+ pressure 
and a flow rate of 60 litres per minute, which is more 
than double the flow rate we currently have.



Navigating through the 
Corporate Governance maze
By Leith Whittington
There can be no doubt in anybody’s mind that 
Covid-19 has caused all sorts of challenges to arise 
– many of which were not even considered when the 
pandemic first struck. More become apparent day by 
day, and one important issue is keeping businesses 
operating in accordance with the requirements of 
statute, the processes and procedures set out by the 
business and needs of “good governance”. 
Businesses cannot escape these requirements so 
they must find a way through this maze. One 
particular issue is that of corporate meetings such as 
AGM or EGM where the established process relies 
upon a physical meeting, often with a specified 
quorum, processes for voting and other matters. The 
requirements for each business to hold such 
meetings are set down in their Articles of Association 
(AoA) and are part of the “write down what you are 
going to do, do it in accordance with the written 
procedures and keep the evidence that you have 
done it” guidance in the Companies Act. That is all 
very well until something like Covid-19 comes along 
with its required acts of mitigation including, but not 
limited to, social distancing which effectively 
prevents the holding of AGM/EGM.
HMG recognised this “difficulty” quite early on in the 
pandemic but have taken a while to respond with 
new legislation. The Corporate Governance and 
Insolvency Act 2020 was released yesterday on July 
8 and covers many issues, such as allowances for 
delays in making statutory filings with Companies 
House etc., but it includes a temporary derogation 
on the requirement for businesses holding AGM/
EGM to act in accordance with their articles. 
Businesses are temporarily allowed to make 
“alternative arrangements” for these meetings such 
as “Zoom” or “Team”meetings or similar. However, at 
the time of publication, this derogation only applied 
to businesses that were required to hold their 
meetings between March 30 and September 30. 
It is important to pause for a moment at this point: 
What the new Act is saying is that businesses may 
operate outside of their Articles for a limited period in 
the comfort of knowing that a non-compliance with 
the Companies Act will not be pursued. What it does 
not say is that this situation will persist after the 
pandemic has gone away. Accordingly, businesses 
have two choices: a) rely upon the derogation and 
make alternative arrangements for their meetings – 
and trust that the period will be extended – or, b) 
take steps now to provide for “alternative means” 
giving it discretion and flexibility to react as 

appropriate in the prevailing circumstances at the 
time now and in the future. This latter option 
requires some change to AoA.
CFC held the last AGM in November 2019 so, in 
accordance with AoA the next must be held by 
January 2021, and it is quite possible that social 
distancing requirements may still be in place at 
that time. In the light of this, there has to be 
significant doubt that it will be possible to assemble 
a quorum for an AGM/EGM at that time, even if 
restrictions have been lifted. Accordingly, the Board 
are looking at various options and are actively 
considering the best way forward. Included in 
these deliberations is the concept of a “Virtual 
AGM”, but these are far from ideal. Also in the 
frame is a future-proofing amendment of the AoA 
as outlined above. In any event, please be assured 
that your Board are actively seeking a strategic 
solution to current difficulties and will be reporting 
to the members with their recommendation.

So you think you know what keeps you aloft? Never 
mind all that palaver you’ve been taught about lift, 
weight, thrust and drag – here our lovely model Dave 
James illustrates the truth of the matter. 



Wing walking is 
back at Bodmin
By Pete White
After an enforced break due to the Covid-19 
pandemic (you haven’t forgotten the Covid-19 
pandemic, have you?) we are once again hosting 
Wing Walking Experiences at Bodmin Airfield. Long 
before the pandemic struck, enthusiastic and eager 
souls had already booked in to enjoy the thrill of a 
lifetime, and many of them were hoping to make 
money for their chosen charities. But they were 
disappointed when all flying ceased in March this 
year. Although we are not clear of this life-
threatening pandemic completely, restrictions have 
eased sufficiently for us to return to a ‘new’ normal 
where flying has returned, albeit with an emphasis 

on safety and social distancing to cut down the 
risk of spreading any infection. 
Once strapped aboard the wing mount, the 
intrepid wing walker is certainly safely distanced 
from the pilot – and anyone else, in fact. 
However, care has to be taken and protection 
worn while the wing walker climbs aboard, and 
the helpers will also be dressed appropriately so 
that any risk will be reduced to the minimum. 
Supporting family and friends will be very 
welcome to come along and cheer on their hero, 
but we must insist on social distancing on the 
airfield, especially around the clubhouse patio 
area. To help with this requirement our intention 
is to stagger the times of each flight, and 
therefore keep the numbers within manageable 
(and legal) limits.  
The Clubhouse will have to remain closed during 
the event and the usual cafe service will not be 
available, but the delightful Dottie and Keith will 
still be on hand to offer a ‘take out’ service of 
drinks and bacon sandwiches etc. We also have 
a convenient toilet with disabled facilities behind 

This could be you…



the Clubhouse. So let’s now go forward and 
enjoy some great days ahead and blow away 
the thoughts of the past few months. We are 
absolutely delighted to be able to return the 
Wing Walking Experience to Bodmin Airfield, 
and look forward to watching all those delighted 
adventurers climbing down off the wing with 
large smiles and hearts zinging with joy.
*See Derek Boyce’s wonderful pictures of last 
year’s wing-walking event at: 
 https://www.flickr.com/photos/16090262@N06/
albums/72157711822744551/page1 Terry Earl’s heart 'zings with joy’

Lundy’s on tomorrow!
It has been agreed after consultation with the Lundy 
management and owners of the island that the 
annual ‘Lundy Sunday’ Fly-in will go ahead on 
Sunday August 2 as originally planned.
And if you’re reading this as soon as it drops in your 
inbox, that’s tomorrow!
This is a one day event, and although in the past 
some visitors have arrived the day before, this year 
it is discouraged because of putting too much strain 
on the resources which are governed by the 
present Covid 19 precautionary rules.
The event is very much a PPR venue, and once the 
visitor has done so verbally a written briefing will be 
sent to them which will include the island’s own 
Covid 19 guidelines and measures. Talk to Pete 
White (pete@aeronca.co.uk, 01752 406660 or 
07805 805679) for PPR.

Temporary TMZs 
in Channel
A clutch of temporary Transponder Mandatory Zones 
(TMZs) will affect Bodmin traffic flying to and from 
the Channel Islands and the European continent 
next year as the military moves to replace obsolete 
air traffic control systems in the West Country. 
From September 2021 to May 2022, the two areas 
marked A and B on the above map will be classified 
as TMZs, activated by NOTAM, in order to allow the 
upgrade of the Wembury Point primary radar outside 
Plymouth. After that TMZ is withdrawn, from June 
2022 to February 2023 the area marked C will 
become a TMZ while the same job is done on the 
Portland equipment. 
If you don’t have a transponder you’ll still be able to 
cross these zones – call on the Plymouth Mil 
frequency, but preferably phone them beforehand.
The upgrade is necessary because military ATC 
systems here have become very costly to keep in 
operation and no longer comply with accepted 
international standards.

Lundy packs them in
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Cornwall 
Strut Fly-in

Join the Cornwall Strut at Bodmin Airfield

September 12    2020th
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