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Free flying 
for all in 
September
It’s late in the season, but we’re 
planning the Event of the Year for 
September 12th, with free flying for 
members on the two new aircraft at 
Bodmin.
Saturday September 12th is the date of 
the Cornwall Strut Fly-in, and after the 
experience of the Lundy Fly-in last 
month – see the article in this newsletter – we’re sure 
we can stage a safe and successful gathering.
Club members will be able to take advantage of free 
hands-on flights in Andy Wilkins’ Decathlon and the 
Vans RV12 as an introduction to the new possibilities 
for aviation at Bodmin Airfield. 
If you’re thinking of taking the life-saving IR(R) course 
this winter, you’ll be able to check out the new panel 
in G-EGLA, which now has a full IFR kit. You’ll need 
to book well ahead if you want to fly it, because we’ll 
also have a full programme of flight training and 
introductory flights that day.
In another ‘first’ for the year, Diner 31 will be open for 
business – or to be more precise, Dottie and Keith 
will be providing an outside feeding service. Like the 
rest of us, they’ll be working hard to conform to the 

Covid-19 social distancing and hygiene regulations 
– and if we’re not to risk spreading the virus, it’s 
essential that we all stick to the rules.

Free flying
In a free 20-minute try-out in the RV12 you’ll be 
able to experience the glass panel, complete with 
autopilot functions – the panel seems a little 
strange at first, but it quickly becomes intuitive, and 
after a while it’s difficult to go back to steam-driven 
clocks and gauges. The aircraft flies beautifully, 
and with a bit of luck we’ll have the carpets in by 
the 12th. Don’t hold me to that. But this is an 
aircraft you will be able to self-fly-hire (once the 
LAA gives the go-ahead) and the rate will be much 
cheaper than the 152s, so why not get acquainted?

You can also have ten minutes 
airborne in the Decathlon, gratis. 
The Decathlon is a superb 
aircraft, powerful, fully aerobatic, 
and of course, perfect for 
tailwheel training – something 
you’ve no doubt been promising 
yourself you’ll do. Why is flying a 
tailwheel aircraft so different? 
Well, to start with you can’t see 
much ahead while taxiing due to 
the angle at which the aircraft sits 
on the ground. Then when you 
get on the runway, Andy will be 
talking about strange things 

A three-pointer in the Decathlon – near enough

Have a go in the RV12



called ground loops, and the need to be very careful 
with the rudder. The strangest thing of all is that on 
the take-off roll, you need to push forward on the 
control column, which allows you to pick up the tail 
so you can see down the runway. 
Once airborne the Decathlon is like any high 
performance aircraft – lively in roll due to the 
aerobatic spades fitted to the ailerons, and of course 

it takes a little time to master the variable pitch prop, 
but after a few minutes you will feel quite at home. 
On base leg you would normally reach for the flap 
handle, but you won’t find one – the aircraft has 
none fitted. Approach speed is 80 mph (not knots) 
and the landing is a matter of coming over the 
hedge, letting the speed bleed off and slowly 
bringing the stick back to put the aircraft at an angle 

that allows her to sink to the ground with all three 
wheels touching the ground at the same time. 
Simples! The big difference with a tail wheel 
aircraft is that the landing does not stop until the 
aircraft is safely in the hangar. The big gorilla 
waiting to catch you out is directional control when 
landing and taxying, and the aircraft’s propensity 
for swapping ends, unbidden by the pilot. But give 

it a try – and if you already fly 
tailwheel, give the Decathlon a go; 
you might find it a very different 
aircraft from your own.
Unfortunately you can’t just form 
an orderly queue and wait your 
turn… we’ll have to make a proper 
job of sanitising the aircraft 
between customers, and of 
keeping people apart on the 
ground. So we need to know 
roughly when you want to come 
along. Give Jay or the Duty 
Manager a call at the Tower – 
01208 2413894 – with an idea of 
which aircraft you’re interested in, 
and approximate times, so we can 
make a cunning plan.
The Cornwall Strut fly-in last year 

was our most successful event in 
years, with 58 visiting aircraft from as far away as 
Norfolk, Worcestershire and Suffolk. On that day 
the weather piskies were on their best behaviour; 
fingers crossed for similar treatment this year. If 
we’re weathered off, we plan to make Sunday 
September 20th the rain date for the free flights  – 
Pat Malone

Get the approach right and you’re sailing

How we’re going to finance the future
By Pat Malone
As Darren Fern warned in the August Bodmin 
Flyer, the cost of maintaining our old Cessna 
fleet has become a serious drag on the Club 
and we need to obtain more modern aircraft 
that are far less expensive to run. Since I 
became Chairman in 2018 we’ve had to spend 
more than £60,000 on maintenance to keep 
the three Cessnas airborne, and that is dead 
money – it’s done nothing to improve the 
Club’s revenues or enhance our prospects. In 
last month’s newsletter Darren set out the 
relative cost of running a Vans RV12 
compared to a C152, and the difference is 
stark – it’s possible we could get the self-fly-

Today’s aircraft look like this



hire rate on the RV down to around £100 per 
hour for block bookings, and that’s for a new 
aircraft with a glass panel, an autopilot and far 
better trim. The imperative is clear – either we 
continue down the Cessna path to the 
poorhouse, or we make a radical change.
Buying a new aircraft is beyond the Club’s purse 
at the moment, and I’m wary of incurring more 
debt. One of the disturbing things I found in 2018 
was that we were still paying off debts taken out 
in Chiefy’s era – and that was money borrowed to 
keep the Club going, rather than to improve the 
business. The Board is determined to ensure that 
when we do borrow money, we do so to enhance 
our revenues, not merely to hold back the tide. 
At the height of the Covid-19 crisis the 
government underwrote a very advantageous 
loan scheme to help businesses ride the storm, 
and we took advantage to raise £30,000, 
repayable over five years at two percent. That 
money had to be put straight to work. Some has 
gone to upgrade LA’s panel so we now have a full 
IFR machine for IR(R) instruction, and as you 
may know, we have reduced the hire rate for 
instrument instruction in order to encourage 
members to upgrade with that potentially life-
saving qualification. And £20,000 of the loan 
money has gone towards buying the RV12.
That leaves us with £60,000 to raise. Some of 
that will be defrayed by the sale of one of the 
C152s, and to cover the remainder we’re inviting 
members to invest in the aircraft, making a 
decent return for themselves while helping the 
Club. If you have money in the bank, it’s not 
doing you any favours at the moment – you’re 
lucky to be getting anything over one percent. 
Investing in the RV12 will earn you 3.3 percent, 
and you’ll be tying the money up for a maximum 
of three years, probably rather less. 
The purpose of this scheme is to enable the Club 
to buy out your share using revenue from the 

aircraft itself, the goal being that the 
Club achieves 100 percent ownership of 
the aircraft within three years. The 
interest will be paid once the Club has 
full ownership. We tossed around ideas 
for further incentives such as 
discounted flying, but it got so 
complicated that we settled on a 
straightforward investment scheme, 
with members buying shares in a 
company that owns the RV.
The minimum investment will be 
£2,000, representing 2.5 percent of the 
company. There is no maximum, and if 
we’re over-subscribed the Club will be 
in a position to look at buying a second 

new aircraft. The Board has agreed that 
any shortfall will be met by Directors Loans, on the 
same terms. If you want details, talk to me, to Club 
Secretary Darren Fern or Treasurer Corinne 
Dennis. It could be good for you, it’s certainly good 
for the Club, and we really need to do it.

Darren gets orientated on the RV

AOPA’s Chief Executive Martin Robinson visited 
Bodmin in August and took the opportunity to enjoy 
the glorious Cornish scenery with the Chairman in 
the C172 G-BBNZ. Afterwards they discussed a 
range of issues affecting the Club, from Covid-19 
response to AOPA’s position on training on Permit 
aircraft, which is supportive with conditions. CFC is 
a Corporate Member of AOPA.

Martin Robinson with BBNZ



Weathering the summer storms
By Jay Gates
Well, that was the first full operational month since 
February – and what a month of weather extremes 
it was. It’s not normal to have a ‘named’ storm 
occurring at the height of summer, and it is 
certainly not normal to have two named storms in 
August. Yet we did. This may be another portent of 
climate change, and a quick look into the details of 
the first storm certainly points you in that direction. 
In mid-August we looked across the pond and saw 
Tropical Storm ‘Kyle’ heading our way and aiming 
for Cornwall. The official hurricane season runs 
from June 1st to November 30th each year. 
However, this year there had already been three 
named tropical storms before the season began. 
‘Kyle’ was the 11th named storm of the hurricane 
season (obviously, as the letter ‘K’ is the 11th letter 
of the alphabet). The 11th storm of the season is 
not normally recorded before mid-November, and 
‘Kyle’ was therefore more than three months early.
This year there were 13 tropical storms before the 
end of August which has never happened before – 
an average hurricane season usually only has a 
total of 12 tropical storms! This indicates that the 
Atlantic Ocean is warming early as hurricanes can 
only form when the seawater temperature is 27°C 
or above, and the ocean has warmed earlier this 
year than ever before. We can normally expect a 

tropical storm remnant to reach us in autumn, 
but not in the summer. 
As it happened, a weakening ‘Kyle’ was 
absorbed by a deepening Atlantic low moving 
out of Greenland and a new storm system 
formed which was renamed ‘Ellen’. 
Unsurprisingly, the UK storm season runs for a 
full year from September 1st to August 31st each 
year, which is why ‘Ellen’ is only the 5th named 
UK storm of our season. The 4th storm was 
‘Dennis’, way back in mid-February, which most 
of us have forgotten about despite it being a 
record breaker!  
Thanks to a strong Jetstream, Storm ‘Ellen’ 
came through us on August 21st and brought 
maximum gusts of 48 knots across Bodmin 
Airfield, with some rain. Sadly, a man died in 
Cornwall during the storms and a further seven 
people died across the country. No sooner had 
Ellen passed through than we were hit with 
another named storm, this time a bog standard 
Atlantic system born in the Canadian Maritimes, 
named ‘Francis’ and borne along by a Jetstream 
that had eastbound transatlantic aircraft reaching 
ground speeds of over 610 knots. Nick 
Chittenden, who was en route flying his Global 
Express from Los Angeles to Dublin, recorded a 
ground speed of 616 knots over Galway on 
August 24th. ‘Francis’ reached Bodmin Airfield on 

Keep a weather eye out for Bill the Buzzard…

He’s big, he’s everywhere – and he’s not alone



August 25th and brought maximum wind gusts of 
42 knots, again 
with some rain. This was not the end of the 
unseasonable weather as yet another low came 
through on August 27th, this one unnamed but 
being heavily moisture-laden and dropping over 
41mm of rain on the airfield, or just over an inch 

and a half in 24 hours, with a full half inch falling 
in just one lunchtime hour. That’s over 50% of the 
average August rainfall total falling in just 60 
minutes. We saw the result of that particular 
downburst on the evening news, with 
flash flooding being recorded across 
our region from Falmouth through 
Looe, Plymouth, Torquay and points 
east. 
Obviously the weather had an effect 
on our statistics for August. Despite 
some good activity at the airfield we 
only recorded 455 movements 
recorded up to the 29th of the month. 
In comparison, August 2019 
recorded 770 movements, and 
August 2018 had 690 movements. 
But after four months of lockdown 
and low activity levels the trend is in 
the right direction and we look 
forward to continuing the trend as 
we move into late summer and early 
autumn.
Fuel sales also reflect the 
interrupted month, with just over 
4,450 litres dispensed up to the 29th, 
compared to just under 7,450 litres 

in August 2019 and just over 6,250 litres in 
August 2018. But then, the poor weather 
accounted for a full 10 days lost to flying – a full 
third of the month. Let’s hope September gives 
us an Indian Summer!
On the flight training front, it is most pleasing to 
report that we have almost a fully booked 

training programme with 
many of our existing students 
now joined by a rising number 
of new students. Most 
pleasing of all is the fact that 
five of these students are 
aged 16 and under, with one 
of them being at the legal 
minimum flying age of 14. To 
go with that positive picture of 
the future, we can happily 
report that one of our 
students, Jon Stroud, passed 
his GFT with examiner Terry 
Earl, and Jon is now the 
proud holder of a PPL. Jon 
joined us from Bristol on a 
‘fast track’ training 
programme last year, which 
was being constantly 
interrupted with poor winter 
weather, Covid-19 and 
unseasonable summer 

weather and which made a 
mockery of his ‘fast track’ status. We also had 
another ‘fast track’ student who managed to 
reach his first solo flight with instructor Andy 
Wilkins. Chris Bovet-White is a school teacher in 

Covid handshake from Terry for new PPL Jon Stroud

Andy congratulates Chris on his first solo



Surrey, and originally from Brixham. Once his 
online ‘virtual’ school teaching term was over, 
Chris pushed hard over the summer holidays and 
not only reached solo status but was well on his 
way towards completing his PPL before 
the schools went back. Unfortunately for 
Chris, poor weather and an early recall to 
the school to welcome back boarders 
back for quarantine meant that his 
progress faltered. However, he has 
booked a ‘fast track’ week for the ten-day 
half term holiday in October, and we hope 
he will achieve his PPL during his next 
visit. 
The airfield continued to welcome visitors 
from all over the country, and as ever 
from some unusual places, including 
some with great World War II histories. 
These included Wellesbourne in 
Warwickshire (RAF), Blackpool in 
Lancashire (RAF), Shoreham in East 
Sussex (RAF), Thruxton in Hampshire 
(USAAF), Conington in Cambridgeshire (USAAF) 
and Spanhoe in Northamptonshire (USAAF). This 
last mentioned airfield will be commemorated in 

just over two weeks’ time due to the 76th 
Anniversary of the start of the great ‘Operation 
Market Garden’ in Holland on September 15th 
1944. RAF Spanhoe is where the US 82nd 
Airborne Division departed for their drop to 
take the Nijmegen Bridge, and from where 
the 1st British Airborne Division took off for 
their drop to take the Arnhem Bridge, which 
as we all know was the infamous ‘Bridge Too 
Far’. 
Of all our visitors through the month, at least 
one of them, a lovely 1960 vintage Piper 
PA-18 Super Cub, G-AREO, arrived direct 
from the Lundy fly-in for fuel before returning 

to his home airfield at Derby. This aircraft had a 
set of ‘tundra’ tyres which would have made 
Darren Fern jealous, had he seen them. The 
owner told us that he regularly flies up to the 

wilds of the Scottish highlands on fishing trips 
and the tyres enable him to land on river banks 
and the shores of lochs. We also welcomed a 
rare American ‘N’ registered aircraft, with Piper 

Arrow N900PH arriving from 
Dunkeswell for a short visit. This is 
also the time of year when many 
visitors come for a family holiday in 
Cornwall, and we welcomed another 
Piper Arrow, G-BMWI, this being a T-
tailed version, in from Fairoaks for a 
week. The Arrow is one of the rare 
aircraft with retractable 
undercarriage which means the Duty 
Manager makes a ‘gear down’ check 
with binoculars when the aircraft 
calls final.
As ever, we encourage visits from 
our emergency service colleagues, 
and welcomed the Devon and 
Cornwall Police EC-145 helicopter, 

which unusually arrived to conduct 
some training circuits and approaches while en 
route to Exeter on completion of a local tasking 
mission. Of our local aircraft, it is pleasing to see 

Echo Oscar, in from Lundy on tundra tyres

High-performance T-tail Arrow from Fairoaks

Colin’s S6, back in business



that after a year of working on his aircraft, Colin 
Cheeseman managed to get his Rans S6, G-
BUEW, into the air for his all-important Permit 
check flight early in the month. And it was great to 
see Andy Wilkins get his superb Decathlon back 
flying after an engine overhaul. The plan now is to 

offer aerobatic and tailwheel training on the 
aircraft.
Maintenance work around the airfield is never 
ending, grass cutting still being the major 
requirement. Thanks once more go to Richard 
Saw and Richard Bracey for ensuring that 
the airfield continues to look good and the 
movement surfaces remain in in great 
condition. Added to that is the great work 
undertaken by young Hector Chittenden, 
who comes in to cut the taxiways and 
parking areas on the family sit-on mower. 
The clubhouse northern wall has now been 
reclad by Roger Davis, with only the 
eastern wall still to do. Roger and Howard 
Fawkes have now completed the new 
water supply project (see separate article 
in this newsletter). Howard also found time 
to replace the northern windsock, which 
had succumbed to the ongoing onslaught 
of high winds, and to replace the rotating 
top bearing of the mast as the old one had 
started to fail. Howard intends to refurbish 
this bearing so that we have a spare for 
both windsocks in the future. 
A further improvement to the airfield, but one 
which will only be noticed if you go online to 
‘FlightRadar 24’ or ‘Virtual Radar’ is that an ADSB 
antenna has been fitted to the Tower roof and 

now shows much more low level aircraft activity 
around Cornwall than was previously possible. 
Such information is a great help to Duty Managers 
as it allows an improved monitoring picture of 
aerial activity in our area.
With the airfield grasslands continuing to thrive, 

we had another welcome visit from Ian 
Benallick of the Cornwall Botanical 
Group, accompanied by three 
colleagues, Tim Purchase who 
specialises in liverworts and mosses, 
Joe Kolinsky whose field is 
invertebrates, and John whose 
interest lay in mushrooms and fungi. 
Ian is co-author of the official 
academic ‘Redbook’ of Cornish Flora 
and a true expert in his field. Their 
survey increased the number of 
known indigenous species recorded 
on our airfield from the previous 130 
to over 150. They consider that there 
are still more out there, as the survey 
was not all-encompassing. They 
reported that the rare Greater Butterfly 
Orchids they found were all in fruit, 
which is a great sign for increased 
numbers next year. Having a 

traditional hay meadow to manage is quite a 
responsibility, and we are pleased that we are the 
protectors of such a rare piece of land. As 
reported last month, the grassland of the airfield is 
so diverse and rich in species, and a rare example 

in Cornwall, that the Farming and Wildlife Advisory 
Group would like us to donate some of our end of 
season meadow cut to them to allow the seed it 
contains to be used for other farms that wish to 
develop organic meadows on their farms and 

Unusual circuit traffic…

R44 from Conington for fuel



provide traditional winter hay for stables and horse 
owners.
Despite August being the time when most flora is 
thinking of slowing down for winter, our displays 
around the airfield continue to amaze. The margins 
of the airfield hedge lines are displaying a new 
abundance of flowering St. Johns Wort, Bindweed 
and Hogweed, the former being more apparent as 
the ferns start to die back. In the grassland, 
indigenous wild meadow flowers such as Mouse 
Ear Hawkweed, Birds Foot Trefoil and an explosion 
of Knapweed means that not only is there a late 
flourish of colour on the airfield, but the last two 
wild flowers have brought out a wonderful array of 
butterflies including the Red Admiral, Painted Lady, 
Peacock, Common Blue, Cabbage White and 
Meadow Brown, among others. Equally pleasing to 
see is the knapweed attracting the rarer ‘day flying’ 
Burnet Moth. Last month we 
reported that the fauna has 
included our regular buzzard, who 
nests nearby and claims a vantage 
point on the windsock. One of the 
breeding pairs occupied the new 
windsock while G-BBNZ ran up his 
engine beneath him – another 
example of how wildlife views our 
activities, despite assertions that 
we have a negative effect on birds 
and animals. Another of our 
buzzards came down to the 
hangars to observe rabbit activity 
in the bank behind the new hangar. 
Our on-going programme of 
ragwort eradication is paying 
dividends as it is now almost clear 

of the whole airfield – so 
much so that Ian Benallick 
gave our grassland a 
further ‘thumbs up’ by 
confirming to the Farming 
and Wildlife Advisory 
Group that our airfield is 
virtually ragwort-free in his 
report to them. As we are 
surrounded by livestock 
farms and bridleways, 
ensuring that ragwort 
stays off the airfield is very 
important to fulfil our duty 
of care towards our 
farming neighbours and 
equestrian passers-by. 
While we do not have any 
legal responsibility for land 
outside of the airfield 
boundary, we continue to 

clear ragwort from any 
verge or piece of land that runs along the outside 
of our boundary, and we will continue to do so.
The Covid-19 pandemic is still with us, and 
despite Cornwall having a low ‘R’ value, the 
possibility of a second spike still exists with the 
tourist season continuing for a few more weeks 
yet. Please do not allow your guard to relax and 
take great care when out and about. All members 
and visitors are requested to stay out of the 
clubhouse as much as possible, and to follow 
social distancing guidelines on the patio outside. A 
limited number of people can be present in the 
clubhouse at one time, but please make sure that 
you use the hand-sanitiser and complete the ‘track 
and trace’ contact form which is on the table to 
your left as you enter the clubhouse. If you are in 
any doubt about your own health, stay at home, 
phone NHS Direct on 119 and seek guidance. 

Nature experts Ian Benallick and Tim Purchase

Natural floral paradise on the airfield



Update on 
the Articles
By Leith Whittington
As outlined in my article in the last Bodmin 
Flyer, the Board of Directors have been 
considering the options available to CFC to 
maintain the good governance of the 
Company in compliance with its obligations 
under the Companies Act in the era of 
Covid-19. As reported in the article, the 
Corporate Governance and Insolvency Act 
2020 has been implemented, but this does not 
provide a means of compliance on a long-term 
basis in respect of meetings, statutory filings et 
al. Instead, it provides derogation in the short 
term for a company to postpone its obligations 
to hold an AGM or EGM without having to 
make changes to its governing procedures – 
the Articles of Association.
Having taken advice, the Board has 
determined that the best way forward is one 
that provides the Company with the ability to 
adapt to new circumstances as appropriate to 
the prevailing situation – this could be 
Covid-19, and the resulting difficulty of holding 
traditional Company meetings, or other 
environmental changes that impede the open 
and transparent governance deserved by the 
Members of the Company. To this end, it is 
proposed that the Articles of Association be 
amended to provide for a level of flexibility. 
Members would then be asked to vote on the 
changes.

Suggested definitions
Herewith an outline of the proposed changes:
Section 2, Interpretation, Page 4
New definition: Meeting Form provides for a 
General meeting to be held in physical form, in 
virtual form by electronic means, or as a 
presentation distributed by electronic means.
New definition: Physical Meeting provides for 
a meeting at which Members are personally 
present and includes the requirement of a 
quorum.
New definition: Presentation Meeting 
provides for a meeting held in Electronic Form 
(this can be as a distributed video, or similar) 
in which presentations are made for 

consideration of the Members. This type of 
meeting has no quorum requirement.
New definition: Virtual Meeting provides for a 
meeting held using electronic means such as 
group meeting software packages et al. This type 
of meeting has no quorum requirement.

Changes needed
Having defined these new types of meeting, 
consequential changes are required as outlined 
below to facilitate these:

Minor change at 5.1.4, Page 7 - to clarify 
actions for Physical Meeting vs Presentation or 
Virtual Meeting.

Minor change at 5.2.2, Page 8 - to enable 
the provision to Members of supporting 
information about a proposed resolution.

Change at 6.7, Disciplinary Process, Page 
9 - limiting Special Meetings to a Physical 
Meeting.

Changes at 7, General Meetings, Page 10 
& 11 - 7.1, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.11 to empower the 
Board to determine the Meeting Form as 
appropriate to prevailing circumstances and to 
enable the various forms of meetings.

Changes at 12.1, Page 15 - to specify a 
minimum number of participants in a meeting of 
the Board that is not a physical meeting.

Changes at 12.5, Page 15 - to enable 
decision by a quorum or minimum number of 
participants in the event that the meeting is not a 
physical meeting.

Changes at 19.2.1and 19.2.2, Page 18 - to 
provide for the definition of Meeting Form and 
notice thereof.

Throughout the drafting of the changes 
proposed, great care has been exercised to 
ensure that Members’ voting and access rights are 
not altered in any way, and that the Directors’ 
obligations to govern with accountability, 
openness and in accordance with statute are 
preserved. Equally important is the maintenance 
of the provisions of the Companies Act to ensure 
that Members retain the right to hold Directors to 
account. To this end, and in order to protect 
Members’ rights, Articles 7.16 and 10.6 provide 
and protect the rights of Members to petition the 
Board for a General Meeting or to take, or refrain 
from taking, specific actions. 
If you want to discuss these ideas or have any 
questions, please contact me or any member of 
the Board.
The proposed Articles will be circulated before the 
end of the month, at which time a date for a ballot 
will be fixed.



At last – water 
supply project 
is completed
By Howard Fawkes
About five years ago the decision was taken to 
connect the airfield to the water mains, but 
although a start was made on the work, it was 
abandoned by the previous management after 
about 50 metres of pipe had been laid, leaving 
the majority of the job still to be done.

When I joined the Board last year I was 
determined that the work should be finished, and 
this month (August) after several weeks of effort 
by a number of people, most notably Roger 

Davis, mains water began flowing in the 
clubhouse.

There were a number of reasons why 
our old water supply was failing us and the 
mains connection was essential. When the 
airfield was built in the seventies, our water 
supply was fed from a four-inch pipe that 
supplied one farm and three houses in the 
valley below the 31 threshold. Over the years, 
the airfield’s water demand increased with the 
enlargement of the kitchen, the expansion of 
the maintenance workshops and the 
installation of caravans for overnight use, 
among other things. At the same time, the 

amount of water needed by the farm and other 
houses also increased, so the pressure at the 
airfield sometimes fell to very low levels. After a 
run of fine weather in summer, the supply was 
often on the verge of giving out altogether. If 
you’ve ever tried to wash an aircraft, you’ll 

know how desperately short of water 
pressure we were, even at good times. 
Aircraft washing often had to be done by 
hand, with bucket and sponge, which 
made an already difficult job even more 
onerous, especially in muddy conditions. 

More recent requests for showers in the 
annexe and a dishwasher in the kitchen 
could have tipped us over the edge. 
What’s more, the old system relied on two 
water storage tanks in the roof space, 
and their weight was having the effect of 
depressing the ceiling, lowering it in 
places such as above the kitchen door, 
which was becoming difficult to open. 
This potentially destructive structural 
problem was pointed up by Roger Davis 
in his survey of the building before his 

I’m sure it’s down here somewhere…

Pipe and tape being laid

Old trench is cleared 



refurbishment project started.
The original work meant a 

50mm pipe had been laid from the 
clubhouse to the car park gate, and the 
trench was backfilled. Members will 
remember that a trench was partially 
dug down the road towards the Trago 
warehouses, but then the work 
stopped. In June I proposed to the 
Board that we dedicate some money to 
finishing the job, and with a budget of 
£5,000 the work restarted.

Tenders were put out to 
groundworkers to clean up the existing 
trenches that ran to the six-inch supply 
main that runs via the Trago 
warehouses and Scout Hut. Costings 

were obtained from South West 
Water for the connection to the 
mains, and for the required 
chlorination tests of the new water 
supply. Work commenced on July 
27, and in three days 180 metres of 
trench was cleaned up, pipe laid and 
sanded, marker tape laid as 
required, and the trench backfilled. 
The trench work was inspected and 
passed and a connection date of 
August 17 agreed. South West 
Water stipulated that the work be 
completed by their contractors Kier, 
and once they’d done their job the 
water was turned on at 14.51 by 
Roger and myself.
The clubhouse and outbuildings now 
have a water pressure of 2 bars plus 
and a flow rate of sixty litres per 

minute. Work is in progress to pressurise 
the hot water system and to remove the 
storage tanks in the roof, which as well 
as placing a heavy load on the frame 
were a frost liability – we’ve had a 
couple of bad freezes in recent years.
When this work is completed there will 
be a dishwasher in the kitchen, a shower 
in the disabled toilets and mains water 
pressure to wash aircraft. Thanks to 
everyone  involved, especially Roger.

Non-return valve and meter ready to fit

Roger completes final connections

Presto! Water you can bank on



Lundy Sunday on Puffin Island

At first sight the landing ground can look daunting

By Pete White
My love affair with the 15 million-year-old craggy 
island in the Bristol Channel began 20 years ago, on 
27th January 2000, when I landed Aeronca Chief G-
IVOR on the airstrip for the very first time. It was 
named Puffin Island by the Vikings in the 9th Century 
after their explorations of the west coast of the 
United Kingdom extended to the island. Since then 
it has had a varied and interesting history, including 
private ownership by the Harman family from 1925 
to1968. The following year it was sold to the 
National Trust and Landmark Trust took over 
the reins of management.
The magic of this historic kingdom soon 
captivated me, and the urge to keep 
returning has not ceased to this day. 
However, on that first year I visited, we 
attempted our first fly-in on 27th August as a 
PFA Devon Strut event, and an annual fly-in 
has continued to this day – and has 
developed into a ‘bucket list’ venue for 
many pilots. 
After ten years the Devon Strut stepped 
back from Lundy as a dedicated event, but I 
continued to run the fly-in with a small team 
using the handle of ‘The Lundy Team’ and 
working in conjunction with the Lundy 
management.

So Lundy Sunday was born, and although we are 
definitely weather-led for our fly-ins, they have 
always been an enormous success even if the 
weather has sometimes restricted the attendance. 
One year we had to cancel because of the Foot & 
Mouth epidemic, which prevented us from using 
the site – one of many airstrips in the UK that 
were restricted. But 2020 will be remembered for 
something completely different... Covid-19. This 
has put paid to just about every event imaginable 
in the UK – no, the world, so when we were finally 

Arrivals tent – and the island fire service



given the green light for Lundy to go ahead we 
were over the moon.
It was also very fitting that 20 years after 
our first fly-in on the island, our 2020 
Lundy Sunday event on 2nd August was a 
raging success, with no fewer than 80 
aircraft attending. The wind was generally 
in the right direction and it was strong 
enough to move the showers on fairly 
quickly, so we could dry out and be ready 
for the next wave of visiting aircraft. 
Running a unique event of this nature 
would be impossible without the help of a 
small band of enthusiastic volunteers who 
had all flown in specifically for the 
purpose. Our hard-working team on the 
ground were John Colgate, who helps run 
the event with me as well as sharing our 
lovely Aeronca Chief; Martin Ryan, owner 
of a rare Stinson 108; Richard Saw, who 
flew in with his Auster Autocrat – and his 
passenger was another helper, Nigel 
Ramsey. The final team member was Bill 
Thirtle, who brought his delightful little Piper 

Vagabond. An interesting observation is 
that we all fly vintage types, and among the 
incredible range of assorted types that 
attended the fly-in we had 30 vintage 
aircraft in all. Many of the attendees this 
year had not flown in before and we had 
our regulars who, like me, just love to 
return to enjoy the ambience and peace of 
this simply extraordinary place. As part of 
the safety aspect of the day the Lundy 
management are on duty for the day with a 
fire truck and full rescue equipment and 
assist whenever they are needed. Thanks 
guys.
It is not practical to give a full list of all the 
aircraft that chose to visit but I must 
highlight some special moments – like 

looking up and seeing a formation of five Tiger 
Moths in the overhead, part of the Tiger 9 team, led 

by Jeff Milsom. And after they had expertly landed 
and parked we had another type join them from the 

same stable, a Hornet Moth. I thought we 
had been very fortunate earlier to have 
the company of two rare Fairchild 24R 
Argus aircraft in our midst, among the 
early models of Piper, Aeronca, Auster, 
Cessna, Stinson and Jodel types. Yes, 
you have probably guessed, I am very 
much an enthusiast of older aircraft.
Worthy of mention is that amongst the 
flight of three Piper L4 Cubs that arrived 
one was flown in by the young Ellie 
Carter, who at the age of 17 was certainly 
the youngest pilot of the day. And it was 
her first visit to the island...well done Ellie.
We had an extremely successful day, and 
the fact that 80 aeroplanes arrived and 

Tigers make an entrance

Some of the 80 participants

Pete greets Tiger 9 leader Jeff Milsom



left without incident shows very good 
airmanship. I must thank our visiting 
pilots for digesting the Lundy Brief 
that we send out after they have 
registered for the event. It is 
imperative that we insist on PPR, as 
the airstrip can be a challenge. Thank 
you for visiting and making our Lundy 
Sunday Fly-in such a special and 
unique event. See you next year – 
the 2021 event is planned for Sunday 
1st August.

Cub corner – including Ellie Carter’s L4

Lundy’s most important building

World’s biggest 
fly-in event?

that we were to join downwind for 24 at 1,000ft. As 
we came onto short final, a number of things became 
apparent: the white rocks marking the strip, the 
briefed up-slope at the 24 end, and the entrance to 
the parking area off to the left. But the thing that – as 
I had expected it would – caught my attention most 
was the low stone wall just at the 24 threshold. This 
was described very well in the briefing notes, so I 
was prepared to pass low over it before touchdown 
on the up-slope beyond. And, do you know what? 
The strip was fine. No massive rocks, no Godzilla 
Rabbit-sized holes... I am glad I took the spats off, 
though. Then again, Pete (White) does point out that 
the far (06) end can be really quite rough, so I may 
have had a different opinion had it been an easterly 
on the day.”
With 80 aircraft and hundreds of ardent flyers on the 
island Dave had a wonderful day, apart from a few 
problems at the island’s pub, the Marisco Tavern, 
where he found himself cast into outer darkness 

Dave White, who had been intending to join the 
Lundy Sunday fly-in for years, finally got around to it 
this year in his Jodel 1051 Special G-AYLC and had 
such a good time he wishes he’d done it decades 
ago. It’s quite possible that Lundy Sunday 2020 was 
the biggest general aviation event in the entire world 
this year, what with Oshkosh and everything else 
having been cancelled. Describing his visit, Dave 
says: “As we got closer we began to hear other 
aircraft calling up Lundy on SafetyCom and also see 
some of them on the SkyDemon/SkyEcho 
combination… as we coasted out we could see that 
there were rain showers over the island. The other 
traffic was being really very helpful, reporting 
position and intentions concisely, so we announced 



because he’d left his face mask in his 
aircraft. Eventually they relented, and 
Dave reports: “After lunch (and the lamb 
burger was excellent), we walked to St 
Helen’s Church, where there are several 
impressive modern tapestries with local 
scenes, and some information boards 
about the island – well worth reading as 
they contain some fascinating information 
on the history, wildlife, economy and other 
Lundy specifics.”
Dave and his companions wandered all 
over the island until it was time to leave, 
and on the way out they made a clockwise 
tour of Lundy. “It was truly gorgeous! It had 
turned into a glorious day, and the naked 
eye could clearly make out the Gower 
Peninsula to the north.
“The island is full of fascinating little 
details, and since Lundy Sunday I've been 
looking up bits and pieces on Google – we 

only say a fraction of them. There are things I would 
love to go back and see, one of which was the 
puffins. I believe they typically depart the island in 
late July, so we had just missed them. I plan to go 
back to see such things as the remains of two 
crashed Heinkel 111s, more of the wildlife, plus 
many other things. I shall even double-check I have 
got my face-mask next time... Thanks so much to 
Pete White and his colleagues, along with The 
Landmark Trust, for making this such an enjoyable 
and safe day. I knew I'd love Lundy; and I did.”

Wait for me… the Moths flutter off

Woolacombe on the far horizon

Lundy from FL15



By John Colgate
Like most young boys of a certain age, I collected 
stamps. I still have much of my original collection, 
although an embarrassing quantity of the earlier 
collection is spoiled because I couldn’t be 
bothered with fiddly, expensive stamp hinges and 
found Sellotape much easier!  Unlike many, I 
continued collecting sporadically over the years, 
moving from “accumulating” to more serious 
collecting for a while. By the early 90’s I had a 
reasonable GB collection, with a few side lines –
 collections of maritime (I used to sail a lot), 
aviation (of course) and Swedish stamps (because 
most of them are just exquisitely engraved). My 
relaxation after a long day at MoD and arduous 
commute home was to wade through mounds of 
GB stamps looking for inverted watermarks and 
other such esoteric variations. Today, they would 
call it “mindfulness”.
To fuel this fixation I bought odd lots of stamps at 
auctions and car boot sales and joined RAFLET, 
the RAF’s stamp club. I didn’t collect First Day 
Covers as such, but inevitably I acquired a fair 
few, not least because one of RAFLET’s funding 

methods was to run raffles and use First Day 
Covers as your raffle ticket.
By the late 90s, like many I became disillusioned 
with Royal Mail over prolific issue of poor quality 
commemorative stamps, few of which you ever 
saw on real post, and I stopped collecting – mostly. 
Never one to resist a bargain or be able to resist 
bidding at auctions, the odd box of stamps found its 
way home “to be sorted at some time to see if there 
was anything interesting…” and when the local 
Royal British Legion had a Poppy Launch sale 
several years ago and it included a couple of shoe 
boxes of First Day covers, I “supported them” by 
selecting out a few which had decent aircraft 
stamps on them. Then, when clearing up at the end 
of the sale there were a lot of the covers left, I was 
“persuaded” to make a donation “to save them from 
the bin”.
Along came Covid-19 and last month I, like many, 
felt the inexplicable urge to tidy up areas of the 
house best avoided. So I sorted through the shoe 
boxes of covers and put as many of them as 
possible into the album that I’d bought for that 
purpose last decade - and if I’m doing that, I’d 
better merge in the other old covers that I had to 
provide some sense of order or chronology. Thus, I 
ended up looking through a covers album that I’d 
probably not opened this century, and came across 
one of the old RAFLET “raffle tickets”.  At the time, 
the SAH-1 had meant nothing to me. Now, of 
course, the tie to “my” airfield puts it in a different 
light.

Bodmin’s stamp 
of quality



The play’s 
the thing…
By Pete White
In 2018 we all enjoyed a bit of culture at our little 
airfield, no less, with the rapturously received 
theatre production ‘Those Magnificent Men’ 
staged in our main hangar. As well as 
impressing our club members we were delighted 
to see several of our neighbours from the locality 
attend the show. The plan this year was to bring 
a similar form of entertainment back to the 
‘Hangar 2’ venue, but our aims were snookered 
by the (in case you haven’t heard) Covid-19 
pandemic.
Well, grass doesn’t grow on this motorway; I am 
now planning an artistic extravaganza for 2021 
to be held in Hangar 2 in conjunction with some 
extremely talented performers and musicians. 
We are still at the early planning stage and it is 
very exciting to see the idea growing from such 
small seeds. Where possible we are seeking 
local artists but don’t worry I will not be 
performing, just planning and probably MC on 
the night. Sorry I cannot give you too much 
detail as yet but if the end result is as successful 
as our first foray into the world of entertainment I 
will be extremely pleased.

AEROCLUB 
Back to 2020, and the scheduled AEROCLUB evening 
talks for this year will, sadly, have to be postponed as 
the clubhouse would not be suitable if we are to 
maintain a safe environment using Covid-19 

measures. We simply would not be able 
to accommodate the usual numbers 
that we have grown to enjoy at our 
special evenings of talks and 
entertainment.
The intention is to move the 
programme to 2021, and once the 
arrangements have been finalised they 
will be published in all the usual places.

STRUT FLY-IN
Don’t forget, Saturday September 12th 
is the Cornwall Strut fly-in, so come 
along and support your club. We’ll have 
outside catering, and of course it’s a 
wonderful opportunity for pilots to 
gather and chat the lingo aeronautical 
whilst admiring each other’s flying 
steeds. For more details contact me on 
01752 406660 or 07805 805679, or via  
pete@aeronca.co.uk 

Things to come…
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Pete White 01752 406660 / 07805 805679
PPR Essential

Cornwall 
Strut Fly-in

Join the Cornwall Strut at Bodmin Airfield

September 12    2020th


