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RV12 comes home, beautifully painted

Almost ready to fly
The Club has taken advantage of the month-long 
lockdown to send the RV12 away to be painted, 
and the fuselage has been returned with a pristine 
white finish. The wings are due to be collected 
from the paint shop in the next few days, and once 
they’ve been reattached the artwork and 
registration can be added. There are a few other 
minor jobs to be done – thereafter it remains only 
to have the aircraft re-weighed, and once we have 
the new weight and balance data she can return to 
the air. We estimate that flying can resume on 
Tuesday December 8th. 

We had not originally planned to take the 
aircraft offline for painting until the end of the year, 
but Darren Fern advised us in mid-October that 
there was a high probability of a second lockdown. 

We established that the paint shop could take the 
aircraft if the lockdown actually came about – 
which of course it did. Given that the primary 
purpose of painting an aircraft is for protection, 
we jumped at the opportunity to get it done 
sooner rather than later. Darren Fern and Pat 
Malone were able to pick the fuselage up on 
November 25th.

The Annual General Meeting of Cornwall Flying Club Ltd will be held on December 16th 2020, starting at 
7pm. Due to the exigencies of Covid-19 it will be held online via Zoom, and members will receive joining 
details before the due date. In order to reduce complexity, some presentations will be circulated by email 
before the meeting. The Minutes of the 2019 AGM and the accounts were sent out with the original notice of 
the 2020 AGM. More information will be disseminated by email in the coming days.

The RV12 au naturel



Major award for Pete White
Cornwall Flying Club stalwart Pete White has 
been recognised by the Royal Aeronautical 
Society for his untiring commitment to educating 
and enthusing young people about general 
aviation, and his unique efforts to introduce the 
disabled and the disadvantaged to flying.
In the 2020 annual awards of the RAeS Pete has 
been given an Individual Specialist Award which 
recognises the huge volume of work he has put in 
down the years to bring aviation to those who 
would otherwise be unable to participate. The 
citation speaks of his passion for spreading the 
word about flying and lists some of the 
organisations through which he contributes to the 
betterment of GA.
Describing him as ‘Director and Bodmin Airfield 
Events Organiser, Cornwall Flying Club,’ the 
citation reads: “Mr White receives an Individual 
Specialist Award for using his expertise in aviation 
and his outgoing personality to educate and 
enthuse thousands of people of all ages over 
many years. He spends many hours of his own 
time and money visiting clubs and groups around 
the UK to undertake these tasks. As Bodmin 
Airfield Events Organiser he works tirelessly to 
make flying available to everyone. Mr White 
founded a charity, Feet Off the Ground, (with John 
Colgate) which gives disabled and disadvantaged 
young people the opportunity to enjoy the thrill of 
flying. The Scout Aerocamp was a concept that he 
pioneered and this has enabled hundreds of 
young people over the years to fly and to gain 
their aviation badges. Schools, colleges and many 
organisations catering for the disabled are 
especially grateful to him for his efforts to get them 
all airborne. As a Director of Cornwall Flying Club, 
he organises half a dozen major fly-ins each year, 
supporting groups like Help4Heroes with his 

Military Wings and Wheels Day.
“Mr White’s childhood passion and love of 
aviation led him to attaining his PPL and it was 
evident that he wanted to share this passion. His 
aviation career was in avionics, developing ‘blind 
landing systems’. He then split from aviation until 
he moved to the South West where, in 1985, he 
gained his Private Pilot’s Licence at Bodmin 
airfield. In 1991 he bought an Aeronca aircraft 
which he still operates as a syndicate with five 
other members. He formed ‘The Aeronca Club’, 
which became a Light Aircraft Association Type 
Club and that is still going strong under his 
leadership. Mr White is a committee member of 
the organisation Youth Education Support.”
Club Chairman Pat Malone said: “The Royal 

Aeronautical Society is one of the most 
prestigious aviation organisations in the 
world and they do not give awards lightly. 
We who benefit from Pete’s passion are 
well aware of how much he puts into 
Cornwall Flying Club and the whole field of 
general aviation, and it’s wonderful to see 
his efforts rewarded like this. As a club 
Director and member he works tirelessly 
for the common good, and Bodmin Airfield 
would be a very much poorer place 
without him. We all join in congratulating 
him on this richly-deserved recognition.”

Pete’s Scout work is recognised

Enthusing the next generation



National lockdown restrictions are being relaxed 
from Wednesday December 2nd, and general 
aviation pilots in Cornwall are thereafter free to fly at 
their discretion within certain government 
guidelines. 
The new rules divide the country into areas of 
higher or lower risk. Cornwall falls into Tier 1, the 
lowest-risk stratum. This is described as the 
‘medium alert level’, and it’s important that people 
do not drop their guard because we are so 
designated. The new guidelines accept that airfield 
operators and training organisations are best 
placed to decide whether opening is in their best 
interests, either from a commercial or health and 
safety standpoint. So Bodmin Airfield and Cornwall 
Flying Club remain open, and as long as everyone 
sticks to the rules, we will be okay. 
GA flying and training flights will be permitted in 
England across all tier levels, but they must take 
place in line with the restrictions covering their local 
tiers. Although it’s obviously inadvisable to travel to 
a Tier 3 area – the highest risk level – it’s not 
completely ruled out. The guidelines say it is 
permitted to fly to Tier 3 areas for “work or 
education purposes, for urgent engine health, 
maintenance check flights, and flights to maintain 
currency only, where alternative options are not 
available.” Bodmin Airfield will deny PPR to aircraft 
from Tier 3 areas, other than in exceptional 
circumstances. 
The regulations require the club to ensure that our 
instructors are fully au fait with the risks of Covid-19 
and understand the steps we have put in place to 
mitigate them. The two-metre separation rule still 
applies where possible, and where it is not possible 

a risk assessment must be undertaken. The 
Airfield Manager wrote a risk assessment before 
lockdown which remains in force, little changed 
in the post-lockdown environment. Please avoid 
going into the clubhouse unless absolutely 
necessary. Face coverings MUST be worn, and 
access to the Tower is severely restricted. Please 
use the hand sanitiser provided and sign the 
track-and-trace sheet, or use the NHS QR code 
in the window. 
Tier 1 guidelines say that aboard all aircraft, it is 
required that passengers must wear a face 
covering. This includes people flying as 
passengers in a balloon, on an introductory flight, 
and flying on a cost-share basis. The guidelines 
say: “People sharing piloting or flight crew duties 
don’t have to wear a face covering. However, 
face coverings are recommended to be worn by 
all individuals on aircraft, where social distancing 
is not possible, where it is safe to do so.” 
Passengers MUST wear a face covering in 
enclosed areas of airports, and this includes 
visitors to general aviation premises. Staff are 
exempt from the requirement to wear a face 
covering while they are working. When they are 
not at work or are off duty (for example, during 
breaks), staff must wear a face covering inside 
the premises. 
Under health and safety law, the club is 
responsible for ensuring the social distancing and 
other restrictions are complied with, and is open 
to inspection by authorities tasked with taking 
action on non-compliance. The regulations may 
seem convoluted and sometimes contradictory, 
but the English approach is preferable to that in 
some other European countries where general 
aviation was totally banned during lockdowns. 
Most importantly, use your discretion to minimise 
risk to yourselves and others. 

Covid, flying 
and you

You can take things too far…

Keep it clean



Membership for 2021
By Pat Malone 
In view of the fact that Covid-19 has meant that club 
members got relatively poor value for their 
membership in 2020, the Board has decided to hold 
the membership fee at £150 – unchanged now since 
2016. And once again we are offering a discount for 
prompt payment, so if you pay before the end of the 
year, you will be charged only £135.
That’s a worthwhile inducement to encourage prompt 
settlement, which obviously helps the Club by 
generating cash flow at a quiet time for flying. 
As before, there’s a bit of stick to go with the carrot. 
The club also has a £20 joining fee, and if your 
membership lapses after the deadline, you’ll have to 
pay the joining fee on top of the full membership 
tariff. There’s a two-week grace period, which means 
if you pay before January 14th you’ll be excused the 
joining fee – but it’s only if you pay before December 
31st that you’ll get the £15 discount. 
To be clear – pay your membership by December 
31st and it costs £135. Pay between January 1st and 
January 14th and it costs £150. Leave it until after 
January 14th and it will cost £170. Social membership 
remains at £30.
This year we are checking contact details and 
making sure you’re aware of the Articles of 
Association, the Code of Conduct, and where 
applicable, the Hangarage Agreement, so you’ll be 
getting a membership application to sign in the 
next few days. And as ever, there’s a 10% 
discount if you pay your annual hangarage bill 
before December 31st.
There’s a heavily-discounted youth membership 
category of £10 for people between the ages of 16 
and 18, and they don’t have to pay the joining fee. 
We also have a family membership, so a full flying 
member may enroll his or her entire immediate 
family – parents or children – for an additional total 
of £30. Children must be under 21. 
At its November meeting the Board discussed the 
problem of account holders who fail to pay fuel 
invoices within the requisite seven days and 
agreed to publicise the issue in the newsletter, 
making it clear that credit facilities will be withdraw 
from repeat offenders. Monthly accounting means 
that even those who pay promptly get up to 37 
days grace after fuel uplift, and one or two account 
holders pay several months after invoices are 
sent. This can’t go on. This Board has gone to 
some lengths to put the club’s finances on a 
sound footing, and in fact reached a significant 
milestone in October when the last outstanding 
piece of aged debt was finally paid in full after 
almost four years. We do not intend to let the debt 

situation drift again. Running a fuel account is a 
concession that saves members the trouble of 
taking a docket up to the Tower when they fill up, 
but it must not hurt our cash flow or cost the club 
management time spent chasing unpaid invoices. 
Please settle within seven days of receipt of 
invoice. Similarly, hangarage fees should be paid 
promptly each month by standing order if they are 
not paid annually in advance.

Up for the cup?
A clear-out of one of the storerooms has unearthed 
a Cornwall Flying Club cup once awarded for a 
meritorious achievement in navigation but forgotten 
for several decades. It has been polished up by 
Howard Fawkes, and thought is now being given to 
putting it back into circulation, perhaps once again 
to reward out-of-the-ordinary flights and thereby 
encourage pilots to go further and take on new 
challenges. That’s not to say that anyone should set 
out to emulate Ernie Hoblyn’s epic flight which won 
him the cup in 1984. Hoblyn, later a noted display 
pilot, historian and author, learned to fly at Bodmin, 
and as soon as he’d completed his IMC Rating with 
CFI Dick Smerdon he jumped on a 747 to Florida, 
bought a Cessna 172 and flew it back across the 
Atlantic, alone. This cup was first awarded to Terry 
Cox in 1975, and others whose names are on it 
include Bill Rabson (1976), Bob Partridge (1979 and 
1980), Dave Hillard (1981), Terry Hartley (1982), 
Richard Bennett (1983), Dale Nightingale (1985) 
and Nick Nightingale (1986).
The business of navigation has changed beyond 
recognition since the cup was first awarded, but the 
spirit of adventure is undimmed. How would this 
look in your trophy cabinet?



An old friend 
drops in
A welcome visitor to Bodmin on the day before 
lockdown was our former instructor and examiner 
Philip Cardew, who went flying with the Chairman 
– the first time Philip had been off the ground in 
more than three years. Philip, now 90, passed a 
Class 1 medical, complete with exercise ECG, at 
the age of 80 and was still instructing into his 
mid-80s. He has almost 19,000 hours in scores 
of fixed-wing and rotary types, and it was a real 
loss to the Club when he decided to hang up his 
headphones.
Philip has taught hundreds of people to fly, 
including Prince Michael of Kent and Mark 
Thatcher, and was once responsible for the 
Navy’s entire flight training programme. As a boy 
during the Battle of Britain he watched the 
dogfights “standing on top of an air raid shelter in 
Canterbury, with the sky full of planes and 
parachutes.” Called up in 1947, he joined the 
Navy as a trainee telegraphist and was later sent 
for pilot training. He learned to fly on the piston 
Provost at RAF Syerston before getting his wings 

on the Vampire at Valley. At OTU at Lossiemouth 
he transitioned to the Sea Hawk, then joined 899 
Squadron at Brawdy, where the famous Winkle 
Brown was Commander Air. Philip says: “I had 
my first flame-out, in a Sea Hawk – I dead-
sticked onto the runway, managed to start it 
again and taxied off. Winkle accused me of 
confusing the airbrake with the HP cock but the 
engineers put it down to aeration in the barostat. 
Winkle apologised, but not for many years.” 
Philip went to the Mediterranean on HMS Eagle 
in time for Suez. “We were doing six trips off the 
deck every day searching out Egyptian tanks, 

and it was the best time of my life,” he says. 
“Many years later I when I was taking executive 
jets into Luxor I kept my head down, having 
previously been there with four 20mm cannon.”
In 1956 he went to Central Flying School to learn 
to instruct on the Provost, Vampire, Meteor and 
Hunter; later he became one of three Naval Flight 
Standards Examiners, going about the country 
trapping pilots for random testing. Selected for a 
permanent commission, he was sent to 
Dartmouth to learn to drive a ship, and flew Tiger 
Moths at weekends with the Naval Grading 
Squadron at Plymouth. With 803 Squadron he 
flew Scimitars from HMS Hermes in the 
Mediterranean and the Far East, and on one 
occasion ejected sideways from a rolling aircraft 
with a flamed-out engine on finals for Hal Far in 
Malta, at night. He was found unconscious in a 
Maltese farmer’s outhouse by the medical 
officer’s dog. By 1963 he was Senior Pilot of 736 
Squadron at Lossiemouth, then he became a 
Staff Officer to Admiral Don Gibson, and as a 

Philip Cardew, still flying at 90

HMS Eagle – Egyptian tanks beware

Hermes – sideways into a dunny



Lieutenant Commander he was in charge of all 
pilot training for the Royal Navy. He took 
command of an RAF squadron at Linton-on-
Ouse, but when the Labour government 
cancelled a new Navy carrier in 1967 it was 
decided that all Lieutenant Commanders of 
pensionable age could apply for civilian jobs. “I 
chose BEA and flew the Viscount, which I found 
tame,” says Philip. “I started instructing on light 
aircraft and doing air taxi work at Blackbushe in 
Aztecs, 310s and Navajos, then resigned from 
BEA to be chief pilot for British Car Auctions, 
flying initially King Airs, later the JetRanger 
helicopter.” Philip moved to Air Hanson and 
became a travelling Beechjet salesman while 
flying the Bell 206L, Agusta 109 and Sikorsky 
S76. After retirement he and his wife Anne 
moved to Cornwall, where he hooked up with 
Cornwall Flying Club and got as much pleasure 
out of teaching kids to bash out a circuit in a 
Cessna as almost anything else he’d done. 
Eventually age and cost did him in. “The 
examiner’s certificate became very expensive 
to keep compared with what people can afford 
to pay in fees and expenses. I could no longer 
justify the cost.” Come back soon, Philip – 
you’re welcome any time.
 

Bob Tetley RIP 
By Pete White 
 

I was in a shop in Liskeard sometime in the 
early 1980s and heard a very distinct and 
familiar voice from the past. My mind went into 
search mode… was it RMT, Robert Maximilian 
Tetley, from my school days in Essex, at 
Chelmsford Technical High School? If it was 
him, I had last seen him in 1964. I turned 

around, and there was that familiar figure, a little 
older, but still the same old Bob. We reminisced 
about our schooldays, and especially the school 
model club which was very strong and even 
boasted special summer camps at Mersea 
Island, where we flew our models and sailed in 
the accompanying masters’ dinghies. After 
leaving, Bob went on to excel in sailing, and 
living on the River Crouch at Burnham was a 
major reason, I’m sure. However our 
conversation soon turned to our first love flying. 
Bob, now living at Millbrook, said he was a 
member of Cornwall Flying Club – and I had not 
long been a member also. This led to us flying 
together in the Cessna Aerobats. Bob often 
persuaded me to sit with him while he practised 
his aerobatic routines, and I carefully surveyed 
the ground features to ensure each manoeuvre 
was in line with its intended path. This was the 
era when Howard Fawkes and Nigel Hall were 
performing at various events around the country 
as an aerobatic duo ,and I know they helped and 
encouraged Bob a great deal. Socially Bob, with 
Malcolm Frost, another CFC member and our 
respective wives, attended various celebratory 
parties and the odd restaurant foray... great days. 
Bob went on to gain his Instructor’s ticket and 
worked at the Club for a while but was tempted 
elsewhere, instructing at Compton Abbas for a 
while with Mike Saunders, another CFC member. 
At this time I lost contact with Bob, and 
subsequently I had heard he had hung up his 
flying gloves but I was not aware that he was 
unwell until his passing on September 11th 2020, 
which was announced by another old school 
friend who had remained in contact with him.  
73-year-old Bob had been fighting cancer for a 
long while.  
Our thoughts go to Bob’s wife Dylas, their two 
children and family and all those who knew him.

Bob Tetley with club Aerobat



Another day, another hurricane
By Jay Gates
Well, November started well, and then it all went 
rapidly downhill. As predicted in the October 
newsletter we were awaiting the arrival of Aiden, 
our first ‘British’ storm of the new meteorological 
year. He duly arrived on the last day of October, 
with a maximum wind gust of 46 knots recorded 
at the airfield. No sooner did Aiden head off 
towards Norway than yet another hurricane 
remnant hit us 12 hours later, with ex-hurricane 
Zeta bringing us a modest 40 knots of wind. 
Once Zeta had passed, we were looking forward 
to getting November's flying programme under 
way, and in fact November 4th turned out to be 
a superb flying day for so late in the year, with 
a total of 60 movements recorded. Except that 
November 4th was the last day we would be 
operating normally, as everybody was waiting 
in expectation for the Prime Minister’s latest 
announcement of a nationwide lockdown. 
What did it mean for general aviation and flight 
training? The answer was simple – late that 
afternoon the Department for Transport 
announced that, as with the first lockdown, no 
flying was allowed except for purposes of 
engine health or to allow for a solo currency 
flight. The restriction was in force up to 
December 2nd so we automatically lost 26 
days, or 87% of the month, on top of the day 
we’d already lost to Aiden. So fully 90% of the 
financial headway we might have made was 
lost. And it was little consolation was that we 
couldn’t blame the weather this time.  
The arrival of Zeta on our doorstep was 
another example of how climate change is 
affecting us. For a hurricane to reach us so late 
in the season is almost unheard of. The official 
hurricane season finishes on November 30th. 
Zeta certainly wasn’t the end of it, as a further 
three hurricanes have affected the Caribbean 
and the Americas, with Eta, Theta and Iota 
causing major destruction when they made 
landfall. This means that a new record has been 
broken, with 30 tropical revolving storms having 
formed in the 2020 season. A particularly 
interesting, and worrying, fact is that the first 24 
storms only produced two major hurricanes of 
Category 3 or higher, but the last six Greek-
named storms have produced four major 
hurricanes – Delta, Epsilon, Eta and Iota. The 

next storm due will be named Kappa, and as of 
November 28th the US National Hurricane 
Centre in Coral Gables, Florida, was watching 
two areas of low pressure in the Atlantic that 
have the potential to become tropical storms. It 
ain’t over till it’s over – and the holder of the 
current record for the latest storm of the year 
was another hurricane Zeta that formed on 
December 31st 2005 and dissipated on January 
6th 2006, more than two months after the end of 
the official hurricane season! 2005 was the only 
other hurricane season where they ran out of 
standard alphabetical names and reverted to the 

‘standby’ Greek alphabet. (More about 
hurricanes at the end of this report). 
With the month being an almost complete loss, it 
seems hardly right to produce the usual statistics 
to compare against previous years, but as there 
are a number of members who tell me they like 
to read about them, here they are in all their 
glory. Up to November 29th we had recorded a 
mere 92 movements. This compares to 219 
movements in November 2019, 254 movements 
in 2018 and 345 movements in 2017. The only 
positive is that is doesn’t make it the worst 
month of the year, as during our first lockdown 
we recorded only 12 movements in April. The 
lockdown restrictions meant that we were only 
offering an open airfield to our members three 

In a post-apocalyptic world, sheep take over



days per week to fulfill engine health and 
currency requirements. Fuel sales reflect the 
effect of the lockdown, with only 570 litres having 
been dispensed compared to 1,750 litres in 

2019, 2,590 in 2018 and 3,200 in 2017. But at 
least the figure was better than April when only 
275 litres were dispensed. You can see from 
such figures that our income for November is 
going to be woeful. Winter has only just begun, 
and the pandemic has not gone away! 
Thankfully Cornwall Flying Club is in a stable 
financial position and well able to survive the 
coming winter, however the virus might affect us. 
Of course all flying members will be taking into 
consideration the fact that we are now entering 
meteorological winter, and thinking about runway 
surface condition and winter flying requirements. 

It’s a good time to remind you that G-EGLA now 
has a full instrument flying panel and is 
available for Instrument Rating (Restricted) 
training. 
The lockdown and the limited flying has allowed 
more maintenance work to be done out on the 
airfield as well as in the clubhouse. Roger Davis 
has completed to re-roofing the building and 
has turned his attention to the lower curtain wall 
and the back porch area. Inside the clubhouse 
Martin Woods has completed the annual 
service of the fire alarm system, and our fuel 
dispensing system has also received its annual 
service from specialist fuel system engineers. 

Out on the airfield, Jamie Wharram has 
replaced the end-of-runway markers on 
Runway 31 with two newly-manufactured ones, 
and also refurbished the holding point sign for 
runway 03. Jamie has also been cutting out the 
runway 21 centrelines, and once that has been 
done it means we have been able to complete 
the cutting out of all runway markings on the 
four runways. Cleaning and painting of the 
centrelines will be a job for next spring, once 
everything has dried out. Richard Saw has 
undertaken the remaking of the circuit direction 
marker boards for the signals square. A full 
upgrade of the whole of the signals square is 

Roger finishes the roofing

Martin recertifies the alarms

Richard makes new marker boards



being planned. On the administration side, we have 
renewed our official Liquor Licence with Cornwall 
Council, which allows us to continue to stock and 
sell alcoholic beverages to our members and 

visitors. We have also made some major 
modifications to our website, which includes 
migrating it to a standalone platform and 
reconnecting it to an ‘https’ address which gives it 
added protection from the outside malware attacks 
that have plagued it in the recent past. For this we 
have Martin Parker to thank. Martin has spent many 
hours sorting out the club’s IT problems. We are 
also indebted to Roger Davis’ son David, who 
assisted with getting the CCTV service up and 
running after we migrated the website to the new 
location. 
Last month a mention was made of one of our 
newer members, Tom Hennessy-Jones, who has 
purchased a new aircraft based at Bodmin. Many of 
our members enjoy watching the TV reality series’ 
that follow air ambulance crews, with the Yorkshire 
Air Ambulance and the Great North Air Ambulance 
being regular fare on TV. Some of you will have 

seen that the Cornwall Air Ambulance is now 
being covered on TV with a series, ‘Cornwall 
Air 999’, which can be seen every Tuesday 
evening at 2100 on the REALLY channel 
(Freeview 17, Virgin 128, Sky 142 and 
Freesat 160), with a repeat later in the week. 
One of the stars of this series is none other 
than Tom Hennessy-Jones, whose day job is 
as a Critical Care Paramedic with the 
Cornwall Air Ambulance Trust. Tom is 
supremely qualified for this seriously 
important role, as his background shows. He 
trained as a paramedic with the London 
Ambulance Service before joining the East of 
England Ambulance Service in the Hazardous 
Area Response Team. He then became a 
paramedic for the Essex and Hertfordshire Air 
Ambulance before taking his current position 
as a Critical Care Paramedic with Cornwall Air 

Ambulance. Tom was the recipient of the 
prestigious ‘NHS Hero’ Award in 2012, and in 
2018 he received the Cornwall Emergency 
Services Award for the kindness, 
compassion, and dignity he demonstrated to 
a road accident victim who nominated him. 
With characteristic modesty, in his 
acceptance speech Tom said he was “just 
a small cog in a big machine, and the patient 
only survives because we work as a team”. 
Tom also picked up the 2019 Association of 
Air Ambulances ‘Incident of the Year’ award 
on behalf of his team for an incredibly difficult 
cliff rescue in which they brought three 
teenagers to safety at Porthleven, racing 

Jamie’s remade the 03 holding board

New runway end markers on 31

Tom Hennessy-Jones at work



against the tide, in the dark. And he also provides 
us with a rather posh level of medical cover 
whenever we hold an event at Bodmin airfield, so 
long as he is not working, of course!  
It is also nice to report when any of our members 

receive recognition outside of their club activities. 
Yet again, I am extremely pleased to report that 
one of the club stalwarts, Pete White, has been 
recognised by the Royal Aeronautical Society for 
a Special Award. (See separate story in this 
newsletter.) For such an august institution, 
respected around the world, to acknowledge and 

reward Pete for all his work is an honour indeed. 
We are very lucky to have people like this among 
us – Pete is as close to a national treasure as we 
will ever get! 

Even as we are about to formally enter 
meteorological winter the flora is thriving around 
the airfield. The main colour to be seen in our 
hedgerows at the moment is Ulex, better known 
as gorse. One of the few British species that 
flowers in the winter months, it is currently in full 
bloom. Incredibly, some early spring flowers are 
already making an appearance, and the first of 
the primroses have started flowering around the 
perimeter. With the partial closure of the airfield 
due to the lockdown, some of our neighbouring 
sheep have decided that our grasslands are 
worth a visit, and we have had a flock of 12 
sheep grazing on the airfield and returning 

nitrogen to the soil. The local shepherd has 
been contacted and is on her way to collect the 
errant flock as I write this, so they should be 
back in their usual field before the airfield 
reopens at the end of lockdown. 
This month, we have once more to reinforce the 
government’s pandemic advice. Do not allow 
your guard to relax, and please continue to take 
precautions when out and about. We’ve already 
promulgated the MANDATORY requirement that 
any person, member or otherwise, who enters 
the clubhouse MUST wear a face mask, as well 
as signing the ‘track and trace’ sheet located on 
your left as you enter the front door. All 
members and visitors are requested to stay out 

Tom with the 2019 rescue award…

…and with the 2018 Cornwall award

Can spring be far behind?



of the clubhouse as much as possible for the 
foreseeable future. Sadly, we still have to report 
that there are still some members who come into 
the clubhouse without a mask and do not 
complete the ‘track and trace’ form, despite the 
importance of the club knowing who was in the 
clubhouse and when. Henceforth such people will 
be required to leave. Please follow the rules, 
despite the risk in Cornwall being lower than 
almost anywhere else in the country. If you are in 
any doubt about your own health you should 
phone NHS Direct on 119 to seek guidance. 
WASH HANDS, COVER FACE, MAKE SPACE.  
A Merry Christmas, and stay safe, one and all.

Don’t try this at home
Our knowledge of how hurricanes work is down 
to a select bunch of aviators whose job it is to 
deliberately fly into and through hurricanes, at all 
altitudes, in order to pass accurate weather 
information back to forecasters and to undertake 
advanced scientific research into the mechanics 
of such storms in order to be able to predict their 
behaviour in the future.  
It all started in 1943, and is entirely the fault of 
British RAF pilots who were undergoing 
instrument flight training at Bryan Field near 
Houston in Texas, and was the result of a bet. A 
hurricane was expected, and had led the USAAF 
base commander to order that all training aircraft 
– in this case AT-6 Texans, or Harvards to you 
and me (one for Martin Pengelly) – should be 
evacuated to a safer airfield. When the RAF pilots 
saw the Americans evacuating their Harvards, 
they began to question the construction of the 
aircraft. In order to prove that the AT-6 could 
withstand anything a hurricane could throw at it, 
lead USAAF instructor Colonel Joe Duckworth 
bet that he could take one into the hurricane and 
emerge unscathed. So he flew a Harvard into the 
eye of the storm and returned safely with his 

navigator, Ralph O'Hair. Then he went straight 
back out into the hurricane with the airbase's 
meteorological officer Lt. William Jones-Burdick, 
and they flew into the storm a second time, this 
time with the met man taking crucial weather 
readings. This flight showed that hurricane 
reconnaissance flights were possible. 
In 1946, the name ‘Hurricane Hunters’ was first 
used, and the US Air Force have used it ever 
since. It is currently the official squadron 
nickname of the 53rd Weather Reconnaissance 
Squadron (WRS) who fly specially adapted 
Lockheed WC-130J Hercules from Keesler Air 
Force Base in Mississippi. The 53rd WRS are the 
only squadron designated for this type of flying in 
the USAF inventory, and in their history they spent 
seven years in England, between 1953 and 1959, 
based at RAF Burtonwood in Lancashire and RAF 
Mildenhall in Suffolk and flying weather missions 
in specially adapted Boeing WB-29A Super 
Fortresses.  
The WC-130Js of the 53rd WRS only fly 
reconnaissance missions into hurricanes for 
weather forecasting purposes, and the real 
reporting and science flights are operated by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) using two unique Lockheed WP-3D Orion 
aircraft that operate out of Lakeland Airport in 
Florida with mission crews of 20 on board. These 
WP-3D aircraft fly anywhere from an altitude of 
500 feet to 20,000 feet straight through 
hurricanes, often multiple times in a single 
mission, garnering weather data using a multitude 
of scientific instruments and LIDAR radar. The 
aircraft callsigns are ‘Kermit’ and ‘Miss Piggy’. 
NOAA also utilise a Grumman G-IV Gulfstream 
that flies at 40,000 feet above the hurricane to 
record upper air and Jetstream data, and the 
callsign of this aircraft is ‘Gonzo’. NOAA reported 
that in this 2020 season the aircraft have, thus far, 
flown 86 hurricane missions, conducted 102 
hurricane eyewall penetrations, completed 678 
flying hours and dropped 1,772 parachute 
windsondes into hurricanes. That said, hurricane 
hunting is not for the faint-hearted, and six 
weather reconnaissance planes have been lost, at 
a cost of 53 aircrew lives. 

‘Miss Piggy’ in clear air

I bet you couldn’t fly in that…



2021 events
January 1 New Year’s Day Fly-in.  A 
new start for us all...
March 25 & 26  Artists in residence: Flights of 
Fancy, with Sally Crabtree & Laura Frances 
Martin. Our two guests will be staying at Bodmin 
Airfield for two days and witnessing the activities 
and looking for inspiration for extra material to be 
used for the special ‘Words on the Wing’ 
performance on July 24th.
April 24                       Wing Walking Day with more 
dates to come later...

May 8                      Ladies Day Fly-in. A great 
opportunity to promote the joys of flight to all but it 
is especially a celebration of all ladies in aviation.
May 23            Light Aircraft Association- 
LAA Tour of the UK. The round Britain tour will 
call into Bodmin Airfield on Sunday and use it as a 
night stop.
June 5                     Action Stations – Military 
themed Wings & Wheels. (D-Day)

July 3 & 4               Kernow Trophy Aerobatic 
Competition. A very welcome return of this 
competition to Bodmin Airfield – please contact 
Howard Fawkes for details on 07803 128000.

July 24 & 25          The Vintage Aircraft Club 
Weekend at Bodmin Airfield        The VAC are our 
weekend guests and the Saturday evening 
entertainment is ‘Words On The Wing’ – with 
Poetry and Music in Hangar 2.
August 1                   Lundy Sunday - Fly Out to 
the magic island but a PPR booking is essential. 
Contact Pete White 01752 406660 or 07805 805679
August 14 & 15      Harrowbeer 80 (at Harrowbeer 
Airfield) 
September 11th        The Cornwall Strut Fly-in. 
Fast becoming a busy and successful event...come 
and join us in 2021.

We will also be offering vintage flights around Cornwall 
by the Tiger Moths of TMT at various weekends during 
the year, plus a new addition to our airfield, a US Army 
marked 1937 Boeing Stearman biplane. The Stearman 
will be available to book for introductory flights to 
enjoy the scenic Cornish countryside.


AEROCLUB:  Due to the Covid 19 pandemic the 
first half of 2021 will be kept free of indoor 
gatherings, for instance the AEROCLUB talks, so 
they are planned to resume in the Autumn... see 
below. From January to April we will be looking at 
holding monthly Zoom meetings with guest 
speakers – more later.
October 13    Polly Vacher   Life after Flying… 

A Donkathon
November 10   Bryan Pill      Tales from a Pilot’s 

Unofficial Notebook 
December 8     Marc Wolff   Flying for the movies  
 

FEET OFF the GROUND (FOG):
We were unable to hold any scout Aerocamps or 
charity flying events for children or adults during 
2020 and we await developments on the pandemic 
front before releasing plans for 2021.





VINTAGE BI-PLANE FLIGHTS  Fly In a Boeing A75 Stearman  from Bodmin Airfield 

 
 
Enjoy a flight in an early example of the Boeing Stearman trainer and this particular 

aircraft saw service with several USAAF flying schools between 1937 and 1945.  

Feel the wind in your hair as you fly at 2000 feet above the beautiful Cornish 

countryside and view the coast and the magic of Cornwall through the wing struts. 

Enjoy your flight with an experienced instructor of this rare PT13 wartime training 

aircraft and make memories for a life time.  2021 Dates to be confirmed 

 

Prices start from £200   Time quoted is actual flight time... 

20 mins £200.00         

30 mins £275.00         

40 mins £350.00 

60 mins £450.00  

     

Contact ; Pete White — Events Director, AEROCLUB & Events Organiser 

01752 406660 -- 07805 805679 -- pete@aeronca.co.uk     www.bodminairfield.com 

 

 


